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conthern road, to some snitable point on the southern 
poundary of the State of California. 

Spc, —. 4nd be it further enacted, That all proposals 
<hail be sealed, and: addressed: to the Secretary of the In- 
terior, Who shall, previously to the commencement of tly 
first regular && ssion of the next Congress, open the same in 
the presence of the other heads of Departments, and shall 
transmit copies of the same to the two Houses of Congress 

. soon as organized, the originals to remain on file in the 
I partment of the fnterior, 

Seo. —. And be it further enacted, That the sam of —— 
dollars be, and the sameis hereby, appropriated, out of any 
woney inthe Treasury not otuerwise appropriated, to en- | 
able the Seeretary of the Interior te carry the pfovisious of | 
this act.into effect. 


Mr. GWIN. I simply call for the yeas and | 
nays on the proposition. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 
taken, resulted—yeas 16, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bell, Benjamin, Crittenden, Davis, | 
Dixon, Dootitde, Fessendén, Houston, Mason, Pearce, Se- 
hastian. Shields, Simmons, Stuart, Thomson of New Jer- 
sey. and Ward—16, i 

NAYS — Messrs. Bayard, Bigler, Bright, Broderick, 
Rrown, Cameron, Chandler, Chesnut, Clark, Clingman, 
Pimzpatrick, Poster, Green, Gwin, Hale, Hammond, Harlan, 
Johnson of ‘Tennessee, Janes, Polk, Reid, Rice, Seward, 
slidell, Trumbull, and Yulee—26. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. IT move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. RICE, Inow offer my substitute. I will 
say to the Senate that there have been a few ver- 
bal amendments made, a few immaterial changes 
since it was printed. It is to strike out all after 
the enacting clause, and insert: 

That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
direcied to cause the publie Jands, to the extent of forty | 
miles on each side of the routes hereinafter mentioned, to 
be surveyed, and the Indian title thereto to be extinguished 
as soon as practicable. And upon the payment of five | 
cents per acre, all persons entitled to the preémption laws, 
who have or may settle upon any of the lands within the 
limits above mentioned, (excepting those herein set apart 

ud appropriated for the use of said roads and for other 
purposes,) shall be entitled to the provisions of the act of 
i814, granting preémption rights, and the acts amendatory | 


thereof. 
Sec. 2. 


“ind be it further enacted, That there be, and 
hereby is, granted tothe States and Territories that are or 
may be formed upon the lines of the herein mentioned 
roads, for the purpose of aiding in the construction of rail- 
roads to the Pacific from the mouth of Sioux Wood river, 
on the western border of Minnesota, to Buget Sound, with 
a branch to the navigable waters of thé Columbia; from 





pointat or east of the one hundred and third degree of longi- 
wide, to San Francisco; also, from the southeast corner of 
New Mexico to San Pedco or San Diego to the bay of San 
Francisco; every alternate section of land designated by 
odd numbers, for sixteen sections in width pn each side of 
said roads and branches ; but in case it shall appear that the 
United States have, when the lines or routes of said roads 
and braaches are definitely fixed, sold any sections or paris 
of sections granted as aforesaid, or that the right of, pre- 
enption has attached to the same, then it shall be lawful 
for ahy agent Or agents, to be appointed by the Governors 
of said States or Territories, to select, subject tothe ap- | 
prove) ot the Secretary of the [nterior, from the lands of the 


| 
° > > . {| 
nited States nearest to the tiers'of sections above speci- \| 
| 
| 


fied, so much Jand in alternate sections or parts of sections 
as shall be equal to such Jands as the United States have 
cold or otherwise appropriated, or to which the rights of | 


preemption have attached as atoresaid ; which lands (thus || 


selected in Jieu of those sold, and to which preémption | 


rights have attached, as aforesaid, together with the sec- || 


hous or parts of sections designated by odd numbers as 
aoresail, and appropriated as aforesaid) shall be heid by | 
the said States or Territories, respectively, for the uses and | 
purposes aforesaid: Provided, That the land to be so located | 
shail in no-case be further than twenty miles from the lines 
oft said roads or branches; and selected for and on account 


of each of said roads or branches: Provided furtier, That || 


the lauds hereby granted for and on account of said roads | 
and branches severally, shall be exclusively applied in the 
construction of that road for and on account of which sueh 
lands are hereby granted, and shall be disposed of only as 
tue work progresses, and the same shall be applied to no 
other purpose whatsoever: dnd provided further, Thatany 
and all lands heretofore reserved to the United States ‘by 
any act of Congress, or in any ether manner by competent 
authority, for the purpose of aiding in any object of internal 
improvement, or for any other purpose whatever, be, and 
tle same are hereby, reserved 'to the United States from the 
operation of. this act, except so far as it may be found ne- | 
eessary to locate the routes of said-railroads and branches 


through suey reserved lands, in which case the right of way \| 


only shall be granted, subject to the approval of the Presi- | 
dent of the United States. 


Sec. 3. And heit further enacted, That the lands hereby \ 


Set apart to.aid in the construction of said roads and to en- 
courage settlement along said routes, shail be located as fol- 
lows: those for the northern route shall be north of the forty, 
cee parallel; those for the center route shall be located 

etween the thirty-seventh and forty-third parallels; and 
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|| the substitute. 
| the call for the yeas and nays. 


| are all over. 


the mouths of the Kansas ‘and Platte rivers, uniting at a |! then I shall move an adjournment. 


| now.’”’ 
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tliose for the southern route shall be located south of the 
thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude. 

Src. 4. 4nd be it further enacted, That the said lands 
hereby granted to the said States or Territories shall be 
subjeet to the future disposal of the Legislatures thereof, re- 
spectively, for the purposes herein expressed, and no other. 

Sec. 5. Ind beit further enacted, That the land hereby 
granted to said States or Territories shall be disposed of by 
said States or Territories in the manner following, that is to 
vay: that a quantity of land not exceeding two hundred 
seetions for each of said roads and branches, and included 
within a continuous length of twenty miles each of said 
roads and branches, may be sold; and when the Governors 
of said States or Territories, respectively, shall certify to 
the Secretary of the Interior that any twenty continuous 
miles of any of said roads or branches is completed, then 
another quantity of land hereby grauted, not to exceed 





two diundred sections for each of said roads and branches, | 


having twenty continuous miles completed, as aforesaid, 


| and ineluded within a continuous length of twenty miles 
| of each of said roads or branches, may be sold, and so from 


time to time, until said roads and branches are completed ; 


and if any of said roads or branches is not completed within | 


twenty years, no furtlrer sales shall be made, and the lands 


| unsold shall revert to the United States. 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, Thatin any case where 
the passengers and freight shall be greater than the trans- 
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on the motion to adjourn: and fifteen Senators 
rose in the affirmative. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, I call for the yeas and 
nays. I understood the Senator from Rhode 
Island to say he wished to offer an amendment 
which he has not yet prepared, and he ought. to 
have time to prepare it, 

Mr. POLK. I should like to know from the 
Senator from Rhede Island_if that is what he 
stated. I did not understand that he had not the 
section ready. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I wanted to add an amend- 
ment to the bill; but there seems to be more desire 
for a vote than to pass the bill, and I do not sup- 
pose I shall get an opportunity to write one, I 


| shall vote against the bill unless it is amended— 


that is all. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 


ator from Maiye insist on the call for the yeas and 


|| nays? 
1] Mr. GWIN. If he withdraws it, I think we 


porting capacity of the roads and brauches, the Government | 


shall have priority of right for all purposes of transportation. 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the sixteenth 


named, shall be set apart and reserved tor school purposes 


which shall be exclusively applied for said purposes, anc 


no other: Provided, 'That this clause shall not apply to the 


| States and Territories where the said sections have hereto- 


fore been set apart by any former act or acts. 


Mr. GWIN. 


[* No!” **No!”] Iwithdraw 


Mr. SHIELDS. 1 ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 


| taken, resulted—yeas 14, nays 29; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Bright, Collamer, 
Tlouston, Johnson of Tennessee, Mason, Rice, Sebastian, 
Shields, Simmons, Stuart, Wade, and Ward—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Bigler, Brod- 
erick, Brown, Cameron, Chandler, Chesnut, Clark, Cling 


|} man, Dixon, Fessenden, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, 


Gwin, Hammond, Harlan, Hunter, Iverson, Jones, King, 
Polk, Reid, Seward, Thomson of New Jersey, and Trum- 
bull—29. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. GWIN. Now I believe the amendments 


have a test vote at one o’clock to-morrow, and 
[** Vote 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. Will the honorable Sen- 


quiry of the Chair, and that is, whether the 


| amendment which I offered some days since, pro- 


viding that the contracts, before taking effect, shall 


| come to Congress to be approved by act or joint 


of. the | 
| Whole, or in the Senate; and whether it is in the 


resolution, was offered in Committee 
bill as it now stands? 
Mr. GWIN. | It is now in the bill. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from California is probably correct as to that 
fact. 
The bill has been in the Senate all this session. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to inquire if 
the bill is open to amendment by an additional 
section ? ft 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Mr. SIMMONS. 
by morning. 


“The PRESIDING OFPICER. Did the Chair 


It is. 
I should like to. prepare one 


| understand the Senator from California to move 
' an adjournment? 

Mr.GWIN. The bill is now ready for a final | 
[** No!’’] I shall not move an adjournment. | 


vote, 
Mr. BRODERICK. I hopetthe motion of my 

colleague will prevail, and that the vote will be 

taken to-morrow at one o’clock. There are one 

or two Senators who will vote for the bill who are 

absent. 

Mr. SEWARD. Let us adjourn, then. 

Mr. MASON. I wish only to keep myself 

right on this question. 


‘ 


nanied to-morrow, orat any other time. 1 move 
that the Senate adjourn. 


Several Senators. Take the vote now. 


| and thirty-sixth sections, within the boundaries heretofore | 


shall adjourn, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I withdraw it for the sake 
of trying. 

Mr. BRODERICK. The Senator from Illinois, 


| (Mr. Doveras,] who was a member of this com- 


i 


I ask for the yeas and nays on | 


Doolittle, Green, || 


| 
| 


I wish it understood that we are to | 


I shall be a party to no | 
arrangement to take a vote on this bill at any honar | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question | 


j 
| 


mittee, is absent; but if he were here he would 


| vote for the bill. 


Mr. GWIN._ I think we shall adjourn. 

Mr. BRODERICK. ‘You voted against it be- 
fore. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 


| adjourned. 


IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
W epnespay, January 26, 1859. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 


| by Rev. G. W. Basserr. 


| 


The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 


Aspury Dicxins, Esq., their Secretary, notify- 


ing the House that that body had passed a bill of 


| the House of the following title: 


An act (No. 583) providing for keeping and 
distributing all public documents, with an amend- 
ment, in which he was directed to'ask the con- 
currence of the Jkouse.. And also a bill of the 


ator from California allow me to make an in- || House of the following title: 


An act (No. 788) authorizing the Secretary of 


the Treasury to grant a register for the schooner 


William A. Hamill; without amendment. 


MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT. 
A message in writing was recéived from the 


| President of the United States, by Mr. J. B. 


The Chair wil! answer the other question. | 


Hewry, his Private Secretary. 


DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS. 


Mr. MORGAN. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer certain resolutions; and if 
any debate arise, 1 will withdraw them. 

Mr. HUGHES. I call for the regular order 
of business. : : 

Mr. MORGAN. I would like to have the res- 
olutions read; and if geptlemen do not approve of 


| them, I will not press the present consideration 


of them. 


Mr. HUGHES. I do not objeet to their being 
read. 


The resolutions were read, as follows: 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives in 


| Congress assembled, That the Secretary af State and the 


Librarian of Congress be directed to deliver to the Becre- 
tary of the Interior all the extra copies of thé’Annals of 
Congress, Adams’s Works, and American Archives, in their 
POossessiou. ‘ 4 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be direéted 
to deliver to such literary institutions or public libraries as 
may be designated by cach Senator, member of the House 
of Representatives, and Delegate in Congress, three sets 
of the Annals of Congress, one set of Adamsa’s Works, and 
one set of the American Archives. 


. 
Mr. WINSLOW. I h&ve no abjection to the 
resolutions; but I will state that a bill has already 


been introduced into the House covering the 
whole matter. 
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Mr. MORGAN. It will be impossible, I think, 
to get that bill through. 8 

Mr. WINSLOW. The Senate have passed a 
bill on the same sufject; and I have no doubt the 
House will pass it also. 

Mr. MORGAN. Well, I will withdraw the 
resolutions for the present, upon the statement 
of the gentleman from North Carolina. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER stated that reports from com- 
Mittees were in order, commencing with the Com- 
mittee forthe District of Columbia. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. The Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was making 
reports when the last call of committees was sus- 
vended, and I was upon the floor asking to be | 
it ard. 


The SPEAKER. The 23d rule, at the com- | 


mencement of the present session of Congress, 
was amended by adding thereto the following 
proviso: | 
“ Provided, That whenever any committee shall have oc- 
cupied the morning hour on two days, it shall not be in 


order for such committee to report further until the other 
committees shall have been called in their turn.’”’ 


MAILS TO THE PACIFIC COAST. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Then I ask leave of | 
the House to report, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, an act to provide for 


the transportation of the United States mails from || 


the Atlantic to the Pacific coast. I wish to have it 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. have no | 
objection, but I desire to have a report from the 
Committee on Commerce printed. I hope there | 
wilk be no objection. 

The SPEAKER, The Chaircannot entertain 
two propositions at once. 

Mr. GARNETT. I object. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Then I move to sus- 
vend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order | 
to-day. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask per- 
mission of the House to have a report printed. 

Mr. HUGHES. I call for the regular order of | 
business. 

The SPEAKER. Reports are in order from 
the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. GARNETT subsequently withdrew his 
objection to the reporting of Mr. Crate’s bill; 
which was thereupon read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I ask to pgsent an amend- 
ment to that bill, in the nature of a substitute, for | 
the purpose of having it referred and printed. 

Mr. SRAIG, of Missouri. I have no objec- 
tion to that. 

It was so ordered. 


ROADS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. DEAN, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported back, with a recom- | 
mendation that it do not pass, a bill (S. No. 168) | 
to relieve the corporation of Georgetown from the | 
expense of making and repairing roads west of | 
Rock creek; which was laid on the table. 


PROVIDENT ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS. 
On motion of Mr. DODD, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia be discharged from the further consideration of the me- 
morial of the Provident Association of Clerks of the city of 
Washington, and that the same be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 


H. B. ROBERTSON. 
On motion of Mr. DODD, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee for the District of Colum- | 
bia be discharged from the further consideration of the ap- | 
plication of H. B. Robertson, and that the same be laid on 
the table, @ 


TITLE TO CHURCH PROPERTY. 
Mr. DODD, from the Committee for the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia, reported back, with a recom- | 
mendation that itdo not pass, a bill (S. No. 241) 
relating to the manner of holding and transmitting 
the title to certain church property therein men- 
tioned; whieh was laid on the table. 


| 
PROPERTY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. | 
‘ 








On motion of Mr. BOWIE, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee for the District of Colum- 





bia be discharged from the further consideration of the pe- {| he desire it, be mad 
|) tition of citizens of the District of Columbia, asking for the 


passage of an act of Congress for the protection of property 
in the District; and that the same be laid on the table. 


LITTLE FALLS BRIDGE. 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Mr. BOWIE. Iam directed by the Committee | 


for the District of Columbia to report back, with || plaintiff, he may have execution issu 


a recommendation that it do pass, a bill (S. No. 
414) to reimburse the corporation of Georgetown, 
in the District of Columbia, a sum of money ad- 
vanced towards the construction of the Little Falls 
bridge; and to ask to have it put upon its ne 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The bill appro- 
priates money, and must go to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. It must be referred, except 
its reference be waived by the unanimous consent 


|| of the House. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not waive its 
reference. Let it go to the Committee of the 
, Whole on the state of the Union. 
| It was so referred, and ordered to be printed. 


|| ENFORCEMENT OF MECHANICS’ LIENS. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Georgia. The Committee 
for the District of Columbia, to which was re- 
ferred Senate bill No. 182, entitled ‘‘An act for 
the enforcement of mechanics’ liens on buildings, 
&c., in the District of Columbia,’’ have directed 
me to report the same back, with a recommenda- 
tion that itdo pass. If it be in order, I move that 
it be put upon its passage now. It is a very im- 
portant bill to mechanics as well as to landlords, 
/on whose property in the District there are in- 

cumbrances. There can be no debate upon it. 
_ Most of the States of the Union have already sim- 
ilar acts. It simply provides for recording liens 
for work done, and for enforcing them. 

The first section declares that any person who 
shall hereafter, by virtue of any contract with 
| the owner of any building, or with the agent of 
such owner, perform any labor upon, or furnish 
any materials, engine, or machinery, for the con- 
| struction or repairing of such building, shall, upon 
' filing the notice prescribed in section two of this 
| act, have a lien upon such building and the lot of 
ground upon which the same is situated, for such 
labor done, or materials, engine, or machinery 
| furnished, when the amount shall exceed twenty 
| dollars. 

The second section declares that any person 
wishing to avail himself of this chapter, whether 
his claim be due or not, shall file in the office of 
| the clerk of the circuit court of the United States 
for the District of Columbia, at any time within 
| three months after the completion of such build- 
| ing or repairs, a notice of his intention to hold 
a lien upon the property declared by this act liable 
to such lien, for the amount due or to become 
due to him, specifically setting forth the amount 
claimed. Upon his failure to do so, the lien shall 
be lost. The clerk aforesaid shall file and record 
such notice in a book provided for that purpose. 

The third section declares that such fo shall 

cease to exist at the expiration of one year after 
the completion of the building or repairs, unless, 
| before that time, an action to enforce the same 
shall have been commenced in the said circuit 
| court by the person having such lien against the 
| owner with whom, or with whose agent, the con- 
tract was made, unless such claim be not due at 
| the expiration of one year aftersuch completion, 
|in which case the action shall be commenced 
| within three months after the same shall have 
| become due. 
The fourth section declares that the complaint 
| of the plaintiff shall contain a brief statement of 
the contract on which the claim is founded, the 
| amount due thereon, the time when the notice was 
| filed with the clerk, the time when the building 
was completed, if it be completed, with a descrip- 
tion of the premises, and any other material facts, 
and shall pray that the premises may be sold and 
| the proceeds of the sale applied to the discharge 





| of the lien. 
| The fifth section declares that the summons 
' shall be served as in other cases, or, instead of 
service by publication, it may be made by deliv- 
| ering a copy thereof to the person in poaerees 
| of the premises. If the defendant shall have sold 
| or disposed of the premises before the service of 
the summon®, the court shall direct notice of the 
proceedings to be served on the purchaser, or his 
\agent for the premises, who may thereupon, if 


\ 








Te anuary 26, 


e & party defendant in the 











action. 
_ The sixth section declares that the Toceedings 
in an action to enforce such lien shall be the same 
as in other actions, except as otherwise Provided 
in this act; and if judgment be rendered for the 
ed agai 

the premises, and thereupon the marshal shal 
proceed as upon other executions upon real prop- 


erty. 

The seventh section declares that the liens cre. 
ated in pursuance of the provisions of this act 
shall have precedence over all other liens or jn. 
cumbrances which attached upon the premises 
subsequent to the time at which the building was 
commenced or the materials were furnished. [¢ 
upon a sale of the premises on execution, the pro. 
ceeds be insufficient to pay all such liens, the court 
shall order them to be paid in proportion to the 
amount, respectively, due to each, and any other 
property of the defendant, not exempt from exe. 
cution, may be sold to satisfy such execution, 

The eighth section declares that if the buildine 

be on any land lying outside the corporate limits 
of Washington city and Georgetown, the land 
upon which the same is erected, together with the 
space around the same, not exceeding five hun- 
dred square feet clear of the building, shall also 
be subject to the said lien, if the said land, at the 
time of the erection or repair of such buildin E 
shall have been the property of the person con- 
tracting for the erection or repair of és same, If 
the building be in Washington city or George. 
town, the ground on which the same is erected, 
and a space of ground equal to the front of the 
building, and extending to the depth of the lot or 
lots on which it is erected, shall also be bound by 
the said lien, subject to the foregoing proviso. 
The ninth section declares that all or any num- 
ber of persons, having liens on the same building 
ursuant to the provisions of this act, may join 
In one action, but their claims shall be stated dis- 
tinctly as in a separate action, and the judgment 
shall show the amounts to which they are respect- 
ively entitled. If several such actions be brought 
by different claimants, and be pending at the same 
time, the court may order them to be consolidated. 
The tenth section declares that, whenever any 
person having a lien, by virtue of the provisions 
of this chapter, shall have received satisfaction 
for his claim, and the cost of his proceedings 
thereon, he shall, upon the request of any person 
interested, and upon the payment or tender of the 
costs of entering satisfaction, within six days after 
such payment or tender, enter satisfaction of his 
demand in the office of the clerk aforesaid; and 
upon failure to do so he shall forfeit and pay fifty 
dollars to the party aggrievedgand ail damages 
which he may oa sustained in consequence of 
such failure or neglect. 
The eleventh section declares that any sub-con- 
tractor, journeyman, or laborer, employed in the 
construction or repairing of any building, or in 
furnishing any materials or machinery for the 
same, May give the owner thereof notice in writ- 
ing, particularly settjng forth the amount of his 
claim, and the service rendered for which his em- 
ployer is indebted to him, and that he holds the 
owner responsible for the same; and the owner of 
the building shaJl be liable for such claim, but not 
to exceed the amount due from him to the em- 
ployer at the time of notice, or subsequently, 
which may be recovered in an action. 

The twelfth section declares that whenever any 
sub-contractor, journeyman, or laborer, shall re- 
cover any such claim from the owner of the build- 
ing, thé same may be set off by such owner in any 
action brought against him by the person who 
otherwise would be entitled to recover the same 
under the contract. 

The thirteenth section declares that in all pro- 
ceedings, commenced under this act, the defend- 
ant may file a written undertaking, with surety 
to be approved by the court, to the effect that he 
will pay the judgment that may be recovered, and 
costs, and thereby release his property from the 
lien hereby created. 

The fourteenth section declares that any person, 
having possession of the same, who shal! make, 
alter, repair, or bestow any labor, on any article 
of personal property, at the request of the owner 
or lawful possessor thereof, shall have a lien on 
such property so made, altered, or repaired, oF 
upon which labor has been bestowed, for his just 
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«nd reasonable charges for the labor he has per- | 
formed, and the materials he has furnished; and 
such person may hold and retain possession of 


the same until such just and reasonable charges || regular order of business, too. 
shall be paid. 


. NITED STAT J I <ANSAS., 
The fifteenth section declares that any person | ines ~ Pe Cea OF —— 
who is a common carrier, or who shall, at the re- | _Mr. READY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
gest of the owner or lawful possessor of any | diciary, reported back, with a recommendation 
ersonal property, carry, convey, or transport the that it do not pass, a bill (S. No. 278) concern- |, 
same from one place to another, and any person || ing the courts of the United States in the district || 
who shall safely keep or store any personal prop- of Arkansas; which was laid on the table, and | 
erty at the request of the owner or lawful pos- | ordered to be printed. 
sessor thereof, and any person who shall depas- | ADVERSE REPORTS. 


ture oF feed x Peete — hogs, sheep, | | Mr. HOUSTON, from the same committee, | 
other live-stock, or bestow any labor, care, or at" |! 1340 adverse reports on the following resolutions 


tention upon the same, at the request eo owner '' and memorials; which were severally laid upon 
or lawful possessor thereof, shall have bl os Upon || the table, and ordered to be printed: 
such property for an and eapenee ® aa A joint resolation of the bitbecusi Legislature, || 
for the labor, Gate, Aud attention ad as bestowed || instructing her Senators and Representatives to | 
and the food he has furnished, an 7 te ask for an appropriation to build a court-house | 
the possession of such property until such charges || | 4 pest office at Jefferson City; 


are paid. : . ‘ The memorial of the citizens of Madison coun- 
The sixteenth section declares that if such just | ty, Tennessee, for an appropriation for a court- ] 


and ressonable chaiges be not paid within six | house, post office, and pension office, at Jackson, 
months after the care, attention, and labor shall | ienaaxanen 
- | = : 

have been performed or bestowed, or the mate- || Papers and proofs relating to the claim of | 
rials or food shall have been furnished, the person |/ ry omas C. Ware, for compensation for profes- | 
having such lien may proceed to sell, at public | sional services in the case of the steamer Martha 
auction, the property mentioned in sections four- || Washineton: | 
teen, fifteen, sixteen, and seventeen of this act, or | acs 
a part thereof, sufficient to pay such just and 
reasonable charges. Before selling, he shall give 
notice of such sale, by advertisement, at least 
once a week for three weeks, in some newspaper 
printed and published in the District of Columbia; 
and the proceeds of such sale shall be applied, 
first, to the discharge of such lien and the costs 
and expenses of keeping and selling such prop- 
erty, and the remainder, ifany, shall be paid over | 
to the owner thereof? 

The seventeenth section declares that, where the 








call for the regular order of business. 1| 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call for the | 


| 
| 


| | 











| asking that the heirs of Charlies Carroll be re- 

‘leased from a suit now pending in the circuit 

court of the United States for the District of Co- 

lumbia, against CHarles Carroll and Eli Williams; 
A memorial for compensation of clerks, &c.; 

i and 

A resolution as to electing Senators, &c. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


Mr. HOUSTON also, from the same commit- 
e : I tee, reported back, with a recommendation that | 
property is of a perishable nature, and will be | they do not pass, the following bills; which were 
greatly injured py delay, or where the property | severally laid upon the table: 
bailed or kept be horses, cattle, hogs, sheep, or | 
other live-stock, the person to whom the charges 
may be due, may, after the expiration of thirty 
days from the time when such charges shall have 
become due, proceed to dispose of so much of the | 


a custom-house, post office, and court-house, in 
| Appalachicola, in the State of Florida; 

A bill (H. R. No. 196) for the construction of | 
a suitable building for the accommodation of the | 
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Mr. GREENWOOD. ‘Then I object to it, and |) question. I move to reconsider the vote b 





hich 
bill (S. No. 278) concerning the Uni Sans 


courts in Arkansas was laid upon the table. [I 
ask to have the motion entered. 

The motion was entered, and passed over, 

COURT OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported back, with a 
recommendation that it do not pass, a bill (H. R. 

0. 653) to amend an act to establish a court for 
the investigation of claims against the United 





| States, so as to permit creditors of the Govern- 


ment to sue in the district courts of the United 
States. : 

Mr. GROW. I move that the bill be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and be printed. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. A report has 
been prepared to accompany this bill; but it has 
not yet received the technical approval of the 
committee. I ask leave to file that report, and 
have it printed and referred with the bill 


Leave was granted. ® 


COMMENCEMENT OF ACTIONS. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass, a bill (H.R. No. 477) to 
limit the commencement of actions in certain 


The petition of Charles H. Carroll and others, | cases; which was laid upon the table. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr. CHAPMAN also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back, with a recommendation 
that it do not pass, a bill (H. R. No. 83) to di- 
vide the State of Pennsylvania into three judicial 
districts; which was laid upon the table. 


FORGERY OF LAND WARRANTS, ETC. 


Mr. CHAPMAN also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the punishment of 
forging or counterfeiting military bounty land 
certificates, certificates of location, certificates of 


A bill (H. R. No. 151) for the construction of || purchase, and receivers’ receipts; which was 


read a first and second time. 

Mr. CHAPMAN. I ask that the bill be put 
upon its passage. 

The bill was read. 








property as may be necessary, as hereinbefore 
provided, 

The eighteenth section declares that the provis- | 
ions of sections fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, and sev- 
enteen of this act shall not interfere with any spe- | 





cial agreement of the parties. 

The nineteenth section declares the act entitled 
‘An act to secure mechanics and others,’’ &c., 
approved March 2, 1833, and all other acts and 
parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of | 
this act, repealed, and that this act shall take effect 
from the date of its passage. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. ATKINS, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to amend 
the acts in relation to the Post Office Department. 


| 


circuit and district, courts of the United States,|| Mr. HUGHES, I beg leave to suggest to the 

and the several offices connected therewith, and || gentleman from Pennsylvania who reported this 

the post office, at Hartford, Connecticut; '| bill, that if I understood the reading aright, there 
A bill (H. R. No. 310) to provide a building || is no language in the bill providing for the felo- 

for the accommodation of the courts of the United | pious intent; the words ** knowing the same to 

States and the post office, at Tyler, in the State of | be forged and counterfeit” are omitted. 

Texas; and | Mr. CHAPMAN. I ask that the last para- 
A bill (H. R. No. 24) authorizing the construc- | graph of the bill may be read again? 

tion of a building at Montgomery, State gf Ala- || ‘The last paragraph of the bill was read. 

bama, for a court-house and post office. wr yp meg Mr. 7 eg Fae race 

NATURALIZATION LAWS. of which the gentleman speaks was inadvertently 


= ; made. I presume there will be no objection to 
Mr. HOUSTON also, from the same commit- | the correction being made. 


tee, reported back, with a recommendation that There being no objection, the correction was 
it do not pass, a bill (H. R. No. 699) to amend accordingly a ae 4 ’ 
the naturalization laws; which was laid upon the || Mr,CHAPMAN. Thisis a very important 


table. bill, and I may say that it has received the entire 
FEES OF THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. approbation of the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I have been instructed by 
the Committee on the Judiciary to report a reso- 
| lution, which I will have read. I do not know | 
but that the action of the House, the day before | 
yesterday, in amending a bill, may have super- | 


The bill proposes to increase the rate of postage 
from three cents to five cents. The bill was re- | 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT MEMPHIS. 


It provides for the punishment of the forging and 
counterfeiting of military bounty land warrants, 
and military bounty land warrant certificates, 
issued by the Commissioner of Pensions, the re- 
| ceipts for purchasing the lands of theUnited States, 








Mr. ATKINS also, from the same committee, | 
reported back a bill (H. R. No. 695) to increase | 
the appropriation for public buildings at Mem- | 
phis, Tennessee; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


and ordered to be printed. 


| 
SURVEY OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


_Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Some days 
Since, on motion of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, (Mr. Arkins,] a special committee was ap- 
footed to examine in regard to the survey of the 

ississippi and the building of a levee. There 
ave been several petitions on that subject referred 
to the Committee on Commerce; and I have been 
directed to ask that that committee be discharged | 
from the further consideration thereof, and that | 
the same be referred to the special committee, and | 
one of them to the Committee on Public Lands. | 
Mr. GREENWOOD. Is this in order, Mr. | 
Speaker ? 
The SPEAKER. It is not. | 





seded the necessity of acting upon the report. || and the certificates of purchase issued by any 
The House, however, will determine that fact. I | register or receiver. : Bayh 
do not feel at liberty to withhold the report from | t provides a!so for the punishment of issuing 
the House. || or drawing any such instruments, knowing them 
The resolution was read, as follows: | to be counterfeit, and annexes a penalty for such 
Resolved, ‘That the proper and legitimate construction of | act, of not less than three years” imprisonment, 
the 69th rule of the House of Representatives allows to the |.and not more than ten years. There is not, at 


Sergeant-at-Arms only ten cents a mile for the number of |! this time, any statute of the United States for 
miles aetually traveled, by himself or his special messengers, 


in making arrests or summoning witnesses, regardless of the | the punishment of such crimes, although there 
number of arrests made or witnesses summoned. | are ne rons for the prosecution of perpe- 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I hope the res- || trators o forgeries in other cases, such as forg- 


olution will be adopted. 





It can do no harm. | ing Treasury notes, and papers relating to the 
Mr. HOUSTON. I would rather it should be | a of pensions; but thus far there has 
assed. _ been no law passed applicable to the forgery of 
The resolution was adopted. | military bounty land warrants. These instru- 
Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the yote | ments, being exclusively the creatures of law, re- 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also _ sulting from the legislation of Congress in regard 





moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the | © the public lands, it is most important that the 
y P | United States courts should have jurisdiction of 
_ this class of offenses. There is no jurisdiction at 


common law, and if resort be had to the State 
UNITED STATES COURTS IN ARKANSAS. || courts it is necessary that there should be legis- 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I rise to a privileged || lation in the States or Territories, in order that 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
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the State courts may have jurisdiction over the 
su! jeet-matter, A difficulty of this description 
arose not long since in one of the Territories, 
now a State of this Union, and the United States 
authorities were very much embarrassed for want 
of this very legislation, Certificates of location 
in that Territory were forged, covering an extent 
of ten Dackadind weeks of land. Three of the per- 
petrators were arrested, one of them escaped, and 
whether the others have since been tried or not I 
do not know; but it was necessary, in that in- 
stance, to resort to the local authorities. 
hands of the United States authorities were tied, 
and they were unable to accomplish what they 
would have accomplished if this legislation had 
then been in existence. 

This matter has earnestly been recommended 
by the Secretary of the Interior. In consequence 
of the opportunity the perpetrators of these of- 
fenses have had to escape justice, and the number 
of offenders who have been permitted to go un- 
whipped of justice, it is very important that this 
bill should beeome a law without delay. I de- 
mand the previous question on the engrossment 
of the bill, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and, being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. . 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed sand also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


COURTS IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Mr. CHAPMAN. Lam instructed by the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary to report back the memo- 
rial of the Legislative Assembly of Washington 
Territory, asking that courts may be held in each 
county of that Territory; with the recommenda- 
tion that it be laid on the table. They propose to 
be discharged from the consideration of the me- 
morial in consequence of the legislation of the last 
session, Which, it is supposed, meets the purpose 
of the memorial. 

The memorial was laid on the table, and the 
committee discharged from the further consider- 
ation thereof. 

Mr. DODD moved to reconsider the vote by 
which Senate bill No. 241 was laid on the table; 
and moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was arreed to. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN ILLINOIS. 


Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to authorize the hold- 
ing of the circuit and district courts of the United 
States in the city of Peoria, Illinois; which was 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. KELLOGG. lL ask to have that bill put 
upon 1ts passage, 

The bill was read in extenso. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. If I understand the 
reading of that bill, [ think itattaches to thenorth- 
ern district of Illinois certain counties which now 
form a part of the southern district. Ido not pro- 
pose to interfere with the gentleman’s bill. I am 
willing that he should have a term of the United 
States district court held at Peoria; but, as a Rep- 
resentative of the southern district of that State, 
1 am not willing that, for the purpose of effecting 
that object, he should take a part of the counties 
from the southern district and attach them to the 
northern district. 
read again that portion of the bill. 


The Clerk read the bill again; which provided, 


among other things, that the counties of Fulton 


and ‘T'azewell should be attached to, and become | 


a part of, the northern district of Llinois. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I would say to the gentle- 
man that the counties of Fulton and Tazewell are 
the only ones changed. The county of Fulton was 
originally designed to be attached to the northern 
district; but by a mistake it was not done. The 


county of Tazewell is within a stone’s throw of 


ei and it was thought advisable to attach it 
Also. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. As those are the 
only two counties proposed to be attached to the 
northern district, I will make no objection to it. 

Mr, HUGHES, I wish to inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois whether there are any pub- 


The | 


1 would like to have the Clerk | 
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lic buildings in Peoria to accommodate the holding | 
of the courts, or whether itis not necessary, after 
the passage of this bill, to provide suitable build- 
ings for holding the courts? 

Mr. KELLOGG. There are county buildings 
which will be used for that purpose, and it is not 
designed to ask for any money appropriation for 
the purpose of providing accommodations for the 
holding of courts, in the way of new buildings 
or otherwise. 

Mr. HUGHES. Another question: What will 
be the probable expense of holding those terms of 
the court; thatis inthe way of jurors, fees, &c.? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Not adollar more than it 
costs now. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and ! 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time. 

Mr. KELLOGG demanded the previous ques- 
tion upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, ard the 
main question ordered to be put; and, under the 
operation thereof, the bill was passed. 

Mr. KELLOGG moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CATHARINE ANSART. 


Mr. VANCE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an adverse report on the 
petition of Catharine Ansart; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be prigted. 


DANIEL BEDINGER. 


Mr. VANCE also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Daniel 
Bedinger; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 


DEXTER BARNES. 


Mr. FENTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Interior to issue a land warrant for 
one hundred and sixty acres of land to Dexter 
Barnes; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 


TOBACCO TRADE. 
Mr. WHITELEY, from the Committee on | 


Agriculture, reported back a joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 38) upon the subject of the tobacco trade 
with foreign nations, witha recommendation that 
it do pass. 

The tesolution declares, first, that the trade in | 
tobacco with Great Britain, France, Spain, Por- 
tugal, Austria, Brazil, and other foreien nations, 
is clogged with restrictions and limitations wholly 
inconsistent with, that fair and reciprocal condi- 
tion of commerce which ought to exist between 
the United States and those nations respectively; 
and is therefore unsatisfactory to the States of 
Virginia, Kentucky, Maryland, North Carolina, 
Missouri, Tennessee ,Ohio,Connecticut, and other 
tobacco-growing States, in which that article is 
an important, if not the chief, staple of agricul- 
tural production. 

Second, that it is the duty of the Federal Gov- 
ernment to use its utmost powers of negotiation, 
or other constitutional means, to obtain a modi- 
fication or reduction on the part of said foreign 
nations of the duties and restrictions imposed by 
them on the importation of American tobacco; 
and to this end to employ all the diplomatic and 
commercial powers which the Constitution has 
confided to it, in producing a more just and equal 
reciprocity in a trade so deeply involviag the 
value of that portion of the agricultural labor of 
the country, in which at. least one fourth of the 
Confederacy is concerned. 

Third, that the treaties of the United States 
with China and Japan present a fair and fitting 
occasion for the enlargement and extension of the 
tobacco trade of the United States, and that it is 
the duty of the Government of the United States 
to use all its exertions within the limits of con- 
stitutional power, to foster and encourage the in- 
troduction of American tobacco as an article of 
use among the people of those nations. 

Fourth, that diplomatic negotiations with Eng- || 
land, France, Spain, and Austria, as wellas with || 
China and Japan, ought to be commenced as soon || 


i} 


| whatever. 


| where. 
‘and the cotton of the South, as well as for the 


| ing my term o 
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as practicable by the Government of the United 
States, with the view of obtaining a modific 
of the existing systems of revenue and taxation 
of those nations in respect to American tobacco: 
and that, for this purpose, instructions ought t, 
be given to our foreign ministers, consuls, and 
commercial agents to those nations, by the Execy. 
tive of the United States, to use all their constj- 
tutional and legitimate functions in producing gg 
desirable a result. 7 

Mr.GARNETT. Iunderstand one of these reg. 
olutions to suggest that we shall go into a system 
of retaliating restrictions on foreign countries, in 
order to force them to change their duties on our 
tobacco. I donot think that the committee ought 
to pursue it to a vote at this time. . 

he second resolution was again read. 

Mr. GARNETT. I think that that resolution 

clearly alludes to modes other than ‘diplomatic, 


It says, ‘all the diplomatic and commercial 


yowers.’? 


Mr:OLEN. That is the power of making war, 

Mr. GARNETT. Iam very willing that all 
proper measures shall be taken to have the duties 
imposed by foreign Governments on tobacco re- 
moved; but lam unwilling to vote fora resolution 
looking to retaliatory measures in regard to the 
tariff. 

Mr. WHITELEY. There is no such inten- 
tion. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I suggest to 
the chairman of the Committee on Agriculture 
that he remove from these resolutions the speci- 
wity of legisiation, and that they be altered so as 
to require the President to instruct our diplomatic 
agents to procure the removal of all duties which 
are injurious to American interests in any respect 
I should like to have the President 
requested to instruct our agents abroad to pro- 


ation 


| cure from foreign Governments the removal of 
| duties upon American iron and other products, 


This is a specie protection to one interest of the 
country. I have no objection to‘protection any- 
Iam for the protection of the tobacco 


protection of the iron and the manufactures of the 
North. I shall, therefore, vote for the resolu- 
tions; but, I think, that to be equally just to all 
the great interests of the country, they should 
have been made more expansive, and should 
have comprehended instructions to the diplomatic 
representatives abroad to procure the removal of 
all duties that militate against American interests. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I do not think 
that the resolutions are tiable to the exceptions 
taken by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 


| Morats;] and the gentleman who introduced them 


assures the House that such was not the inten- 
tion of the Committee on Agriculture. I do not 
see anything like protection in these resolutions. 
1 move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 
The joint resolution was passed—ayes 87, noes 


Mr. WHITELEY moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the joint resolution was passed: 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 


39 


| upon the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. KELSEY, from the Committee on Agri- 
culture, reported back, with a recommendation 
that it do pass, a bill (H. R. No. 72) to secure 
homesteads to actual settlers on the public do- 
main; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Leave was granted to Mr. Keusey to file a writ 


_ ten report to accompany the bill, and be printed. 


Mr. GROW. I move to reconsider the vote by 


which the bill was referred to the Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union. Early in 
the last session I introduced this bill, which pro- 
vides for granting homesteads on the public do- 
main, and I also introduced a bill to provide that 


hereafter the sales of the public lands shall be 


confined to actual settlers for ten years after they 
have been surveyed. Those bills were both re- 
ferred to the appeoprinte committees. Twice, dur- 

service in Congress, a bill similar 


in all its provisions to this one, has passed the 
House of Representatives, and twice it has failed 
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in the Senate. As the propriety of granting home- 
eteads. to actual settlers on the public domain isa 


euestion that has been very fully discussed in the | 


House for the last eight years, and in which 1 
have taken not a little part; k do not propose, 
therefore, to trespass now upon its attention longer 
than to enable me to make a single remark in ex- 
planation of the reason of my motion; as I was 
engaged when the motion to refer was put, and 
did not know that the report was made. 

In my judgment, the land policy of this coun- 
try should be brought back to the principles of 
sound legislation on this subject, as laid down by 
General Jackson, in his message in 1832, that 
you should cease to look to the public lands as a 
source of revenue, and that they should be set 
apart and secured, in limited quantities, as homes 
for actual settlers. Believing that that should 
have been the policy in the first disposition of the 
public lands, | trust that this Congress will re- 
store the Government to that policy, and that the 
public lands will hereafter be secured in limited 
quantities to actual settlers, instead of being left, 
as they now are, to be absorbed by the capital of 
the country in a vast system of land monopoly. 

It is unnecessary, | trust, to argue with any 
centleman on this floor that the deadliest, direst 
curse that can be inflicted on the new States or 
upon any country is a system of land monopoly. 
It palsies the arm of industry and paralyzes the 
energies of a nation. It has been tried in the Old 
World, and its ffaits are written in the sighs and 
tears of its crushed millions. It has been tried 
there sufficiently long to satisfy the most skepti- 
eal that the condition of the new States will be 
greatly improved if you will secure and guard the 


settlers forever against a system of land monop- | 


oly in the public domain. By securing the lands 
to the actual settler, you will not only confer such 
a blessing updn the new States, but will add in 
the most substantial manner to the greatness and 
glory of the Republic. By the Constitution, Con- 


gress is made a trustee of these lands, to admin- | 


ister them in the way that will best promote the 
general welfare. How ¢an this be done in any 


better way than by placing upon them actual set- | 


tlers, who, by the cultivation of the soil, wall de- 


velop its resources and convert the haunts. of sav- | 


age life into a home for civilized man, and ** make 


the wilderness bloom and blossom as the rose?’? | 


3y the present land system the settler is obliged 


to go far distant into the wilderness, or to pay to | 


the speculator, who has purchased from the Gov- 


ernment the more desirable locations, fouy or five | 


dollars per acre in advance upon the Government 
price of the public lands. What is the injury 
thus inflicted upon the labor of the country and 
the development of its great interests? Under 
and by authority of your existing laws you per- 
mit to be abstracted from its hard earnings four, 
five, six, or eight dollars per acre, to be paid into 
the pocket of the speculator and non-resident land- 
holder, to be squandered too often in reckless and 
prodigal extravagance. 


Under the existing system, the actual settler 


gets his land in comparatively few cases at Gov- 


ernment price; but that is not the greatest evil | 


he has to encounter. By the lands being held by 
non-residents, the actual settlers are of necessity 
thrown further apart, thus making it more difficult 
to have schools and churches, and to surround 
their homes with all the adjuncts of a nobler and 
better civilization. Let the land system be so fixed 
that the actual settlers can take from the Govern- 
ment these lands as a homestead, by paying the 
expenses of the land office, or at the Government 
priceas preémptors, and they are sectred thereby 
in the means of making compactsettlements, open- 
ing and constructing public roads, and building 
school-houses, and churches, and even railroads, 
and of supplying all the wants of a thriving peo- 
ple and growing civilization; and you wiil re- 
quire no grants of alternate sections to open the 
wilderness. Four or five dollars per acre would 
amount to the sum of eighty or a hundred thou- 
sand dollars if each township that you take from 
the settler, under the operation of existing laws, 
and pay over to the speculator. And this legis- 
tation you call just. It is of such legislation that 
the settler complains. Why not leave this large 
amount of his earnings in his own hands, with 


which he may open the avenues of trade, surround | 


is home with comfort, and rear his children hon- 
ored and respected members of society? 
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' purifying the influences of the domestic fireside by |! 


| State of the Union; and upon that motion I de- 


; motion. 
{ 


| papers and periodicals was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


| Union. 


| may be called up at any time. 


| call up the motion to reconsider at half past twelve 
| o’clock to-morrow. 


| but cagnot now be considered. 


613 

In addition to the justice of securing to the || friends of the bill will vote down all other motions, 
actual settler a homestead in order thus most ef- || and come to a vote upon the bill, 
fectually to develop the material interests of the || Mr. HUGHES. ff we go to the business on 
country, it is required by every dictate of human- || the Speaker’s table, what will be the business in 
ity. If you would elevate the race, make it wiser || order ? 
and betier; the first and most important step in || The SPEAKER. First, the disposition of ex- 
its advancement is to surround the fireside with || ecutive communications, and then of certain bills 
comfort. Itis in vain you attempt to beckon on || from the Senate. 
the weary pilgrim of this world to a higher exist- || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the under- 
ence, and arouse in his bosom the nobler elements || standing that the vote shall be taken on the mo- 
of his nature, unfess you place within his reach || tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania to recon- 
the means for satisfying his present physical ||\sider to-morrow morning, I am willing that it 
wants. T'would not, howaver: have the Govern- | shall go over until that time. 
ment converted into an almshouse to relieve all The SPEAKER. It may be called up at any 
the distresses of men. It cannot, I crant,alleviate |) time. A 
the manifold woes of the race; but so far ag it is Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Very well, then; 
within its constitutional power, I would have it |, I withdraw all opposition to the motion of the 
so administered that it should add as much as | gentleman from Missouri to go into the Commit- 
possible to the comfort, happiness, and welfare of | tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
the race. Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. TI trust, then, 

In the disposition of the public lands you have | that the gentleman from Missouri will withdraw 
it in your power to secure that object, ‘to a great || his motion to go into committee, and allow us to 
extent, by securing to the actual settler a choice || go on in calling the committees for reports. 
of home on the public domain. At present the Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I cannot with- 
public lands are opened in large quantities, to be |, draw the motion. 
purchased by the speculator, who, of course, seeks Mr. PHELPS, of Minnesota. 
the best locations in the newly-surveyed districts, || steed bill now amendable ? 
and the actual settlers are thus pressed still fur- The SPEAKER. Itis not before the House 
ther into the wilderness, unless they pay an en- |, at this time. A motion has been made to recon- 
hanced price. Secure to the actual settler those | sider the vote referring it to the Committee of the 
lands nearer to civilization, and leave to him his |, Whole on the state of the Union. 
earnings, with which to surround his home with Mr. PHELPS, of Minnesota. If the motion 
comfort and make his fireside happy, and you || to reconsider should succeed, will the bill be open 
will have overcome one of the gre to amendment? 

The SPEAKER. If the House reconsider the 
vote, and refuse to commit the bill, it will then 
be open to amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
gentleman from Missouri will insist on his motion 
to go into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
upon the motion. . 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Sre- 
VENSON in the hair,) and resumed the considera- 
tion of the 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The pending question being upon the amend- 

ment of the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 

\| Sincieron,] to add, at the end of the bill, the fol- 
lowing: 

And provided further, That no part of said appropriation 
| shall be used for the support or education of any Africans 
heretofore returned, or hereafter to be returned, to their 
native country, under the provisions of said act of Jd March, 
1819, afterthe same are delivered into the hands of the agent 
or agents appointed to receive them from the United States, 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move to lay The amendment was not agreed to. 
the motion to reconsider on the table. Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to move an ad- 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call for the || ditional section to the bill. 
yeas and nays upon that motion. | Mr. CRAWFORD. Before the gentleman 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move to pro- || makes that motion, I will move to reduce the ap- 
ceed to the business on the Sfeaker’s table. propriation in this clause of the bill from $75,000 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve || in the bill, because about thirty thousand dollars 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the |! of this sum is intended to furnish a year’s sup- 
state of the Union. | port to the Africans who were returned on board 
the Niagara to Liberid, and is to be paid to the 

Colonization Society. Neither can I give m 
assent to the construction of the act of 1819 which 

secures to these negroes support and maintenance 

for a year after their return. Indeed, sir, if that 

authority is given by that law for ed es there 
The SPEAKER. The motion will be entered, || is no limit to prevent its being done for twenty. 
| That act authorizes the President to employ the 
The question recurred on the motion to go into | vessels of the United States in cruising either 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | upon our own coast or that of Africa, for the pur- 
| pose of preventing our citizens fronvearrying on 

Mr. GROW. I desire to ask whether, if we go | the slave trade, and to use American vessels to 
into committee now, the motion to reconsider | seize and bring into port all slavers captured upon 
which I have made will conie up in the morning? | the high seas, such vessels to be sold, and the 

The SPEAKER. Notnecessarily. The motion | proceeds divided between the Government and 
| the officers and men so capturing the same, upon 

their delivery of the negroes aboard to the mar- 

shal of the dhtrict into which they are brought, 
and the officers and crew to the civil authorities 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Iam not aware | thereof. Next comes the section under which 
that there is any disposition to discuss this bill. | this money is sought to be appropriated; the ne- 
We might just as well come to the vote now as | groes being in the custody of the marshal, the Pres- 
at any other time, and I hope, therefore, that the | ident is ‘* authorized to make such regulations 


Is the home- 


itest obstacles 
in elevating, purifying, and ennobling the race. 
The man whose days are dragged out in procur- | 
Ing a morsel to sustain life, and whose last prayer, 
as he falls heart-broken into liis kennel of straw, 
is that he may never behold the light of another | 
day, is a poor subject for the missionary of a | 
purer and better state of existence. 
**Go say to the raging sea, be still; I ask for a vote 
Bid the wild, lawless winds, obey thy will; 
Preach to the storm, and reason with despair; 
But tell notrnisery’s son that life is fair.’’ | 


If you would elevate and reform, begin with | 


first making it comfortable and happy. LI hope | 
the motion to refer will be reconsidered, and that 
this bill may be put upon its passage. I therefore 
move toreconsider the vote by which the bill was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 


mand the previous question. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I hope the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania will withdraw that 
motion fora moment. | will make a motion which 
will be equivalent to it. 
Mr. GROW. No, sir; I cannot withdraw the || 
I hope it will be carried, and that the 
bill may be pa on its passage. 


NEWSPAPER POSTAGE. 


Mr. ENGLISH. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill relative to the postage oy news- 


Mr. GROW. Then I give notice that I will 


to $45,000. Leannot give my support to this clause’ 
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and arrangements as he may deem expedient for | 


the safe-keeping, support, and removal beyond the 
limits of the United States of all such negroes, 
mulattoes, or persons of color, as may be so 


brought within their jurisdiction; and to appoint | 


& proper person or persons residing upon the coast 
of Africa as agent or agents for receiving them,’’ 

This section devolves upon the President the 
duty, in the first place, to safely keep them; next, 
to support them whilst in the United States; then, to 
remove them beyond our limits; and lastly, to de- 


liver them to any person whom he thinks fit, upon 


the coast of Africa, when his obligation and his 
duty to thm and ourselves both cease. These 
things are all required to be done intermediate the 
time of their iolivery to our marshal here and 
their landing upon the coast of Africa. This con- 
struction corresponds with the reason for the law, 
and the objects and purposes to be accomplished 
by it. The Africans imported were wild, ungov- 
ernable savages, who could not be safely turned 
loose in our midst without great danger to the 
security of our own citizens; and hence the Pres- 
ident was required, when they were brought in, 
to safely keep, support, and remove them as 
quickly as possible from among us. 

‘The same reason which induced that section to 
be incorporated in the act, did not operate upon 
the President in the case of the Echo prisoners. 
Then the object was to protect the white man 
from the Africans; now the object was to prevent 
the Africans from being appropriated and made 
property by the white man. Then the whole 
South was unanimously against the slave trade, 
now itis becoming divided; and unless the war 
upon slavery is stopped, fifteen years will wit- 
ness the trade open for the South, and our then 
Mexican possessions reaching to Guatemala cer- 


tainly,and probably further south. But the ques- |) 
tion is as to the sum to be paid under this bill. || 
So long as the law stands upon the statute-book, | 


giving the bounty of twenty-five dollars apiece 
tor all Africans thus brought in, and requiring us 
to support them while here, and then to pay their 
expenses back to Africa, I will vote thatamount. 


As for the $30,000 to be paid tothe Colonization | 
Society after, if I vote for that I am then bound | 


by the President’s construction of the law, and I 
cannot give any such construction. The other | 
will pay, but no more. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. Iam opposed 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Georgia. 
J have listened with patience to the various com- 
mentaries made here in relation to this act of 
1819. IL look upon this whole question as one 
‘involving merely the consideration whether the 
President of the United States, in the execution 
of the act of 1819, has exercised a sound discre- 
tion. | have heard the explanation of my friend 
from Georgia, [Mr. Crawrorp,] assuming the act 
of 1819 to be within the purview of the Consti- 
tution—-and om that question I do not mean to 
commit myself. Assuming it to be constitutional, 
then the question arises, in a case such as this, 
whatis the duty of the Executive? Under the lan- 


guage of the act of 1819, itis the duty of the Pres- | 
ident of the United States, whenever Africans are | 


brought in by vessels of the United States, to see 
that they are taken care of,gnd to provide that 
they are removed beyond the jurisdiction of the 
United States; and on are required to be deliv- 
ered upon the coast of Africa to some agent— 
some ** proper agent or agents,’’ to use the Jan- 

uage of the law itself. Who is a proper agent? 

Vhat is the duty of the President under that part 
of the law ? Suppose no proper agent can be found 
on the coast of Africa to receive them, whatis the 
duty of the President of the United States? These 
Africans have to be kept and supported, and it 


may be one, two, or five years; and the Govern- | 
nment of the United States may be involved in | 
an enormous expense, if there is no proper agent | 


or agents there to receive them. 

Then may not I understand the act of 1819 to 
clothe the President of the United States with 
power still to take charge of and retain these ne- 


groes when transported to Africa, if there is no | 


agent to receive them? I ask gentlemen what 
course should the President take wnder such cir- 
cumstances? He is not authorized, under the act 
of 1819, to set them at large; but is to have them 
delivered to a proper agent, because, under the 
phraseology of that clause, they are to be sup- 
ported unui they are delivered over to such agent. 


gentlemen of the North if he undertakes to carry 
out.the fugitive slave law, and by some in the || 


' and with reason and common sense. Iama State- 
| rights man, of the strictest sect, andam againsta 


annual message tells us that there is no other point 
on the coast of Africa where these Africans could 


| be sanctioned now, we will be authorizing the 


' tured in a year, to enter into similar contracts for 


| and barbarism. ' 
| General Government, and also the contributions 
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I say, therefore, that, under the act of 1819, it '| the United States; and if he sent them to Cc 
‘| was the duty of the President of the United | 
| States to see that a * — agent ’’ was consti- 


tuted to receive them; and if he was necessarily 
obliged to make a contract stipulating for their | 
support, in order to carry out the provisions of | 
the act of 1819, and he made a reasonable ar- | 
rangement, under the act of 1819,I see no objec- | 
tion which can be made to the act of the Presi- | 
dent of the United States upom this subject. | 
The President seems to be between two fires, 
both in front and rear. He is blamed by some 


South if he assumes to carry into effect the act of | 


1819. J am opposed to all these superfine criti- || 


cisms and complaints, whether from the North or 
the Sopth. Without being the apologist of the 
President, I maintain that in carrying out the laws | 
upon the statute-book he has acted in good faith 


loose construction of the Constitution, or any of | 
the statutes now in force under this Government; 
but I submit it is not right, nor wise, nor accord- 
ing to the well-defined principles of law or com- | 
mon sense, to adopt those sublimated construc- 
tions and superfine notions, in relation to the 
conduct of the President under the act of 1819. 

Mr. MOORE. I move to increase the appro- 
priation $1,000. 

This question, Mr. Chairman, has been most | 
thoroughly discussed; and I do not propose to fol- 
low the ground Assumed yesterday by my col- 
leagues. I think that the question involved in | 
this case is an important one, not whether the 
slave trade should or should not be revived, but 
whether the President was authorized by the law 
of 1819 to enter into this conteact. I admit that 
there have been precedents justifying the course 
pursued by the President; but precedents are of 
little worth when not sustained by law. And then 
there is a question above and beyond that: it is 
whether this Government shall connect itself with 
the schemes of the Colonization Society; and help | 
to bolster up that rotten concern, the eocbin of 
Liberia, which has proved by experiment to be 
a failure and an abortion. The President in his 


be carried consistently with the claims of human- | 


|| ity, except Liberia; that at any other point they || 


would be liable to perish for want of food and to 
be again taken as the victims of the slave trade. 

Now, the question comes up, whether, if the 
President’s assumption be true, that Liberia is 
the only point that captured Africans can be re- 
turned to, that colony is to be kept up, at the 
expense of the Government, in all time to come, 
as a receptacle for returned Africans? For one, 
I protest against that; and if this appropriation | 


President, and his successors, even though hun- | 
dreds and thousands of Africans should be cap- 


the safe-keepiig, support, and education of such 
Africans, in Liberia. Isit not so? Is it for our 
Government to do the very work which the Col- 








onization Society assumes to do? I am opposed 
to this Government lending its aid to, or taking 
any partin, this scheme of colonization. Instead | 
of improving their own condition, and civilizing 
and Christianizing the natives of Africa, these free 
blacks in Liberia have themselves deteriorated, 
and are fast relapsing into ignorance, idolatry, 
et all aid be withdrawn by the 


now made by the States of Virginia and Mary- 
land,.and by the Board of Foreign Missions, and 
by private individuals, and the so-called Republic 
of 


iberia will soon be numbered among those | 


that have passed away. 

On the plea of humanity—which gentlemen 
invoked yesterday—the history of the passage 
of the Niagara, with these Africans on board, 


| . : 
| tells the tale that there was no humanity in send- 


ing them back at all; for, with all the kind treat- 








ment they received, fifty-seven of them perished 


onthe return voyage. But asto this, the President | 
| is not responsible; for no one can deny that he had | 

a right to send them to Africa, though—accord- | 
| ing to my view of the law of 1819—he was not | 
|| out of the history of the two slave,ships Echo and 


was required to send them beyond the limits of || Wanderer, which history is so startling as to in- 


imperatively required to send them there. He 








ss January 26, 


3 anada 
—that asylum for so many fugitive slaves—or to 


any of the West India Islands, or anywhere else 
beyond the limits of the United States, he was 
carrying out that law. But I merely throw out 
this suggestion. I certainly make no objection 
to these Africans being returned to Africa, but | 
do object to any appropriation of money for their 
support and education after their return. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. MILLSON. Iam surprised, Mr. Chair. 
man, at the sensitiveness manifested by some 
gentlemen who have spoken in this debate. | fear 
that they entertain some vague, undefinable ap- 
prehension that with the execution of this law is 
associated some condemnation of the slave trade, 
and, therefore, of slavery. Gentlemen do not seem 
to appreciate the strength of their own position, 
To condemn the African slave trade is not to re- 
proach slavery. Nothing can be more unlike; 
nothing more antagonistic. To uphold the slave 


| trade is to surrender the defense of slavery. |; 


is to abandon all those arguments by which the 


justification of the system of slavery now existing 


in the southern States becomes a demonstration, 
Sir, I do not see what the President could have 
done other than he has done. He is required by 
law to capture all American slave vessels having 
negroes on board taken from the coast of Africa, 
What is to be done with them? Are they to be 


_brought to the United States, and distributed 


among our people as free negroes? Why, no part 
of the Union would complain more bitterly than 


| the people of the southern States, if such a dis- 


position were made of these negroes, Are they 
to be reduced to slavery? Are they to be surren- 
dered to those who brought them, in violation of 
law, from the coast of Africa? Clearly not. That 
would be to allow them to profit by their own 
crime. Are they to be made the slaves of the 
Government? How can the Government of the 
United States hold slaves? What, then, could be 
done, but send them back? Independently of the 
law, which made this the special duty of the Pres- 
ident, the obligations which usually rest on all 
Governments would make it their duty to restore 
to theirown country those who have been forcibly 
taken away from it by the violence and rapine of 
their own citizens and subjects. 

The gentleman [Mr. Moore] says that the 
President was not obliged to send these negroes 
back to the coast of Africa. The act expressly 
provides that he shall do so. 

The objection, however, is to papporting them 
in the mean time. What was to be done with 
them? Are we required by the law to take them 
into our possession only to subject them to star- 
vation? The law requires that they shall be sup- 
ported. The same question was submitted to 
Congress by Mr. Monroe. He stated his con- 
struction of the law, and invited Congress, if it 
differed from him, to pags some other law repu- 
diating his construction. Congress was silent on 
the subject. It acquiesced in the correctness of 
the construction put upon it by a Virginia Presi- 
dent. And now the attempt is made to question 
the correctness of the course pursued by President 
Buchanan in exact accordance with the precedent 
thus silently acquiesced in by Congress. 

I ask the Clerk to read a paragraph, which I 
send marked, from President Monroe’s message 
to Congress. 

The Clerk read it, as follows: 

‘On due consideration of the several sections of the act, 
and of its humane policy, it was supposed to be the inten- 
tion of Congress that all the persons above described who 
might be taken under it, and landed in Africa, should be 
aided in their return to their former homes, or in their es- 
tablishment at or near the place where landed. Some shel- 
ter and food would be necessary for them there as soon a3 
landed, let their subsequent disposition be wha it might. 
Should they be landed without such provision having been 
previously made, they might perish. It was supposed, by 
the authority given tothe President to appoint ageats resid- 
ing on that coast, that they should provide such shelter and 


food, and perform such beneficent and charitable offices as 
are contemplated by the act.”’ 


Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Buchanan has done 
nothing more than Mr. Monroe did. 
Here the hammer fell.] 
r. MOORE. I now withdraw my amend- 
ment. 
Mr. CASE. I move to strike out the whole of 
this section. Mr. Chairman, this clause grows 
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cite earnest attention to our laws acyraag | the | 
slave trade—to the manner in which they have | 
heen executed, as well as to the question whether | 
they should be enforced at all. 

In the one case, some four hundred negroes | 
were kidnapped and embarked from the coast of |, 
Africa, whose number was so diminished ~~ the 
cruelties of their passage that less than half re- 
mained alive to be relanded on their native shore. | 
In the other case, some three hundred Africans, | 
perhaps, were landed on our coast, and, beneath | 
a genial southern sun, have become so absorbed | 
that their place is scarcely discoverable. 

The last ape of this section, we all agree, | 
js to cover the expenses of carrying the Echo ne- | 
groes to Liberia, and educating them under the | 
direction of the President. To this, and particu- | 
larly to so much of it as provides for their educa- | 
tion, special objection is made. I was notin the 
Hall during the debate of yesterday on this sec- || 
tion, nor have I read the Globe report of it; but I |) 
find in the Union of this morning an abstract of | 
that debate which serves 7 aeons purpose. I) 
find the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Downe Lt] 
insisting that our Government is not a missionary 
society; and, with his colleague, [Mr. Curry,] || 
and the gentleman fyom Mississippi, [Mr. Sin- | 
GLETON,] objecting to the education of these ne- | 
groes, or instructing them in the arts of civilized || 
life. 

Now, sir, it is true that ours is no missionary || 
Government; and, in my judgment, the action of | 
the President, with regard to educating these ne- | 
groes in Africa, is strikingly inconsistent with | 
our conduct at home. Here, we have none of || 
this educational missionary spirit as to negroes. | 
Why should we try it abroad? At home, it is | 
in many instances criminal for Africans to learn, | 
and for white men toteach them. If these home 
laws are right, why should we have a different 
policy abroad ? 

Moreover, sir, this education of free negroes, 
and teaching them the arts of civilizatién, seems 
to be at war with the sentiment of the age—that 
sentiment sometimes embodied in State constitu- 
tions where they are excluded from the soil, and 
from all appeal to the coufts, whereby the free 
negro is completely animalized and outlawed, so 
that if the policy were to be universally adopted, 
he would find no spot this side of eerie on 
which to rest his foot—that sentiment which we 
are told has come down to us from revolutionary 
times, declaring that *‘the negro has no rights 
that the white man is bound to support;”’ or 
which was more forcibly expressed by a distin- 
guished northern Senator when he told the citi- | 


zens of Memphis that only as between crocodiles | 
and negroes could the latter claim his preference! | 
A sentiment which, I thank God, was uttered by | 
no southerner. | 
Again, sir, the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. || 
Cray] said yesterday, that he was opposed to | 
these laws, and would not vote a dollar to carry || 
them out. I, sir, though not opposed to them, 
have to blush at the insincerity they exhibit when | 
compared with our home records. Why, sir, this 
very Union newspaper, from which I x read, | 
contains an advertisement which is a striking | 
commentary on our consistency—an advertise- 
ment of a man imprisoned as a runaway, who is 
described by his scarred hands, and his ‘* much- | 
scarred back.’? | 
Now, sir, when hereafter we grow eloquent on 
‘the horrors of the middle passage,’’ Jet us blush 
that almost-beneath the flag that floats from this 
Capitol we have, not a middle passage, but a | 
pane that tells its tale of suffering in scarred 
ands and much-scarred backs; and that such 
Stories of misery are current advertisements in 
newspapers of our Federal capital. Sir, in some | 
way, out of self-respect, we ought to be consist- 
ent. I shall ask for a vote by tellers on my | 
motion. 
Mr. KEITT. Mr. Chairman, I do not tHink, | 
with the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mutt- | 
son,] that any one on this side of the House is | 
influenced by any apprehension that this appro- 
priation reflects upon the institution of slavery, 
Y uniting slavery and the slave trade. We do 
hot object to $45,000 out of the $75,000 appropri- 
ated in this clause of the bill, because that amount 
is pledged as bounty by existing law; but we ob- 
Ject to the ranaining $30,000, because there is no | 
color of law for it. We protest against this Gov- | 











THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| the coast of Africa, as agent or agents, for receiving the | 


| not so understand it. 








! 
ernment, full-mounted upon the anti-slavery sen- || 
timent, riding against and riding over and riding 


1 


tured on board the Echo, and sending them to Af- 
rica? He has only the authority which is given 
by the second section of the act of 1819, in rela- | 
tion to the slave trade. It enacts: 
‘¢ That the President of the United States be, and he is | 
hereby, authorized to make such regulations and arrange- 
ments as he may deem expedient for the safe-keeping, sup- 
port, and removal beyond the limits of the United States, of 
all such negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color, as may 
be so delivered and brought within their jurisdiction; and 
to appoint a proper person or persons, residing upon the 


negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color, delivered from on 
board vessels seized in the prosecution of the slave trade, 
by commanders of the United States armed vessels.”’ 


Now, sir, under this section the Pygsident is em- 
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would sweep from the statute-book every inter- 








|| ference with slavery; I would repeal the law de- 
| down the restrictions of law. What authority || 
| had the President for receiving the negroes “cap- 


claring the slave trade piracy; I would withdraw 
our slave squadron from the coast of Africa; and 
I would leave slavery unintervened against, where 
ever the power of the country stretches. The 
power of the free States keeps the Government 
from intervening in our favor. I would disarm 
it from intervening against us. 

Mr. RITCHIE. I think this question is likely 
to be debated as long as there is a question about 
disinterested benevolence. I therefore move to 
strike out the enacting clause cf the bill. 

Several Members. No, no; withdraw it. 

Mr. RITCHIE. Well; I withdraw the motion 

Mr. CRAWFORD I desire to have this ques- 
tion understood. I say to the Chair that the prop- 
| osition which I submitted is likely to be lost 





powered to make provision for the ‘* safe-keep- | 


ing and support”’ of the captured negroes within | 
the limits of the United States, and for their * re- 
moval’’ beyond such limits. Beyond the limits 
of the United States, he is only empowered to ap- | 
point an agent or agents to ‘‘receive’’ the negroes, 
&c.; and when such appointment and the deliv- 
ery of the negroes are made, his power is ex- 
hausted. Th®ére is no power given to convert the 
Government into a huge grocery, to dole out pro- | 
visions to captured negroes on the coast of Af- | 
rica. The appropriation we object#to, is the 


$30,000 for supporting and educating these Afri- || 
cans which have, been delivered in Liberia. {| 
The lack of power seemed to be appreciated by || 


the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Nicnoxs,] yes- 
terday, and he sought to ekg it out by an appeal 
to humanity and civilization. Sir, humanity and 
civilization are indissolubly intertwined, and their | 
initial point is in slavery,the ordinance of God 
which commands that our bread shall be eaten 
in the sweat of our face. Physical civilization 
must precede mental; and the former can only be | 
achieved through labor and toil. Will these Af- | 
ricans be subjected to this indispensable train- | 
ing? No, sir; they will merely be encouraged in | 
indolence and lethargy. The President has no 
right to usurp power on philosophical or senti- | 
mental abstractions; nor have we such right; but | 
if we did act on 8uch abstractions, a sounder and 


more robust humanity would have kept them 


here, where they could have been properly edu- | 


cated and elevated through the only ordeal which 
educates and elevates a people. We protest, then, 
against that portion of this appropriation which 
applies to the support, in Liberia, of the negroes | 
which were captured on board the Echo. 

The appropriation is, too, toa great extent, for | 
the support of the Colonization Society. This 
concern has become not much more than a rick- 
ety stipendiary of the Government. It sprang 
up in almosta single night, under the hot and 
sickly vapors of a morbid sentimentality, and is 
now dying out, amid the scorn of some and the 
indifference of others. Outside of the prostituted 
charities of the Government, it is now, I believe, , 
mainly supported by old maids whose tender 
bosoms—tender through age—are flooded with 
romantic kindness, and dilapidated politicians | 
who are annually stimulated by doses of maudlin 
humanity. I will notconsent thatthe restrictions 
of law shall be overridden for the benefit of this 
humanitarian concern. 

Mr. Chairman, it has been said on the other 


| side of the House, that the reopening of the Af- 


I do 
That question I will meet 
I deprecate its agitation 


rican slave trade enters into this question. 


whenever # comes up. 


because it is disturbing, and can now result in no | 


ractical action. Neither men nor parties can 

urry it on to a successful and premature devel- 
opment; but to this development it will come in 
its own time and through its own inherent forces. 
When it becomes an economical question, it will 
touch the policy of the world; it will become im- 
bedded in the policy of the South; and then it will 
force a solution through the momentum of its own | 
power. I wish to await this hour; this hour when | 
the question will transcend parties, and the policy | 


of parties, and when it will grapple itself to the || able. 


public feeling with hooks of steel. Now, to those | 


sight of by the committee. I wish to have a vote 
upon my amendment. But, sir, gentlemen upon 
this side of the House are voting against amend- 
ments without knowing what they are voting 
on. I insist that when amendments are offered, 
they shall be stated by the Chair, and shall be 
voted on in their order, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will be most 
ms y to do so. 

I i - WHITELEY. I move to strike out the 
| enacting clause of the bill. 

Mr. DOWDELL. I hope that motion will not 
be agreed to. If itis, the amendments which have 
been made ina former part of the bill will be lost, 
and we shall be compelled to vote for or against 
| the bill. [t may be well enough to strike out the 
enacting clause of bills of other descriptions, but 
I hope we shall not set here the precedent of 
re out the enacting clause of appropriation 

ills. 

Mr. LEITER. I ask for tellers upon the mo- 
tion to strike out the enacting clause. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the amend- 
| ment of Mr. Crawrorp, to reduce the appropri- 
| ation from $75,000 to $45,000. 
| The motion was agreed to—ayes 76, noes 38. 
| The question then recurred upon Mr. Case’s 
| amendment to strike out the whole paragraph. 
| 
| 


Mr. BONHAM. Before that question is put, 
I beg leave to make a remark. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted upon 
the amendment. 

Mr. SEWARD. Ifthe section shall be stricken 
out, then there will be nothing to which I can 
| attach an ameadment. My amendment is an 
| additional proviso to the section. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair misunderstood 
| the amendment of the gentleman from Georgia, 


|| He supposed the gentleman desired to offer an 


additional original section; whereas, it is a pro- 
viso to the existing section, which he has a right 
to amend before the question is taken upon the 
motion to strike out. Therefore, the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Georgia, takes prece- 
dence of the motion to strike out. 


Mr. SEWARD. 
viso: 

Provided further, That all laws heretofore passed, pro- 
hibiting the slave tradeg@be, and the same are hereby, re- 
| pealed. And that the policy of restricting the foreign slave 
| trade, be left with each of the States, as affecting their own 
local policy. 
| Mr. BURNETT. I rise toa question of order. 

It is that the amendment is not germane to,the 
| bill under consideration. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
question of order. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
of the Chair. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I move to lay 
| the appeal on the table. 

Mr. PHELPS, of ‘Missouri. 


I offer the following pro- 


I appeal from the decision 


That motion is 


| not in order. The question must be taken upon 


| the appeal. : 
Mr. SEWARD. This whole section has no 
connection, really, with the main body of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. The appeal is not debat- 
The debate has been closed by an order of 
the House, except upon amendments; and there- 


who agitate on the one side and the other, I would | fore the question of appeal, which would otherwise 


say: stand aside and let destiny take its course. 

Every great economical problem forces itself up- | 
ward and forces itself to solution. This will not | 
be acquitted from that law. In the mean time, I | 


‘| be debatable, is not debatable under the order of 
the House. 


Mr. SEWARD. The resolution closing de- 
bate does not affect discussion upon appeals at 
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all; and if the Chairmakes a decision that it does, 
then I will appeal from that. 

Mr. BURNETT. © Two appeals cannot be en- 
tertained at the same time. The gentleman can 
raise that question when the question on his first 
appeal is decided. “ 

rhe CHAIRMAN. The question now is, “Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment 
of the committee ?”’ 
table. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The question on 
the appeal must be put. 

Mr. SEWARD. I do not intend, without 
having this question properly investigat d, to be 
stricken down in the exercise of one of my con- 
stitutional richts. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
again. ‘The gentl 
sist upon order. 

Mr. SEWARD. Iam insisting on it myself. 

The question was taken; the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judement of the com- 
mittee ?’’ and it was d fed in the 


1 move to lay the appeal on the 


I rjse to a question of order 
eman is not in order, and I in- 


e< S|} 1" 
a al 


ifirmative. 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
Mr. SEWARD, I move to amend by reduc 
ing the amount to &30,000 Ido tintend to 


stopped from talking by any such outside move- 
ments. [am opposed to the appropri 
amount of money. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. Tri 
tion of order. Itis that the section has alre dy 
been stricken out, and noamendment can be mad 
to it. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
stricken out. 

Mr. LETCHER., I rise to a point of order, 
It is that the House havine solemnly voted in 
$45,000, it is not in order to change the amount 
now. 

The CHAIRMAN. Th 
taken. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
amount to $100,000. 

Mr. LETCHER. Irai 
order on that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. A sum certain has been 
fixed, and it is not in order to move either to in- 
crease or diminish it. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Is rot the ques- 
tion now upon the motion to strike out? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. ; 

Mr. BONHAM. Before that motion is put, I 
move to amend the section by striking out the 
words, “and any subsequer t acts now in force 
for the suppre sion of the slave trade.’’ In re- 
spect to the few remarks Il propose to m ike, I 
desire to have the ear of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. No other act, 
so far as IT am aware, which has been passed ap- 
propriating money for the pose of carrying 
out the act of 1819, has ever included these words. 
There is no other act passed since 1819, except 
that of 1820, which attaches the death penalty to 
the slave trade. Now, I would bi elad to know 
of the chairman of the Committ 


tion of this 


toa ques- 
i 


The section has not been 


voint of order is well 
1 now move to inert ase the 


the sam< quest nof 


if Ways and 
Means why these words are ioserted, and what 
they contemplate? If itis intended to put into 
the hands of the President money for the purpose 
of better executing the act o€ 1820, this is not the 


place for it. If it is intended to enable the Pres- 
ident, through agents, or otherwise, more effect- 
ually to suppress the trade, | submit te the com- 
mittee that this is not the proper place. And 
indéed, sir, itis not proper that any money should 


be appropriated fox such a purpose; for the Pres- 
ident is already clothed with power. I should 
be glad to know from the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means why this was putin. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1am opposed to the amend- 
ment, as I am opposed to the whole section; and | 
propose to give my reasons forit. | look upon the 
law for the suppression of the slave trade as mis 
chievous and wrong, While I do not pretend to 
commit myself in reference to the’ policy of the 
slave trade as affecting the States whose interests 
would be touched by it, | am opposed to the 
whole law, because I think it wrong, and a vio- 
lation of the Constitution. 

The act suppressing the slave trade, actually 
subjects the property of citizens to forfeiture for- 
ever. If gentlemen look at the Constitution, they 
will find that there is no crime known to it, except 
treason, for which a man’s property can be for- 
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feited, and then only for his life. And yet we 
are pererpueete money here to carry outa law 
which forfeits the property of citizens forever, and 
deprives them and their children of it; thereby 
visiting the sins of the father (if it be a sin) on 
the children. 

The Constitution of the United States never 
regarded the slave trade as piracy. A limitation 
was putin the Constitution, up to 1808, against 
interference with the slave trade, and Congress 
actually made the trade legal by permitting a cap- 
itation tax of ten dollars per head to be assessed 
on the importation of negroes into this country. 
Besides that, Congress has made that a crime, 
punishable by death, which was legalized by this 
very capitation clause. 

Now, let us reverse this. Suppose we were to 
callon Congress to pass alaw authorizing the Pres- 
ident of the Gnited States to employ a thousand 
marshals, and to pay them $500,000 to'g 
rest people who interfere with slaves in the South 


and run them off to the North: what sort of a how] 
would be got up here for thus taking moncy out 


of the Treasury? Your Navy is a police on the 
sea to interfere with people, and to arrest them in 
the al ce of any affidavit, by which alone,under 
the Constitution, you can arrest a party for crime 
in this country. 

Is it not true that a man cannot be arrested on 
land unk ss there be some specific charge made 
against him under oath? And yet, when you get 





police to interf with the business of citizens, 
say that that does strike at the institu- 
tion of slavery at the®outh. I want to have that 
law repealed. I want to leave this matter to be 

‘ttled by the States as a domestic question. I 
doubt whether, so far as 
concerned, she would be benefited by the foreign 
ive trade, because I think she has at present.a 
sufficient supply of labor. 

But there are other States that may differ from 
usin that respect; for instance, the State of Texas; 
and I want all the States to have the right, with- 
out the interference of Coner ss, to carry on the 
slave trade, if they wish. Is the slave trade any 
more piracy—is it any more pivacy to take a ne- 
ero on the coast of Africa and bring him to a 
southern State, than it is to take him away from 
a southern State and run him off to the North? 
Why not put both on an equality? 

{Here the hammer fell. 

The question was taken on Mr. Bonnam’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I indorse the speech just 
made by the gentleman from Georgia, but I desire 
to say that l regard this whole discussion as ill- 
timed and out of place. We have been debating 
this bill for the last five days—— 

Mr. KELSEY. What is the 
amendment ? 

Mr. BARKSDALE 


! 


gentleman’s 


ntend to move to strike 
] 


. Tit 
out the enacting clause of the bill. 
T 


hat motion is not de- 


The CHAIRMAN. 


I do not understand that 


there is any motion pending; I desire, therefore 


Mr. BURNETT. 
y 


to——— 


Mr. BARKSDALE. Yes; I move to strike out 


t} } 






iw? enacting cla S 
Mr. BURNETT. I hope my friend from Mis- 
sissippi will withdraw that motion fora moment, 
and I will renew it, if he wishes. 

Several Members, (on the Republican side of 
the House,) ** No bargains.”’ - 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I will withdragy my mo- 
tion, ifmy friend from Kentucky will renew it. 

Repeated cries of ** No bargains,”’ from the Re- 
mublican side of the House. 

Mr. BURNETT. I cannot renew it, because 
I am going to offer an amendment to the sec- 
tion. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. BURNETT. Do I understand the Chair 
to decide that the amount appropriated in this 
section cannot be increased or diminished ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 

Mr. BURNETT. Then I move to strike out 
the last two lines of the section. _I have listened 
to the discussion that has been indulged in here 
to some extent, with surprise and with regret. [ 
regard the presentation of this subject of the re- 


opening of the slave trade as unfortunate for the | 


ro and ar- | 


seas, your Navy is to be used asa | 


- . ° . ‘ i 
est them for a crime which is said to be | 


my State (Georgia) is | 
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section from which I come, and asin every point 
of view useless. ° 
Mr. NICHOLS. _I rise toa point of order 
Mr. LEITER. I hope my colleague wil! not 
raise his point of order. This is a family fight 
over there, and I want to let them have it their 
own way. 
Several Mempers, (on the Republican side.) 
Let him go on, r 
Mr. NICHOLS. Then I will not make 


point of order. 


the 


Mr.BURNETT. The act of 1819 has been 


referred to by gentlemen in this discussion, to 
show that there was no authority of law for usin . 
money in the education of these negroes on the 
coast of Africa. I will not touch that question: 
but I may be permitted to say, in this connection, 
to my friends who see proper to differ with me. 
that I think the law does confer on the President 
authority to do exactly what he has done. Add 
to that those principles of humanity which ought 
to govern and control the Executive of this creat 
Republic, and I say that the appropriation asked 
for here ought to be made. 

Now, on the subject of the slave trade. When 
the time comes to solve the problem referred to 
by the gentleman from South Carolina, {Mr, 
| Keirr,] it will be time enohgh for southern gen- 

tlemen to move in the matter. There is no prop- 
osition here to repeal the laws on the subject of 
the slave trade. 

Mr. SEWARD. The gentleman would not 
allow me to submit such a proposition. 

Mr. BURNETT. No; whe tors it was not in 
order. 

Mr. SEWARD. It was as much in order as 
this section of the bill. “ 

Mr. BURNETT. Let me repeat, that when 
the time comes for the solution of the problem in 
regard to the slave trade, it will be time enough 
then for southern statesmen to consider that ques- 
tion. Buti do regard itas premature at this time; 
I regard it as placing the section of country from 
which I come in a false position before the coun- 
try, and I enter my solemn protest against it. 

Mr. SINGLETON. Mr. Chairman, this ques- 
tion is presented for our consideration by the Pres- 
ident of the United States himself, in his annual 
message to this body; and we are called upon 
either to affirm the construction put upon the law 
by him, or to say whether we shall give to ita 
different construction. It is not a matter, as the 
gentleman from Kentucky says, that has been 
dragged into debate unfortunately by members of 
hisown party. Anappropriation is asked for in 
this bill to carry out the contraét made by the 
President with the Colonization Society, in Libe- 
ria. The President himself expresses doubts 
whether the construction given by him to,the law 
iS a proper one; and we are called upon to declare 
the meaning ofthis actof 1819. Why, then, should 
my friend say that we have forced thi8 matter 
before the House? 

So far as the slave trade is concerned, it has 
nothing to do with this debate. There is no ne- 
cessity of expressing any opinionas to whether the 
slave trade should be carried on or not. I cannot 
see that it has any connection whatever with the 
subject under consideration, 

Mr. GROESBECK. I should be glad if the 
gentlemen who oppose this appropriation would 
explain what they would have had the President 
do with these negroes after they had been landed 
on the coast of Africa? 

| Mr. SINGLETON. Do with them? Why, let 
him place them back where they came from, and 
they would be in no worse condition than they 
were before they were captured. This Govern- 
ment is already incurring sufficient expense in 
keeping up an armed squadron on the coast of Af- 
rica, to prevent the slave trade. What I desire 
is, that we shall abide by the law as found on our 
statute-book. Let us execute it to the very letter; 
let us give them all they are entitled to, but not 
proceed one step beyond. Suppose we affirm 
this construction of the law, and in the next elect 
tion the Black Republicans elect the President, 
and Congress shall be prepared to register his 
edicts: what limit will there be to the amount to 
be expended for this purpose? If you can main- 
tain and educate them for one year, you may do 
so for five, and if for five, then for an unlimited 
period. Look for a qoment, at the gcope of this 


contract. They are to be instructed fh the arts of 
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agriculture. : : 
sty of either buying or renting a farm to be cul- 


tivated; of supplying beasts of burden, imple- 
ments of husbandry, seeds to be sown, and every 
other means and appliance requisite to a success- 

| cultivation of the soil. Is itat all desirable 
that we establish a farming interest upon Africa’s 
And yet, sir, the appropriation 
contemplates all this, besides the establishment of 
a system of common schools, depots of provi- 

»s, clothing, medicines, and’ other articles. 
Gentlemen ask, would you throw them back into 
their native land without food and raiment? Task 
how much of clothing was found upon them when 
~antured, and what granaries had they from 
which to draw sustenance and support? A set 
of cannibals, they lived and practiced upon the 
maxim of **let the morrow provide for itself.”’ 
With this, however, I contend we have nothing 
‘do. Our business is with the act of 1819, and 
how far it authorizés the making of contracts of 
this nature. 

Up to the time of their delivery into the hands 
of the agents to receive them from our Govern- 
ment, we are to meet their expenses, but here are 
the clearly defined limits of our responsibility. 
If, as gentlemen ay the law of humanity comes 
in at this point and requires more of us, then | 
say its earliest dictates should have been obeyed, 
and we should never have sent them back, but 
civen them into the hands of some good master 
who would have provided amply for them here at 
home. 

Where is this matter to end, if a Democratic 
Congress undertakes to put a construction on the 
law such as is contended for? Whata dangerous 
precedent do we establish? 

Now, as was remarked yesterday by the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, [Mr. Curry,] being it a 
minority in this Republic our safety, as a south- 
ern slaveholding people, consists in a strict con- 
struction of the laws and the Constitution. Our 
numerical strength has already departed, and we 
may soon be, in a measure, at the mercy of an 
Abolition majority at the North. Unless, there- 
fore, we stand on our constitutional rights, and 
see that the laws are strictly construed, and that 
no forced construction is put upon them, wherein 
does our safety consist? Lask gentlemen to look 
to the futtre and answer this question. This is 
notan attack upon the President. I deny it em- 
phatically, The President has himself expressed 
doubts about the law, and has only undertaken 
to carry it out according to Mr. Monroe’s views 
of it; and it is our duty, being now called upon 
by the President himself, to express an opinion 
as to the purview and meaning of this law. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BURNETT. I propose, with the consent 
of the committee, to withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Iobject; and move that the 
enacting clause of the bill be stricken out. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. HUGHES. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky, by strik- 
ing out the last line only. 1 will not attempt to 
speak while there is this universal disorder. 

Mr. COBB, (in his seat.) You had better sit 
down, then. 

Mr. HUGHES. IfI had the faculty of making 
disorder that the gentleman has, [ never would 
rise. [Laughter. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will come 
to order. Gentlemen are requested to resume 
their seats and preserve order. 

Mr. HUGHES. Mr. Chairman, I have lis- 
tened with interest, and not without surprise and 
regret, to the discussion that has taken place here 
in relation to this appropriation. ‘There isan act 
of Congress Which does authorize the President 
of the United States to support negrves such as 
those who have been referred to in this discussion, 
while in this country, and to remove them out of 
the country and return them to their native land. 
The spt of that act is, that they shall be re- 
turned——— 


Mr. STANTON. 


der, 


far-off shores? 


ws 


Itise to a question of or- 
er. I submit that the gentleman must confine 
his remarks to his amendment. 

Mr. HUGHES. It is very well to raise the 
question of order on me after a three days’ debate, 
in which other gentlemen have been permitted to 
Speak without regard to strict rules. It is quite 


This, of course, involves the neces- 


THE 


| on this side of 


and his associates have always observed toward 
me upon this floor. I await the decision of the 
Chair upon the question of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair supposes that 


the gentleman was discussing his amendment. 


Mr. HUGHES. The supposition of the Chair | 


is correct. [Laughter.] Now, sir, I wish to press 
the question put by the gentleman 
{Mr. Groespeck:] what was the President to do 
with these negroes? Was he to return them to 
Africa and land them on the shores of Africa in 
a starving and dying condition? Do gentlemen 
mean seriously to urge upon this House the pro 
priety of so construing the law that the President 
of the Unit d States should lahd these ne v 

in a starving condition, without food and raiment 
on the coast of Africa? 

Mr. BRYAN. 1 would ask the gentleman 
what was done by the President with William 
Walker and his men, who were taken from Nica- 
ragua? And whether, if justice required these 
Africans to be returned to the coast 
justice did not require William Wa 
men to be returned to Nicaragua? 

Mr. HUGHES. I take great pleasure in an- 
swering that question. William Walker was a 
fugitive from justice, who had forfeited his 
bond, and was virtual! 
legally so, a pirate upon the high seas. 

Mr. BRYAN. Was the President the judge of 
that, or the courts of the country ? 

Mr. HUGHES. Be that as it may, I have no 
sympathy with those who violate the laws, and 
1 will never, by my vote, condemn those who exe- 
cute the spirit of the law. 

{Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. GARTRELL. 1 do not rise for the pur- 
pose of debating this amendment or any other 
améndment to the bill, but to appeal to gentlemen 
the House to take the vote and 
allow us to dispose of this bill. If it be in order, 
I move that the committee rise and reportthe bill 
to the House. - 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion is notin order 
while there is an amendment pending. 

Mr. BURNETT, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move to amend 
by striking out the last two lines of the paragraph. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman nfay speak 


from Ohio, 


UC 


vroes 
roes 






or Africa, 
lker and his 


bail 


y, although perhaps not 


in opposition to the amendment of the gentleman 


from Indiana. 

Mr. HUGHES. With the consent of the com- 
mittee, I will withdraw my amendment. 

By unanimous consent, the amendment was 


| withdrawn. 


| 


consistent with the course that that gentleman | 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
man, I propose the amendment which I have al- 
ready announced. 

I have listened thus far with a great deal of in- 
terest to this debate, which has not occurred, in 
fact, upon the merits of the amendments proposed 


Now, Mr. Ghair- | 


nor, in fact, upon the merits of anything that is | 


contained inthis bill. It has taken a wide and 
singular range—a range of much greater interest 
to the people of this Union, probably, than to the 
tepresentatives of that people upon the floor of 


this House; adebate whichis more exciting than | 
instructive; a debate which can lodge us eventually | 


in no safe harbor, and att&in no practicable ob- 
ject. 
‘House, who have spoken with great reason and 
deliberation upon this subject, that, if this ques- 
tion is to be met here candidly and manfully, it 
should be met uporthe issue directly raised— 
whether the slave trade shall be permitted, or 
vhether it shall be suppressed—and not in debate 
upon a collateral question raised upon the phrase- 
ology of a paragraph of this appropriation bill. 
Now, sir, what is the position of this commit- 
tee at the present time? Simply this: under ex- 
isting laws in force in the United States, certain 
acts.have been, honestly and in good faith, per- 
formed by the Executive of this nation; and the 
Representatives of the people of these United 
States, relying upon the integrity and good faith 
of the Executive, are called upon to come forward 
and declare that appropriations shall be made to 
defray the expenses of these acts. Is not the ques- 
tion thus consistently and fairly stated? Are gen- 
tlemen ready upon this issue to pronounce upon 


another point than is involved in thi#issue;which | 


I fully concur with many gentlemen in this | 
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is, shall the expenses of executing the laws ofthe | 


United States, whether by mistake or not, be de- 


frayed by the people of the United Stat 
their Treasury? Sir, tei anything further than 
that, in all consistency end in all reason, be re- 
mitted to the time’ when it may arise directly and 
fairly. That further subject, sir, 1, for one, as 
coming from the northern section, if there bea 
northern section of this Union, shall be ready at 
any time, if that subject is pro osed for the 
sideration of this House, fairly and manfully to 
meet. Lam ready to take mv position upon the 
question whenever it shall arise, whether the 
trade shall be suppressed, or whether it shall | 
permitted. [Tam sure that all other eentlemen here 
are ready to assume that responsibility, and meet 
the question when it is presented. 

Mr. GROESBECK. Mr. Chairman, Ido not 
“are to postpone theissne whether t ‘r ide 
shall not be reopened. I am ready to 
meetitnow. IT wantno postponement. The slave 
trade is not to be reopened. And further, sir, | 
desire to say to gentlemen who have thrown out 
hints on this subject, that itis much more likely 
laws will be passe d for the more faithful exeecu- 
tion of those now upon the statute-book than for 
their repeal. But 1 do not propose to discuss any 
such question at this time. [| rise merely to ex- 
my regretsat the occurrence of this debate. 
1 regret that this act of humanity upon the part 
of the President towards these injured Africans, 


has invoked this discussion and 


cone 


slave 


e slay 
or shall 


yyy" e 
press 


ese objections. 
l anprove eve rything that the President has done 
in this matter. It wasa kind and considerate act, 
and worthy ofa Christian land. I would have eon- 
idered ite nation would have regarded 
it as ecruel—if he had turned these Africans adrift 
upon the shores of Africa. He did right; he did 
no more, sir, than make a reasonable provision 
forthem for a reasonable time. Thre law requires 
that there shall be an agent on the shores of Af- 
rica to receive recaptured and returned Africans 
ecive them kindly and hospitably, and not 
turn them adrift to starve or be ‘ 


} 
cruei—this 


—tor 
again enslaved; 
but, sir, I decline to argue the question. Argu- 
ment in such a case is out of place and in bad 
taste. [ repeat it, sir, the President did right. 
Asa Democrat, I thank him for it; and I thank 
him for it in the name of the nation. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 1 will, if there be 
no objection, withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object; and I give notice 
that hereafter I shall tnsist upon the debate being 
confined to the amendments pending, and thata 
Vote shall be taken upon the amendments as they 
are submitted. 

The amendment was disacreed to. 

Mr. HUGHES. 1 move to amend by insert- 
ing the words, ** or which shall hereafter.’’ Mr. 
Chairman, I was interrupted so often in my 
former five minutes’ speech that did not say ail I 
desired to say. I wish now to say that] concur in 
every word which jas fallen from the gentleman 
from Ohio, (Mf. Grorspeck,] who lastaddressed 
the committee. 

Something has been said in reference to the 
Democratic party. Sir, I profess to bean humble 
member of that party; and it has been my pride, 
upon all occasions, to assert that it is not a sec- 
tional party, and that it never would become a 
sectional party. The Constitution of the United 
States is its platform, in its letter and in its spirit. 
Lam one of those who have ever been ready to 
affirm that if that Constitution imposed manacles 
upon the limbs of every negro upon our soil, I 
am for it still; because it is the Constitution of 
the country. But, sir, that Constitution recog 
nizes, by implication, the obligation upon the part 
of thisGovernmentof suppressing the slave trade , 
and whenever it comes to this, that there 1s any 
considerable part of the Demoeratic party of this 
country who wiil stand up, and, by indirection, 
foster and encourage that slave trade, then the 
Democratic party can no longer boast that tt is 
not a sectional party; nor wili there be any Dem- 
ocratic party at all; for from that time 1t'w iilhave 
ceased to exist. | say to gentlemen that, when J 
hear what seems to me an indirect advocacy ot 
the slave trade upon this floor, I, like the gentle- 
man from Ohio, wish to say that lam ready to 
meet that question now, and am ready to go for 
its suppression to the utmost extent, just as | am 
ready, in its letter and in its spirit, to stand up 
for all the rights of the South, so far as they are 
protected by the Constitution of the country. 
These are my views upon this question. 
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Mr. SINGLETON. | will say to the gentle- 
man from Indiana that he is mistaken if he sup- 
poses that I advocated the opening of the slave 
trade in the remarks I made. I expressed no 
opinion upon the subject, one way or the other, 
because | did not consider this the proper ume, 
upon this bill, to do so, and because it would not 
be germane to this bill. When the proper time 
arrives, | shall be ready to express my views fully 
upon that matter. 

Mr. HUGHES. Iam happy to hear the dis- 
claimers, and feel that | have effected some good 
in calling them out, 

Mr. BURNETT. Lam opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana, and I desire 
to say to the gentleman from Mississippi that I 
yield to no man upon this floor in devotion to the 
rights of the States, and | will go as far as the 
furthest to repel Federal aggression whenever the 
time arrives todo so. I hold that itis the duty 
of the State-rights Democrats, hailing from the 
South, to withhold from bringing into this dis- 
cussion any quesuon connected with the African 
slave trade; for 1 care not what may be the objects 
and purposes of gentlemen; whether itis their in- 
tention or not to reopen a discussion upon that 
subject; whether they are in favor of or against 
reopening the African slave trade; that is not the 
question here. But the effect of this discussion | 
goes to the country; and as the question will be 
presented there, we will be placed ina false po- 
sition—a false position growing out of the discus- 
sion of this question here. 

Now, sir, | am for maintaining the laws of my 
country; | am for enforcing the statutes upon our 
stutute-book; and Lam opposed to all this higher- 
law system, whether it be found in the North or 
in the South. And, sir, l agree with the gentle- 
man from Ohio, that when the President sent this 
cargo of negroes to Africa, it was his duty to pro- 
vide for them. I say that it was his sworn duty 
to do it; and in doing it he was,in my judgment, 
carrying out the act of 1819, as expounded by 
President Monroe. 

Another thing. I stand here to-day for the pur- 
pose of voting this appropriation of money; and 
why? Because, sir, the law of 1819, in my judg- 
ment, authorizes it. And not only that. When 
the President sent these negroes, who had been 
torn from their homes, back to Africa, would gen- 
tlemen have had them turned loose naked, and to 
starve? That question has been asked here to- 
day. No, sir; it would have been a disgrace upon 
the American name and upon the character of our 
country. 

{Liere the hammer fell.] 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, obtained the floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. It is, that general debate upon 
this bill has been closed; and the rule allows gen- | 
tlemen five minutes to offer and explain their 
amendments, but not to go into the merits of the 
bill. I hope the Chair will confine each gentle- 


man to that rule. 1 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would be most | 
happy to enforce the rules of order, but he can- 
not anticipate the object of the gentleman from 


for what purpose he rose. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is there not an amendment | 
to an amendment pending at this time? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The amendmentto 
the amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It was not withdrawn. I | 
object to its withdrawal. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Joun Cocnrane) offered an amend- 
ment, and the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. | 
Hvenes] proposed an amendment to the amend- 
ment, upon which he has been heard; and the 
gentleman from Indiana yielded a portion of his | 
time to the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Bur- 
netT,] and the Chair did not give the gentleman | 
from Kentucky the entire five minutes in conse- 
quence thereof. 
ment has not been opposed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Indi- 
ana may not have occupied his five minutes, but 
the gentleman from Kentucky most certainly op- 
posed the amendment. When he rose he de- | 
cleared that he was opposed to the amendment. 
He did oppose the amendment, and he spoke 
against it. ‘Then I say the spirit of that rule has 
been complied with, and I object now to further | 


So the amendment to the amend- || 
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debate of that amendment, unless the Chair over- 
rules me on a point of fact. 


The CHAIRMAN, The Chair makes no de- 


cision, because he does not know for what purpose | 


the gentleman from Virginia rose. Even if the 
gentleman from Alabama is right, the gentleman 
from Virginia may desire to offer an amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. But an amendment to an 
amendment is already pending, and therefore no 
other amendment is In order. 

Mr. CLAY. Is this debate in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Iam willing that 


the vote should be taken. 


The question was taken on the amendment of | 


Mr. Hvucues to the amendment; and it was not 
agreed to. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York, 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE asked leave to with- 
draw the amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
for a vote. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I rise for the pur- 
pose of submitting a motion to terminate, if pos- 
sible, this debate. There are two modes by 
| which it can be accomplished, and I shall be en- 

tirely satisfied with either. One is by reporting 
the bill to the House, and that will give the amend- 


I object, and call 


ments already adopted a chance in the House. | 


That proposition not being concurred in, the 
other mode is to strike out the enacting clause. 
Either of those modes will terminate the debate 
which I very much regret, and which I desire 
shall not continue. Will it be in order to move 
| that the bill be reported to the House? 

The CHAIRMAN. Not while an amendment 
is pending. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Then I move to 
strike out the enacting clause; and I do trust the 
motion,will prevail. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would sug- 
gest to the gentleman from Virginia, that an 
amendment is now pending. 

Mr. BOCOCK., But a motion to strike out the 
enacting clause takes precedence. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair suggested to 
the gentleman from Virginia, before he made his 
motion, that he was not aware, perhaps, that an 
amendment was pending to strike out this last 
section, upon which one vote was had by the 
committee. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I am perfectly 
willing that the vote shall be taken. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. ¢I move to amend by 
striking out the words, ‘* and any subsequent acts 
| now in force.’’ 

The CHAIRMAN. Thatamendment has been 
already rejected, and is not in order. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Would a motion to strike 
out the whole section be in order? 

The CHAIRMAN, That motion is now pend- 
ing. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Then I move to strike out 


| the words, ‘‘forthe suppression of the slave trade.”’ 


Q || It strikes me, Mr. Chairman, that this debate 
Virginia, [Mr. Smiru,} as he has not yet stated || 


should not have taken place at all; and as it has 
occurred, I regretexceedingly the spirit and tem- 
per in which it has been conducted. Fam satis- 
fied that the President, in returning these negroes 
to Africa, violated the law. There is no author- 
ity in the law for the contract which he made to 
maintain them for a year. @he provisions of the 
law are plain and simple, and required the Presi- 
dent to return them to Africa, an 
an agent there, and beyond that he had no author- 
ity to go. I believe, then, that the amendment 
_ offered by my colleague [Mr. Sincieton] should 
have been adopted; and in adopting it, the motive 
of the President would not have been condemned, 
while his official conduct might have been. 

I regret, Mr. Chairman, that gentlemen have 
seen fit to discuss the question of reopening the 
African slave trade. The discussion, in my judg- 
ment, is ill-timed and out of place. At the proper 
_ time and under proper circumstances, I shall be 
fully prepared to take my position upon it, and, 
as a southern man, I shall do it with reference to 
the effect it will have upon or constituents and 
my section @f the Union. The discussign of a 

uestion of such vast magnitude should be con- 
ucted calmly and dispassionately, and not in the 
' heat and passion of a debate like this. 


deliver them to | 
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it T agree with the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. 


Curry,] who spoke yesterday, that the safety of 
| the whole country depends upon an efficient and 
faithful administration of the laws. And while 
|| in this instance I will not arraign the President's 
| motives, I shall vote against the appropriation 
| which he has asked Congress to give him. 
| Mr. NICHOLS. Mr. Chairman, this bill, I be. 
| lieve, has been under consideration, first and las: 
some six or seven days. I will admit that the de. 
bate on the other side of the House to-day, has 
afforded me a good deal of edification, and [ haye 
| enjoyed it very much. But there is, sometimes. 
too much of a good thing. Now, in opposing the 
last amendment offered, I rise simply to make 
| this suggestion: If gentlemen on the other sida 
of the House will consent to take a vote on tho 
proposition of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr, 
Case] to strike out the whole section, I believe jt 
to be the best thing that the committee can do. [t 
, will bring the committee to a practical issue. Let 
us, then, take the vote on that proposition, and 
then the bill can be returned to the House, and |et 
gentlemen have an opportunity of voting upon the 
| question by yeas and nays. 

I do not undertake to speak for gentlemen on 
| this side of the House, but I invite the attention 
of the committee to this one point. We have 
wasted too much time upon this bill. 

A Memoer, (on the Republican side of the 
House.) Who has wasted it? 

Mr. NICHOLS. That is not the question, 
The country will judge as to where the discus- 
sion came from, and will place the responsibility 
on the right shoulders. I make this suggestion 
calmly and fairly, and for the purpose of termin- 
ating this difficulty. If there be any advantage 
anywhere by it, be it so. I mew propose that the 
vote be taken on the proposition of the gentleman 
| from Indiana, and gentlemen can have an oppor- 
tunity in the House of putting themselves on the 
_ record by yeas and nays. 

[Cries of ‘* Question!’ ** Question !’’} 

Mr. CLAY. I rise, Mr. Chairman, for the 
purpose of making an explanation, which is, in 
some degree, personal, and is therefore a privi- 
| leged question. I had occasion yesterday to make 
a remark that I was opposed to all the laws now 
| on our statute-book, in regard to the slave trade. 
At that time the discussion on the bill which was 
pending, had not taken the wide range which it 
has since taken, and which has led to the expres- 
sions of opinion on different sides of this House 
in regard to the question of the suppression or the 
reopening of the slave trade. My own views on 
this subject might be misconstrued by the coun- 
try, did I not make the explanation which I now 
intend to make. There is no man on this floor 
| who is more opposed to a reopening of the slave 
trade than [ am; and I believe that the people of 
the district whom I have the honor to represent, 
/are as much opposed to itasIlam. Yesterday, 
however, when I stated that I was opposed to the 
laws now on our statute-book with regard to that 
subject, I made the statement with deliberation. 
I am opposed, for instance, to that law rendering 
the slave trade piracy, because I believe the pen- 
| alty to be so severe that the law will never be en- 
| forced. I do not believe that in the South white 
men are going to be hung up under this law. | 
do not believe that a Boston jury would hang up 
white men; and I think that other penalties might 
be provided. 

But, sir, Iam especially opposed to another 
law, or rather treaty stipulation on our statute- 
book, and that is the eighth article of the treaty 
of Washington. I regard it as an entangling alli- 
ance with Great Britain. I regard it as an alliance 
so entangling, that last year it produced all those 

outrages on our flag which occurred in the Gulf, 
and it is producing every day outrages on our 
flag on the coast of Africa, it is an entangling 
_ alliance which requires us to keep a force of eighty 
guns constantly on the coast of Africa. 

Mr. KELSEY. I rise to a question of order. 
| Mr. CLAY. If the-gentleman will indulge 
/me a moment F shall have done. I believe that 
| alliance to be entangling, as I have said, and I 
| hope to see the notice given to Great Britain—as 
| provided forin another article of the treaty—which 
| will put an end to it, and leave us to pursue our 
| own policy without engagements with any other 
| country whatever. I have felt this explanation to 
| be due to myself. 
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"Mr. BURNETT. I desire to ask my,colleagu 
if he is not in favor of enforcing the laws now 
ypon the statute-book as long as they exist? 
‘Mr. CLAY. Most certainly I am; and the | 
question | asked the gentleman from Missouri yes- | 
terday, wes why he had not made the appropri- 
tion speci c. 
"Me. SMITH, of Virginia. I rise to a question 
of order. This debate 1s entirely out of order. | 
The CHAIRMAN. The debate is out of or- | 
d | 
committee 1 will withdraw my amendment. 
Mr. HUGHES. I object. 
The amendment was rejected, 
Mr. MILES. I move to amend the amend- | 
ment, by striking out the last three lines. 


i BARKSDALE. With the consent of the || 


| 
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} 
and I think it is but right that the people should 
| know, when they elect their Representatives, what 
uestions they may be called upon to discuss and 
leuda here. I think, still further, that had the 
people in times past been forewarned of some 
questions which have been decided by their Rep- 


| to office, results might have been different from 


619 


Mr. HOUSTON. Of course I can give the 


gentleman no such assurance. 


Mr. BRANCH. 


Then | insist upon my mo-, 


tion. 


Mr. WINSLOW called for tellerson the motion. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Peyron and 


|| resentatives and Senators before they elected them || Nicnoxs were appointed. 


The committee divided; and the tellers reported 


what they have been. I say, then, that I have no || —ayes 64, noes 87. 


regrets to offer for this discussion. | 
Tt has been said by a gentleman upon the other || 
side, that what they principally apprehend under 


be made of it by a Republican Presidents, when || 
| one shall be in power. I will say to the gentleman | 
upon the other side, that so far as that is con- || 
cerned, we will give to the law the same construc- || 


the enacting clause of the bill. 
|| this construction of the law is the use which may || by the consent of the committee 


So the committee refused to rise. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I now move to strike out 


I then propose, 





Mr. MORGAN. I rise toa question of order. 


Is this motion debatable? 


The CHAIRMAN, 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


It is not. 


lam not debating it. I do 


Mr. Chairman, I have, perhaps, listened with || tion which two Democratic Presidents have given || not know what the gentleman says, there is so 


more regret to this discussion than any one else | 

upon the floor, because I entertain peculiar sec- 
. _ 

tional views. For I am, I must frankly confess, | 


| to it. We will give to the law that construction || 
which the Democratic party in power for twenty || 
| years has acquiesced in. I will say to him still || 


| much noise. 


{The committee here informally rose; and 
Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 


that hideous thing, as it seems to men of all par- || further, that so faras the Republican party iscon- || rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act to 


ties, a sectional man. 


I stand here a southern || cerned, I, for one, believe that they will go not a | authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to grant- 


man, anda Representative, in part, of a sovereign | step further in relation to the institution of slavery || a register to the schooner William A. Hamill; 


southern State. That South, that State, are of | 
the weaker section, and we cannot but be sec- | 
tional, becauge we must be united, in order to 

maintain ourselves. Sir, I do not class myself in 

the great national Democratic ranks. I will act 

with the Democratic party faithfully, honestly, 

truly, and heartily, where I can do so conscien- 

tiously and consistently with the rights and honor 

of my State and section. When they callon me 

to depart one iota, the half of a hair’s breadth, 

from that course, I turn my back upon them and 

leave them forever. Yes, sir, J am willing to 

avow myself a sectional man. I come here to 

represent, in part, the State of South Carolina, and 

her rights and interests are first in my estimation | 
and foremost in my heart at all times. 

I, sir, am not prepared to advocate the reopen- 
ing of the slave trade, but I am prepared to ad- 
vocate with all my mind and strength, the sweep- | 
ingaway from our statute-book, of laws which 
stamp the people of my section as pirates, and | 
puta stigma upon their institutions. It is im- | 
possible to escape the inevitable logic—the logic 
which the senior member from Ohio, [Mr. Gip- 


| than they can find precedents for in the action of 
the Democratic party, and in the opinions of those 

| who have been the leading Democratic statesmen 
of the country. J, sir, claiming to be a member 
of the Republican party, find all the precedents | 
want in the action and the opinions of the Demo- 
cratic party, and of the leading statesmen of that 
arty—in the opinions of such men as Jefferson, || 
Madison, and many others, who thought them- 
selves Democrats in their day, but could hardly 


nounced that tellers were ordered. 
| make a few remarks. 


when the Speaker signed the same. | 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


Mr. Chairman, upon the 


motion to strike out the enacting clause, | demand 
| tellers. 


Tellers were ordered. 
Mr. BONHAM. I rose before the Chair an- 
I wish to 


Mr. HOUSTON. I object. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is not de- 


retain a position in that party at the present time. || batable. 


Now, sir, one reference to this provision which 

is now before us. The question is, whether or 

| not the President of the United States was author- 
ized to make a contract which provided for the 
support and maintenance of those men after they 
were landed on the coast of Africa? The law pro- || 
vides that there shall be an agent there. «I ask 
gentlemen, an agent for what purpose? Why || 
have an agent there if there is nothing to be done? || 








Mr. BONHAM. I submit that it is in order 


to make remarks upon the gentleman’s motion. 


Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. The motion is not debat- 


able. 


Mr. GARNETT. I desire to make an inquiry. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. I object to anything not 


| in order. 


Mr. GARNETT. I rise to a question of priv- 


| If he has no power which he can exercise, if no || ilege, and neither the gentleman from Arkansas 
contract can be made which shall authorize him || nor any other gentleman can prevent me from 
| to do a single act, why have an agent? All that || presenting it. 


|| is necessary, according to the construction of the 


Mr. GREENWOOD. If the gentleman, under 


pines,] 1 believe, uses; if the’slave trade be now || law given by gentlemen on the other side of the || the rule, is entitled to what he asks, certainly I 
House, would be to land these men on the coast |; have no objection. 


piracy, it always was piracy; if the slave trade | 
be now a crime against morality and religion, | 
it always was; and the pirates that you would | 
hang to-day, stand on the same footing with my | 
forefathers, who employed and encouraged their 
predecessors. I va eee consent, if 1 can pos- | 
sibly help it, to allow this stigma to remain, | 
which degrades and puts a slur upon the people | 
of my part of the Confederacy. I believe, Mr. 
Chairman, that these are questions that ought to 
be left, as gentlemen have said, to time; and to 
be controlled, moreover, by the sovereign States 
themselves, I have very grave and serious doubts | 
about the constitutionality of the laws for the sup- 
pression ofthe slave trade. 
and serious doubts whether the constitutional 
power ‘* to define and punish piracy”’ gives Con- | 
gress the right to say that anything else shall be 
piracy than what the laws of nations had pre-| 
viously made so; and the word * define,” [think | 
itmay be very forcibly argued, was only intended 
todo away for the future with ambiguity, as to 
the precise definition of piracy, as commonly but 
perhaps somewhat vaguely understood at the 
ume of the adoption of our Federal Constitution. 
I say, sir, that 1 am not prepared to advocate 
the reopening of the slave trade. I do not know 
that I will ever come to that conclusion. It is a 
purely economical, and not.a moral or religious 
quesuon. Jf England and France continue cov- 
ertly to carry it on, we may be forced, in self-de- | 
fense, to do the same thing; and whether you call | 


gration system,”’ I, as one bred and reared where 
slavery is in full vigor and thoroughly organized, 
now that our system is infinitely more humane, 
than the coolie system ever can be. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr.GOOCH. Mr. Chairman, I do not regret 
the discussion which has arisen here upon this 
{uestion. I by no means consider the time we 

ave spent on that discussion as wasted time. 


I think it but foreshadows to the country a dis- | 


cussion which will hereafter be had in this House, 


I have very grave || 


nfinitely more gentle, infinitely more Christian, | 


of Africa anywhere; and certainly that can be || 
done without the assistance of an agent. 


Mr. GARNETT. I would inquire if the en- 


| acting clause is stricken out, all the amendments 


Now, sir, I say that the construction given by |} heretofore made by the committee do not fall ? 


the President is the construction given by Presi- || 
| dent Monroe, and acquiesced in for twenty years, 
and that this construction is the correct construc- 
‘on. Gentlemen on the other side object, that to 


Mr. HOUSTON. In answer to that, I will say 


| that the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
_ Means can offer a substitute, embracing the same 
|, bill as amended by the committee. 


There is no 


make this appropriation would be to authorize || difficulty upon that point. 


that construction. ‘That, sir, is precisely the || 
question I want to meet; that is the question | 


Mr. CURRY. I inquire whether the chair- 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means will 


want to vote upon. For one, I am ready to make || do it? 


this appropriation, and thereby give authority to 
that construction. 


[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. BRANCH. Is it in order to move to lay 
aside this bill and take up another appropriation 
bill ? 

The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the | 


Chair, that motion would not be in order. 





Mr. HOUSTON. If not, my colleague can do 


it for himself. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. Only by general consent. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. If the enacting 


clause is stricken out, can we,in the House, come 


to a vote upon striking out that last clause of the 
bill? 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 


In answer to the 


Mr. BRANCH. Then I move that the com- | inquiry which has been made, I will say, that if 


mittee rise. 


the enacting clause shall be stricken out, such 


Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from North |; amendments as have been adopted I shall myself 


Carolina will withdraw that motion, I will move || 


to strike out the enacting clause of the bill, with |) 


offer, though I shall vote against them. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. The gentleman is not in 


the understanding that the amendments which || order,and I object to debate. 


have been already agreed to shall be reported to | 

the House. 

vote upon the bill. {| 
Mr. BRANCH. I insistupon my motion that 

the committee rise, unless there is some way by | 


which this debate can be stopped; because, in my 


bate than a mere consumption of time. 
upon m 
| Mr. 


I insist | 
motion. 

OUSTON. Ifthe gentlemanfrom North 

Carolina will withdraw his motion that the com- 


We can then go into the House and || question of order. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I rise to a 
It is, that a motion to strike 
out the enacting clause entitles the party making 
it to a five minutes’ speech, and that a five min- 


utes’ speech in opposition to that motion is in 


| order. 
it the ** coolie system,”’ or the “* involuntary emi- | judgment, a worse evil is arising from this de- || 


Mr. HOUSTON. That has not been the prac- 
tice for the last two sessions of Congress. 

Mr. GROW. [I think the gentleman from Ala- 
bama is mistaken. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I think, this very session, 


| mittee rise, I will move to strike out the enacting |, the motion to strike out the enacting clause has 
| clause, which, with the understanding I have || been ruled not to allow debate. 


| proposed, will accomplish the gentleman’s pur- || 


ose. a 


|| Mr.BRANCH. Ifthe gentleman will give me | 
|| any assurance that other gentlemen will not rise 

‘| and move amendments and continue this debate, 
I will withdtaw my motien. 


Mr. GROW. I remember two cases. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion is not de- 
batable. 

The tellers having been previously ordered, 


Messrs. McQueen and Unperwoop were ap- 
pointed, 
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The comy tte divided; and the tellers 
reported yes 34,1 94 
So the committee refused to strike out the en- 


acting clause 


Mr. PHILLIPS I pr now that we take 
a vote to b tion, and by striking 
it out we shall} \ ' n the Hou » to settle 
Wie ma 

Mr. CRAWFORD. ‘That would force us to 


to hear him come back to the question before Lie 
debate has 
I am 
so much de- 
sires to have established; and if members will 1 


Itouse. I believe wit 
taken a range Whi 


i him, that the 
h was not authorized. 


opposed to the pres lent which bh 


fer to the remarks of Mr. Monroe, they will find 
that he did not go to the extent to which Mr. 
Buchanan has gone. 


ldo not intend to impugn the motives of the 


President; | know them to have been gcood; but 
he has rone beyond iw,and [ submit that 
he had no authori y to ontract with any body of 
men toschool these nme rro children, or to educate 
the adults in ** arts of civilized lite.”’ 

I go further than gentlemen on my own side. | 
hold that we owe no higher obligations, so long 

the law is on the statute-books, than to send 
back th Africans, to support them while here, 
to p vide for them, to piace them In the hands 
of good and responsiblk agents, and to put them 


us near as we can in the same condition that th y 
‘ ipred before l »,notontiy for the letter, but 
for the spirit of the law; and | think the spirit of 
the law does enable the President to place them 
back in Africa, and t ) provid for them, to acer- 
tain extent; but not to educate the children, and 
tot i the adult dl lren the arts of civil- 
ized life. That is the ; t that | make; and I 
trust that Democratic wentlemen on this side of 
the Llouse will see rnd reciate it. L approve 


have been 
: nt L submit to the gentle- 
men from Ohio and Kentucky, [Messrs, Nicuo.is 
and Burnetr,] whether th y are disposed to go 
further, and to have these Africans 
arts of civilized life? ‘There is no such authority 
in any law. President Monroe did 
cedent for it. It is now, for the first time, that 
we have an instance of having an item 1n an ap- 
propriation bill for teaching Africans the arts of 
civilized life. This is the pot. | trust the amend- 
ment will pted. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I have not sought 
the floor for the purpose of making a speech. 1 
offered by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, and ask a vote. 

Ihe question was Mr. Bonnam’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 
) recurred on Mr. Case’s amend- 
meut to strike out the whole seetion, 


Mr. NICHOLS called for tellers. 


of that sentiment and feeling that 


OKO ¢ itatt ( 


taught the 


Ue ad plu d 


Oppose the amendm 
} 
taken on 


The questol 


vot for, ¢ t, the whole amount in the 

Mr. FLORENCI I will consent to nothing 
w! 1 Ww t tusto have a vote upon the 
whole amount; lif we cannot have it in the 
Hou will } ce it t mmittee 

Mr. BONHAM I 1 amendment to 
move, by way of a prov , to the last clause of 
the land men may suppose It 18 pre- 
cisely the sar mendment which has been re- 
d. | { m them that it is not, 
and t] y tit o when it comes to bi 
I sc 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to say 
that h iit insist that debate be confined to the 
amendment pr l. 

Mr. BONHAM. That what I desire. I 
move to amend by adding the following proviso: 

Py é I tno partott um shall be used torsehool 
Ing { t mg * tue chudren and 

If the Iiouse will hear me one moment, the y 
Will Ss 1 t this | iol the same amendment 
w! hi i been re) ted. j 

l agree with the gentleman who last addressed | 
the ti , on the op ite side, in many of the 
views Which he pre nted; and I should be glad | 


not set a pre- | 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Masow and | 


CocKERELL Were appointed, 
‘Tie committee divided ; and the tellersreported— 
ayes 104, noes 26. 


~ 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move that the 


committee ris 
ments to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Stevenson reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union gen- 
erally under consideration, and particularly the 
bill of the House (No. 666) making appropria- 
tions for the consular and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1860, and had instructed him to report the 
same to the House, with sundry amendments. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. As some gentle- 

men lve expressed a desire to have offered to 
the House an amendment which was adopted by 
the committee, and afterwards lost by the striking 
out of the whole section, I desire to give my 
friend from Georgia [Mr. Crawrorp] an oppor- 
tunity to offer it be tore I move the previous ques- 
tion. . 
Mr. CRAWFORD. I move to amend the last 
clause in the billasit was amended inthe Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 1 
move that $75,000 be stricken out, and $45,000 
inserted, 

Mr. BURNETT. I am opposed, myself, to 
the education of those Africans, whether they be 
minors or adults; and | desire to ask the gentle- 
man how he arrives at the fact that $30,000 is 
required for their education? 

Mr. CRAWFORD, By information received 
from the Secretary of State. He says that it will 
take $30 000 for that purpose, ; 

Mr. COLFAX I appeal to the chairman of 


the Committee of W rysand Means to redeem the 
promise he made to me in committee, when I 
moved to strike out the appropriation for the mis- 
sion to Persia. Lasked him then what the amount 
would be that the whole appropriation should be 


reduced, and he said he beltevéd $10,000; but that 
we could wait until after other amendments had 
been acted on, and then the amount of the appro- 
reduced. l ask him now to re- 
deem his promise. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The committer 
afterwards took another view of the matter, and 
struck out the whole clause making appropria- 
tions for the salaries of ministers abroad, and in- 
serted the text proposed by the gentleman from 
Ohio. 

Mr. COLFAX. Thatwas not done until four 
distinct votes had been taken on striking out va- 
rious missions. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. 
this. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
vious question. 

Mr. BONHAM. I ask the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to give me an 
opportunity of introducing an amendment, which 
I know Democrats on this side of the House will 
support. é 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means to 
give mé an opportunity of movipg an additional 


priation could b 


I must object to 


I move the pre- 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


, and report the bill and amend- 


taken on striking out. 


section to the bill, which L am satisfied no gen- | 


tleman will object to. 

Mr. EUSTIS. I desire to ask the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means whether he 
has brought the bill into the House for the pur- 
pose of continuing the discussion, or for the pur- 
rose of voting’ 

The SPEAKER. 
been demanded. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire to make an inquiry of 
the Chair. 


The previous question has 


I move that 


January 27, 


The SPEAKER. It is entirely compete 


the House, to perfect the clause before the vote. 


is 


Mr. LETCHER. Let me see if the Speak 
and I understand each other. peaker 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 demand 
the regular order of business—the vote on ~ 
motion to adjourn. - 

The question was taken; and the House r: 
to adjourn. 

Mr. LETCHER. When the bill was report. 
to the House from the Committee of th: W hole 
on the state of the Union, was not the clays, 
stricken out ? 

The SPEAKE 

Mr. LETCHE It was not? 

The SPEAKE It was not. 

Mr. LETCHER, Then what was the condition 
of it? 

The SPEAKER. There was a simple recom. 
mendation of the Committee of the Whole 
the clause be stricken out. 

Mr. LETCHER. We struck it out in com. 
mittee by a direct vote. 

The previous question 
main question ordered. 

Mr.STANTON. I move that the rules be sng. 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into th 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with a view to take a recess; so that we may 
have an evening s 

The SPEAKER. That motion cannot be mad 
if there is objection. 

Mr. McQUEEN. 
the evening sessions, 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Idesire toask the unan- 
imous consent of the Hlouse to offer an additiona 
section to the bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. Asitis evident that nothing 
will be tone this evening, 1 move that the Hous: 
do now adjourn, 

‘The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
four o’clock, p. m.) the louse adjourned. 


fused 


It was not. 
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oR 
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aR 
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ras seconded, and th. 


ession fi : debate. 


Tobject. I am opposed to 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 27, 1859. 


rayer by Rev. M. Nose. 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message from the Pfesident of the United 
States, transmitting a report of the Secretary of 
State, dated the 25th instant, with the accompany- 
ing papers, in compliance with the requirement 
of the act entitled, ** An act to regulate the diplo- 
matic and consular systems of the United States,” 
approved August 18, 1856; which, on motion of 
Mr. Hunter, was ordered to lie on the table, and 

| be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a report of the 

| Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the Hous: 
of Representatives, in relation to thegontinuation 
of the compilation and publication of the Ameri- 

| can State Papers, which was read, and, on motion 

of Mr. Crirrenpen, referred to the Committee 

| on Printing. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Ax.ten, its Clerk, announced that th 
House of Representatives had passed the follow- 
ing bills and joint resolutions; in which the con- 
| currence of the Senate was requested: 


P 
bh 


| A bill (No. 830) for the pynishment of the crim 


1 desire to know how my colleague | 


on the Committee of Ways and Means, the gen- | 


tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Crawrorp,] can move 
to amend a clause which has been stricken out 
altogether by the Committee af the Whole? 1 
cannot understand how the consent of the chair- 


‘man of the Committee of Ways and Means can 


make such an amendment in order, when the 
clause proposed to be amended has been stricken 
out. 

The SPEAKER. 


| 
| 


| 


} 
| 
} 
i 


It is only the recommend- | 


ation of the Committee of the Whole that the | 


clause be stricken out. 
Mr. LETCHER. The clause is out, so far as 
the action of the Committee of the Whole is con- 
| cerned. 


of forgery or counterfeiting military bounty land 
warrants, military bounty land certificates of |o- 
| . . © ¢ . —— s 
cation, certificates of purchase, and receivers’ rt 


celpts; : 
A bill (No. 831) to authorize the holding 0! 
circuit and district courts at the city of Peorta, 
Illinois; and 

A joint resolution (No. 38) in relution-to the 
tobacco trade of the United States with foreig! 
countries. ; 

The message further announced that the House 
_ had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 182) forthe 
enforcement of mechanics’ liens on buildings, &c., 
in the District of Columbia. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


| The message further announced that the Presi- 
| dent of the United States had approved and signe¢, 
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the 25th instant, the following acts and joint 

solution: 5 

4n act for the relief of John Duncan; 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Elenry R. School- 
craft; 


An act for the relief of James G. Holmes; and 


} 


\ joint resolution authorizing Townsend Har- | 


is, United States consul general at Japan,and H. 
¢. |. Herskin, his interpreter, respectively, to 
accept snuff-box from her Majesty the Queen 
f England. 

“And on the 12th instant: 

An act making appropriations for the support 
‘the Military Academy, for the year ending the 
yh of June, 1860. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


hy Mr. ALLEN, its Clerk, announced that the | 


speaker had signed the following enrolled bill; 


which thereupon received the signature of the | 


President pro tempore: 


\ bill GH. R. No. 788) authorizing the Secre- | 


ry of the Treasury to grant a register to the 


aa William A. Hamill. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. STUART presented a petition of citizens 
f Michigan, praying that agrantof land may be 
made to aid in the construction of a wagon road 


fom Saginaw to Sheboygan; which was referred | 


) the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also presented the petition of citizens of Ot- 
tawa county, Michigan, and residents of ‘* Hol- 

ind Colony,’’ so ealled, for the establishment of 
amail route from Grand Haven to Saugatuck; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Offiee and Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of citizens of 
Ottawa county, Michigan, and residents of the 
“Holland Colony,’’ so.called, for the erection of 
alight-house, and a pier beacon light at the har- 

or of Black Lake, in that county; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. GREEN presented the petition of Hiram 
J.Graham, praying the organization of a new 
Territory, to be composed of Kansas, the south- 
western part of Nebraska, and the eastern part 
of Utah; which was referred to the Committee 
on Territories. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of Isaac 
H. Randall, praying compensation for extra ser- 
vices performed by him while a master’s mate 
attached to the Japan expedition, under Com- 
modore Perry; which, with the accompanying 
papers, was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. HOUSTON presented the memorial of 
William Vance & Brothers, praying the reim- 
bursement of expenses incurred in furnishing 
outfits to certain volunteers for the Mexican war, 
who were marched to the place of rendezvous, 
but were not finally mustered into the service of 
the United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on MMlitary Affairs. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented a memorial of 

citizens of Michigan, in relation to the appoint- 
meats of chaplains in the public service; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
_ Mr. JONES presented a petition of Ambrose 
S. Mead and others, citizens of lowa, praying re- 
muneration for property destroyed by a wander- 
ing band ofethe Sioux Indians, in the spring of 
1857-58; which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 
_ He also presented the petition of William Col- 
‘lcott, praying remuneration for loss sustained by 
him in the entry of land, through the errors of 
Government officers; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands 

He also presented the petition of Warner L. 


Clark, son and one of the heirs of B. W. Claré, | 
Geceased, praying payment for supplies furnished | 


at the request of General Henry Dodge, to white | 


families taken into the fortat White Oak Springs, 
'0 prevent their falling victims to the Indians dur- 
lng the Black Hawk war; which was referred to 
‘ue Committee on Claims. 


ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC SHIP-CANAL. 
_Mr. GREEN submitted the following resolu- 


tion: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be respectfully 


sible, the full detailed reports of the surveys made by Lieu- 


Tequested to transmit to the Senate, at the earliest day pos- || 


tenant Craven of the Navy, and Lieutenant Michler of the 
topographical engineers, to verify surveys previously made, 
for a ship canal between the Atlantic and Pacifie oceans, 
via the Atrato and Truando rivers ; and that the same con 
tain copies of the field-notes certified to by the respective 
| officers, setting forth the measurement of distances, their di- 
rection, the heigiits and inequalities of the ground passed 
over, as determined by the spirit-level, with a deseription of 
the manner in which the surveys were made, measurements 
| taken, and the instruments used ; also, the result of any in- 
strumental work that may have Seen doue, together with the 
number of cubic yards of earth and rock to be removed to 
| construct a ship-canal, without locks, one hundred feet wide 
at the water lines, and thirty feet deep at low tide; also, 
| the opinion of said officers if a lower pass exists through the 
| mountains than that which they examined: these reports, 
however, not to include any estimates of costs, or the bo 
| tanical, ér other descriptions of the natural history of the 
country, until called for by Congress. 


There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution, 

Mr. MASON. I suggest to the Senator that 
the usual form is, that the Secretary be directed. 
I propose that ami ndment. 

Mr. GREEN. Laccept the amendment. 

The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

POSTAGES AND EXPENDITURES. 
| Mr. HALE. I have a resolution which relates 
to a matter now pending before the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, and I ask that 
it may be read and considered at this time: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
communicate to the Senate Wie amount of postages received 


in each State and Territory of the United States, for each 
year, from 1840 to the present time; and also the amount 


paid in each year, for transportation in each of said States 
and Territories, indicating the rates of postage in each year, 
and the number of letters trausmitted by mail each year, if 
practicable. 

There being no objectioh, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MASON. I think that resolution is liable 
to the same objection as the one which preceded 
it. I move the same amendment, that the Post- 
master General be ‘‘ directed.’® It is better to pre- 
serve the proper relation between the parties. 

Mr. HALE. Ihavé no objection to that amend- 

| ment. 

The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 


CANADIAN RECIPROCITY. 
Mr. KING submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Cominittee on Finan instructed, 
when considering the revision of the tariff, or any revenue 
bill during the present session, to inquire whether the in- 
creased duties lately levied by the British Government for 
the Canadas uponall artecles not enumerated in the sched 
ule of free articles in the treaty between the United States 
and Great Bfitain, si¢ned at Washington, on the Sth day of 
June, 1854, known as the reciprocity treaty with the Brit 
ish Provinces, onerous upon all such articles exported trom 
the United States to Canada, and on many articles amount 
ing to prohibition, are not Mmeconsistent with the spirit and 
the principles upon which the said treaty was entered into 
by the high contracting Powers; whether anv, and what, 
countervailing duties or regulations will be proper as a re 
medial measure ; and whether notice to terminate the treaty 
on the earliest day authorized by its stipulations ought not 
to be given. 


Mr. HUNTER. I suegest to the honorable 
Senator to allow type resolution to lie over until 
to-morrow. 


| Mr. KING. 





I have no obj ction. 
The resolution lies over under the rule. 


| 
' 
| INDIAN CAMPAIGN, 


Mr. RICE submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to fur 
nish the Senate with a copy of the topographical memoir 
and map of Colonel Wright’s late campaign against the In- 
dians in Oregon and Washington Territones. 

MAIL DETENTIONS. 

Mr. HALE. I submit the following resolution; 
which I desire the Senate to consider at this.time: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of author- 
izing the Postmaster General to contract for the establish- 
ment of a new post route by railroad conveyance between 
the cities of Washington and New York, or in some other 
| mode providing for such conveyance of the mails as the 
| public necessity requires. 

I beg the indulgence of the Senate while I state 
the reasons which induced me to offer the resolu- 
tion, with the concurrence of the committee to 
which I belong. There is yory great, very un- 
necessary, and very vexatious, delay of the mails 
on the great route between this city and New 
| York, by which all the communications of the 
| country between Eastand West, Northand South, 

pass. I will not go into the particulars of it; but 
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it is great and unnecessary. By the instruction of 
the Committee on the Post Office'and Post Roads, I 
have had several conferences with the Postmaster 
General and the Assistant Postmaster General, 
Mr. Dundas, to whose charge this appropriately 
belongs, and they tell me they are utterly power- 
less to make any reform. I have seen some of 
the agents of the railroads, where they say the 
blame is, and the railtoad people say that they 
are perfectly willimg’to make every convenient 
arrangement, but that the Postmaster General 
will not do it; and the result is, that the mails are 
delayed in New York and Philadelphia unreason- 
ably and vexatiously. This is simply a resolu- 
tion of inquiry. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLAY, fromthe Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred the resolution of the city 
council‘of Memphis, Tennessee, in favor of the 
establishment of an inspection district, and the 
erection of a marine hospital at that place, have 
instructed me to report it back adversely to the 
establishment of an hospital, and ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 
other part of the resolution, provision having 
been made by a general bill, now pending before 
the Senate, in respect to that subject. 

The report was concurred in, 

Mr. CLAY, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the amendment of the House of 
Representatives to the joint resolution (S. No. 454) 
for changing the plan of the custom-house at Gal- 
veston, in the State of Texas, reported in favor of 
concurring in the amendment of the House. 

Mr. CLAY. ‘The same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the House (No. 783) to 
authorize the registering of the schooner Enter- 
prise, of Wilson, New York, baveinstracted me to 
make an adverse report. ° 

Mr. KING subsequently rose and ssid: [would 
inquire whether the report the Senator has just 
made in regard to the registering of the schooner 
Enterprise was an adverse report ? 

Mr. CLAY. Yes, sir. . 

Mr. KING. What action is taken onit? 

Mr. CLAY. It lies on the table. 

Mr. KING. TI hope that report may be deferred 
that I may examine the papers. 

‘The subject was not further pressed. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
ciary, to whom - was referred the memorial of Wil- 
liam Pettibone and others, practical bookbinders 
and residents of Washington city, praying the 
correction of an abuse in relation to the ruling and 
binding for the Executive Departments, believing 
that they have no proper relation to abuses in the 
binding and ruling of the Executive De partments, 
ask to be discharged from its further considera- 
tion, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYARD. Thesame committee, to whom 
was referred a communication from A. G, Miller, 
in favor of the enactment of a law to authorize 
the district courts of the United States to ap- 
point commissioners, considering that there is no 
necessity shown for the law contemplated by the 
application, have instructed me to ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the sub- 
ject. . 

The report was concurred in. 

Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (A. R. No. 
804) to authorize settlers upon sixtee nth and 
thirty-sixth sections, who settled before the sur- 
veys of the public lands, to preémpt their settle- 
ments, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 551) te protect 
the land fund for school purposes in Sarpy 
county, Nebraska Territory, reported it without 
amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H.R. No. 805) to run, 
mark, and establish, the western boundary of the 


| State of Minnesota, reported it with amendments. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 803) to amend 
an act entitled ** An act authorizing repayment 
for land erroneously sold by the United States,” 


reported it without amendment. 


Mr. FITCH, from the Committee on Printing, 


The Committee on the Judi-. 
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lt appropriates the sum of $10,000 for the pay- || in any one calendar year to the sum of $2,500 
eaeh; and that the registers and receivers shall 
| not receive for any one quarter, or fractional quar- 
| ter, more than a pro rata allowance of the maxi- 
mum of $2,500; their compensation, both for sal- 


Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Houston, Hunter, 
iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, Jones, Kennedy, Mason, 
Pearce, Polk, Pugh, Reid, Rice, Sebastian, Shields, Slidell, 
Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, and Ward—4._ 
NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, 
Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 


mentof the expenses of the several investigating | 
committees of the House of Representatives dur- 
ing the present session, and directs that it be 
added to the miscellaneous item of the contingent 


LS 


to whom was referred the motion to print the || fund of the House; but no portion of this sum is | ary and commissions, to commence and be caley. : 
memorial of 8.8. Wood, commissioner, and W. | to be paid for constructive mileage for summon- || lated from the time they enter on the discharge 
P. Kirkland, solicitor, appointed on behalf of the | ing witnesses. : of their duties, ° 
residents and non-residents of Greytown, or San The additional section submitted by the Com- The bill was reported to the Senate without ot 
Juan del Norte, in Central America, who suffered | mittee on Finance is as follows: amendment. U 
by the bombardment of that city by Captain Hol- And be it further enacted, That hereafter the mileage or | Mr. TOOMBS. I want to know how the bill 
lins, of the United States ship Cyane, onthe 13th traveling allowance to the officer, or jv person execut- | affects the existing law ? 
° - : 7 “3 : . - || ing precepts or summonses of either Houges of Congress, || ~ oo 
of July, 1854, praying the appointment of a oN , shall not exceed ten cents for every mile necessarily and || or eee: _ 1 will explain it to the Sena. bi 
mission to investigate the charges upon which the |) actually traveletl by such officer or other person in the ex- || tor. 7, the existing law, the commissions of fo 
city was destroyed, and also to investigate losses || eeution of any such precept or summons. land oihcer for one year are limited to $2,500 ot 
sustained, with a view of making such reparation || Mr, HUNTER. That is designed to put an || which, with the salary, makes $3,000. A practice m 
as may appear justand proper, reported adversely | onq to an evil which has existed. If an officer | has grown up, in many instances, of this char. to 
on the motion; and the report was agreed to. summons ten men from the same place, by this || ®¢ter: where the sales are large, a man holds his be 
i. He also, from the same committee, to whom amendment he is to charge only one mileage, and office for three months, within which time he gets 88 
" was referred the memorial of members of the So- | jot ten, as has been done heretofore. i his full amount of commissions; he resigns hig er 
i ciety of Cincinnati, praying the setuement of the The amendment wen arreed. to. ] office; his successor takes it and holds it three 
(a claims for half pay for life promised by the act The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, || months, within which time he gets his full amouy: C 
- Jongre P Oc ri 17 ice : ae 95 j ° . : 
; of Congress of O. tober, 1780, to the officers of the and the amendment was concurred in, and ordered of $2,500, and then he.resigns; and the first may th 
| Continental army who should serve to the end of | «6 ye encrossed. The bill was ordered to be read || *# appointed again, and he gets another $2,509. v 
if the war, or until the time of their reduction, re- a third time; and it was read the third time, and The effect of this bill is to limit the receipts of the w 
2 ported in favor of the memorial; and the report passed. - year to $2,500, and pro rata for each quarter, 
at was agreed to. ‘| The bill was ordered to a third reading, reaq e3 
B Mr. BIGLER, from the Committee on Com- PETERSBURG CUSTOM-HOUSE LOT. || the third time, and passed. . 
i merce, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. | Mr. CLAY. The Committee on Commerce, ACQUISITION OF CUBA 
Es 353) for the relief of Eli W. Goff, reported it | to whom was referred the joint resolution of the Mr. FITCH. The C . Printi 
if without amendment, and with arecommendation — House of Representatives, (No. 39,) to authorize = , re Committee On 'F tinting; to th 
a. * that it do pass. the Secretary of the Treasury to sel! a certain | whom was referred the subject of printing extra th 
| Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Rev- | plat of land in the city of Petersburg, Virginia, | numbers of ha reper’ of the Committee on For. of 
AE; olutionary Claims, to whom were referred the | belonging to the United States, have instructed || ©'S" Relations on the bill to facilitate the acquisi- de 
a ke papers in relation to the claim of Frederick Vin- | me to report it back with an amendment, and to || "0" of the Island of Cuba by negotiation, have 7 
cent, administrator of James Lecaze, submitted | recommend its passage; and as it is a matter of directed me to report in favor of printing five thou- 
a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 537) for | no interest, I suppose, to any one in the Senate, sand a There were two motions on the a 
the relief of Frederick Vincent, administrator of except the Senators from Virginia, I hope the subject; first for printing two thousand, and Sec- ce 
James Lecaze, surviving partner of Lecaze & Senate will act on itnow. The amendment is one ond for printing ten thousand extra et Pl 
Mailet. The bill was reed, and passed to a sec- | that all will agree to. I will state that the Secre- || W#Sh to call the attention of the minority of the tr 
ond reading; and the report was ordered to be | tary of the Treasury approves the sale of she land, eae bob eal ” the fact a they 
printed. savine that it is not necessary for the public eer- moved no additional num erexcepttwot Lousand, ol 
RECOMMITTAL OF A REPORT Dien: in their first resolutié6n, and the committee re- al 
aann os eR There being no objection, the Senate, as in | Ported in favor of printing two thousand copies re 
Mr. MASON. I presented a petition a few | Ghesetienes alt tis W hile sealed nn aanadilies | of the views of the minority. a 
days ago from Mrs. Fanny an hite, 7 was a joint enema, »?P | Mr. SEWARD. I intended yesterday, if] pe 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. She is a | 9 : : r : ject’ was 
_— | It proposes to authorize the Secretary of the could have got the floor when the subject was 
widow lady. J wrote to her and told her that | curv, in his discretion if deemed by himcon- || brought up, to move the same number, whiutever Co 
some evidence must be sent with the petition. Ours ce : . it might be, of the minority report. all 
Ss] F E sistent with the public interest, to sell, and by ee auaee 
ie replied,as such a lady would do, that she was deed convey to the purchaser, a piece or parcel || .@r- FITCH. I presume I shall have the assent 
utterly ignorant of the form of such proceedings, || of land 1 ht at ie made nade cake : a of the Committee on Printing then at once to an 
and would supply it. In the mean ume the com- 7 res > CUS- || amendment of their report, and I report in favor 
, tom-house lot in Petersburg, Virginia, to be so s : : he 
mittee reported adversely. With the consent of laid off and defined as to make the eastern bound- || °f Printing five thousand extra copies of both the - 
the chairman of that committee, I ask that that | cee of Cant: tek cinalaches Cee thei te: eae majority and minority reports. Finals the mo- fo 
peuution be recommitted to the Committee on Pen- y, . 5 haga — Saray tion to print five thousand copies of each. Me 
eae |, on Tabb street, through to the lot belonging to | cite Ch ll Ge Gate we 
a al i a a Powell’s Hotel Company; and the proceeds of the ||. “’T: “7.444%. th ave ae : we tal g be ac ki 
— , sale are to be applied, if necessary, to the com- | !” A? tame oA rt aa t ha a he th ee cl 
BILLS INTRODUCED. pletion and furnishing of the tustom-house build- || '"S - ee tl - the ‘ This re comel A ay 
Mr. BROWN asked, and by unanimous con- || 10g, or grading and inclosing the lot. opal: Arye ante i ae a een ls hate. th 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No The amendment which the committee reported, || ee eee ee 2 . bi 
ahs cada ~ ted <a: ing. Itis probably printed by this time, or will 
535) conferring certain powers relating to alleys, |, 18 1n the form of the following provisio: ll be in a dav or two. in every principal newspaper 
on the corporation of Washington; which was Provided, The Secretary of the Treasury shall fix the || 5) the wl ye U sad Stat y TT ; Y mber ie a 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- || Minimum below which the said lot shall not be sold. on * Powe tl nee th S, t is 8 bein ode ra 
ar ; r ee wanted for the.use of the Senate; it cer an- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. The amendment was agreed to. The joint res- | nat ine aad for the pubiic. fee. the get it in ve 
He also asked, and by unanimous consent || olution was reported to the Senate, as amended, | the newspapers; onl ix F ‘ eenkdem censine aod 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 536) to | and the amendment was concurred in, and or- || ; , - a; ae i he fi 
Fight pe t seems to me, an improper disposition of the 
authorize the levy court to issue tavern and other || dered to be engrossed. The joint resolution was : eT dd - : I aaa Be cae - rinting any- th 
licenses in the District of Columbia; which was || ordered to be read a third time; and it was read Sine but dl aa At P = vi 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- | the third time, and passed. Mr IVERSON ealiell for the yeag and nays; L 
? nT . ° “ i ’ 
eo eater = cao aaa COMPENSATION OF LAND OFFICERS. and they were ordered. yi 
Mr. HALE asked, and by unanimous cons ae : ._ 
obtained, leave to inttoduce a joint resolution (S. Mr. 8 PUART. I am directed by the Commit- Mr. Fee _ oo 6 +e | 
No. 74) for the relief of the administrator of Ben- | tee on Public Lands to report back the bill (H. | mrt : PRESIDENT yd e. The estimate th 
> et es No.8 . . . ie oN ro tempore. e esti 
jemin Wakefield, deceased; which was read twice 0 No. 801) = and oe - “dow nsation gill be teal P ™pP m 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Na- || Of receivers and registers of the land offices, un- 5 ’ : ¥ 
mt Stites. der the provisions of the act approved April 20, The Secretary read it, as follows: 
-ESTIGATING C ee 1818, and to recommend its passage. As this is | Orrice SUPERINTENDENT OF PuBLic Emre, 0 
INVESTIGATING COMMITTEES. a House bill, which is intended to correct very | Sin: The cost of naaiinn toliinouenid wl ciuinent V 
Mr. HUNTER, There is a bill before the Com- | large abuses growing out of the commissions of || the report of the Committee on Foreign Relations on the P 
mittee on Finance which we ask the Senate totake | land officers, I ask the indulgence of the Senate || acquisition of Cuba will be $35 72. At the same rate, ten r 
immediate action upon. It is forthe payment of || to consider it at this time. It is very short, and || thousand copies will cost $178 60. The cost of ee ee s\ 
witnesses who have been summoned here before || will take but a moment. It certainly ought to | owe wellpage dhe = “2 ; w 
investigating committees of the House of Repre- | be passed for the preservation of the public in- Respectfully, &c., w 
sentatives; and they cannot go away until this bill || terests. GEORGE W. BOWMAN, Superintendent. 
is passed. I am directed by the Committee on There being no objection, the Senate, as in || Hon. Granam N. Fircn, Chairman Committee on Print- M 
Finance to report it back, and to ask the Senate, | Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider || #8, Senate. 3 
by unanimous consent, to take it up this morning. || the bill. | Mr. FITCH. We report in favor of printing 
I report it with an amendment to be inserted as it directs that theact entitled ‘*Anact for chang- \| five thousand. The cost is certainly no objection. i 
an additional section, — | ing the compensation of receivers and registers || | think the importance of the subject is quite suf- oa 
There being no objection, the Senate,asin Com- | of the land offices,” approved April 20, 1818, | ficient excuse for the action of the committee. | 
. mittee of the Whole, proceeded - eae 1 shall be so construed by the node = The question being taken by yeas and nays, . 
(H. R. No. 820) providing for the payment of the || as to restrict the aggregate amount allowe a8 |! resulted—yeas 34, nays 21; as follows: ly 
expenses of investigating committees of the House |, compensation for the registers’ and receivers YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Benjamin, Bisler, Ri 
of Representatives. | commissions on moneys received at any land office | Bright, Brown, Chesnut, Clingman, Davis, Douglas, Fitch, Jam bu 
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Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, King, Seward, Simmons, Toombs, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—21. « 


So it was ordered that five thousand extra 
copies of the majority and minority reports of the 


Committee on Foreign Relations be printed. 
DISTRIBUTION OF DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. PEARCE. The Committee on the Li- 


brary, to whom a joint resolution (S. No. 63) 
for supplying the Choctaw nation with such copies 
of the laws, journals, and public printed doct- 
ments, as are furnished to the States and Terri- 
tories, was referred, have directed me to report it 
back with an amendment, and recommend its pas- 
sage with thatamendment. 1 ask for its consid- 
eration now. It cannot give rise to any debate. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution. ‘The committee reported it 
with an amendment, to strike out the following 
words: 

“And that such sum as may be necessary to defray the 
expense of carrying into elfect this resolution be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated.” 

So that the resolution will read: 

Be it resolved, &c., That the Choctaw nation of [ndians, 
through such agent as they may designate, be furnished by 
the Secretary of the Interior with such copies or volumes 
of the laws of the United States, Journals of Congress, and 
documents printed by order of Congress, as are supplied to 
the States and Territories of the United States. 

Mr. PEARCE. There is no necessity for the 
appropriating clause. There is a fund at the 
command of the Secretary of the Interior for the 
purpose of transporting books; and there are ex- 
tra copies, also, at his command. 

The amendment was agreed to. The joint res- 
olution was reported to the Senate as amended; 
and the amendment was concurred in. The joint 
resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. It was read the third time, and 

assed. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN subsequently moved to re- 
consider the vote on the passage of the resolution; 
and the motion was entered. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HUNTER. As the hour of one o’clock 
has arrived, I move to suspend all prior orders 
for the purpose of taking up the Indian appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr. GWIN. I will not consume time. It is 
known that we are now ready to vote on the Pa- 
cific railroad bill; and I simply call for the yeas 


and nays, to see whether the Senate will take up | 


the Indian appropriation bill and lay the railroad 
bill aside. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope we shall finish this 
railroad bill to-day. We have got now to the 
very point of voting on it. Let us vote on it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no idea that it can be 


finished to-day. I think we had better dispose of || Senate, or desiring to take time in making re- | 


the appropriation bills. If we do that, we can de- 
vote the rest of the time to the Pacific railroad. 
Let us pom the appropriation bills as they come. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I hope the Senate will not 
yield to the appeal of the Senator from Virginia. 
| hope we shall have some 
this winter; and as the Pacific railroad reoem- 
mends itself so eminently to practical men, | hope 
we shall have a vote on that. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I hope the motion 
of the Senator from Virginia will be agreed to. 
We should pay some regard to the injunction of 

ope, * Lo! the poor Indian.’’ I think the rail- 
road bill is a very good thing, and sometimes an- 
Swers a very good purpose—to occupy the time 
when we have nothing else to do; but now I think 
we should take up the Indian appropriation bill. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 


lr. Honrer’s motion, resulted—yeas 20, nays 
82; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Chesnut, Clingman, Crit- | 


tenden, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Hale, Hammond, 
Houston, Hunter, Mason, Pearce, Polk, Pugh, Reid, Thom- 
fon of New Jersey, Toombs, and Wilson—20. 
nv A¥S—Messrs. Alien, Bell, Benjamin, Bigier, Bright, 
Dantericks Rrown, Cameron, Chandler, Dixon, Doolittle, 
Suglas, Durkee, Fitch, Fester, Gwin, Hamlin, Harlan, 
verson, Johnson of Tennessee, Jones, Kennedy, King, 
bom Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Slidell, Stuart, Trum- 
wil, Wade, and Ward—32. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


ractical legislation | 


bill (S. No. 65) to authorize the President of the 
United States to contract for the transportation of 


' . *-* 
the mails, troops, seamen, munitionsof war, Army | 


‘and Navy supplies, and all other Government 
service, by railroad, from the Missouri river to 
San Francisco, in the State of California, 

Mr. BIGLER. Lask the consent of the Senate 
to make a slight alteration in section four, line 
twelve, by striking out the word ** and”’ after the 
word *‘road.’” It now reads, ‘for the space of 
twenty miles on each side of said road, and for 
the full extent of said eastern and western divis- 


ions.’’ The word ** and,’’ between * road’’ and 
**for,’’ should be stricken out. I move that 
amendment, which is merely a verbal one, 

The amendment was agreed to, 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. When tis bill was under 


consideration the other day, an amendment which |, 
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I offered was ruled out of order, because it was | 
decided by the Chair that, after the amendment | 
offered by the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. | 


Bicier] had been adopted, the bill being in the 
Senate and not in Committee of the Whole, it 
was out of order to propose my amendment at 
that time. 
ing it now as an ac 
what the effect of it will be. 
lands to be reserved fog railroad purposes will be 
open to settlement and preémption at twenty shil- 
lings per acre. 


I as 5 to reach the point by offer- | 
ditional section, and I will state | 
It will be that the | 


The Secretary read the amendment, which is to | 


insert as an additional section: 


And beit further enacted, That nothing in this act con- 
tained, shall withhold the land set apart and appropriated 
thereby for railroad purposes, from settlement and pre- 


emption at the price of $2 50 per acre, under the provisions | 
of the act of September, 1841, and the acts amendatory | 


thereof, until said lands are sold and conveyed under the 
provisions of this act. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. On that amendment I ask | 


for the yeas and nays. I shall not discuss the 
question. Itis simply to prevent the lands which 
/are reserved for railroad purposes from being 
monopolized by the contracting parties, and kept 
out of the market for a long period of time, and 


then sold at very high prices to the settlers, as | 


they have been on the Illinois Central and other 
roads. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 38, nays 12; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bell, Benjamin, Bigler, | 


Bright, Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, Crittenden, Dixon, 
Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Gwin, Hale, 
Hamlin, Harlan, Houston, Johnson of Tennessee, Jones, 
King, Pearce, Polk, Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, Seward, 
Shields, Simmons, Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, Trumbuil, 
Wade, and Wilson—338. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, Clingman, Davis, Douglas, Fitch, 
Green, Hammond, Iverson, Kennedy, Mason, Reid, and 
Ward—12. . 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. 


charged with trespassing on the indulgence of the 


| marks; but I have one proposition which I desire 
to submit, and take the vote of the Senate upon; 
and then, so far as any amendments that I have 
any disposition to offer are concerned, I have 

done. 
It seems, from the votes which have already 


I hope I shall not be | 


been taken by the Senate, that there is a determ- | 
ined disposition not to contemplate the count 


into contracts for railroads on three routes. 


propose, therefore, to offer an amendment, as ad- | 


ditional sections to the bill as it now stands, which 
will cost nothing whatever comparatively, sim- 


ply to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to || 


receive proposals both upon the northern and upon 
the southern route, to be submitted to the next 
Congress. It is precisely similar to the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Bext,] 
/ except that it has reference to the northern route 
and the southern route, leaving the bill in its pres- 
ent shape so far as the central route is concerned. 
| 1 submit this amendment, and I hope the Senate 
will adopt it. If propositions can‘be made on 
these routes, it is but just that those propositions 
should be received. They may shed some light 
on the action of Congress at the next session, 
when you come to act on any contracts which 
may be entered into by the President under the 
|| provisions of the present bill. 
‘|| Mr. SEWARD. I am very sorry to differ with 
|| my honorable friend from Wisconsin on that sub- 
| ject, but I think that the adoption of his amend- 
|| ment will imply that the present bill will not 


¢ 


| 


draw forth surveys on these two very routes. 
My own impression is that this bill cannot be 
executed unul surveys and estimates have been 
made for all the routes; and, therefore, 1 shall not 
vote for the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvarr 
in the chair.) The amendment will be read. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. It will not be necessary 
to read itatlength. It is the same as the propo- 
sition offered by the Senator from Tennessee yes- 
terday, with the single exception that it ge 
only to the northern and southern routes, and not 
at all to the central route. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading 
may be dispensed with by the unanimous consent 
of the Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I should like to hear it réad. 

The Secretary read the amendment, as follows: 

Sec. 15. ind be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Laterior, upon the passage of this act, 
by advertisement in two newspapers in each State and in the 
District of Columbia for a period of eight months, to invite 
separate proposals for the construction and working of two 
other railroads from the valley of the Mississippi te the 
Pacific ocean, within the territory and jurisdiction of the 
United States: one commencing at some suitable point on 
the western boundary of the State of Minnesota, running 
thence, on what may appear the most eligible route, to 
Puget Sound, in Washington Territory, with a braneh to 
Vancouver ; One commencing at some suitable point on the 
western boundary of Arkansas or ‘Texas, thence pursuing 
what may appear to be the most eligible route tothe Pacific 
ocean ; the said railways to be constructed ina substantial 
and workmanlike manner, with necessary drains, culverts, 
bridges, viaducts, crossings, turnouts, sidings, stations, wa- 
tering- places, and all other appurtenances, including the 
furniture and rolling works or stock, equal in all respects 
to @ first-clas$erailroad when prepared tor business, with 
rails of the best quality, weighing not less than sixty-four 
pounds to the yard, and a uniform gauge ; and such adver- 
tisement shall further set forth that the person, or associa- 
tion of persons, or company making such proposals, shall 
state, as distinctly as may be, the points selected as the 
eastern and western termini of the road be or they propose 
to construct, and the line or route selected as the most eli- 
gible on which to construct it, reserving the privilege of 
making such deflections or departures from it as may be 
found in the progress of the work to offer greater facilities 
and advantages ; and that he or they shall specify the terms 
and conditions on which he or they propose to consiruct the 
road, classified as follows : 

First. The time within which the road is to be com- 
menced and completed. 

Second. The amount or extent and description of the aids, 
facilities, and privileges which will be expected or required 
from the Government,whether consisting of lands or money, 
or both ; and if in part of money, whether in the shape of a 
loan or otherwise ; and if a loan, when and how to be re- 
funded. 

Third. The rate of charge, respectively, for conveying 
the mail weekly, semi-weekly, tri-weekly, and daily, when 
the road is completed, and the rate per mile for such por- 
tions or divisions of the road as may be completed and in use 
before the completion of the whole ; and the rate of charges 
on all military and naval supplies, troops, munitions of war 
of all Kinds, for the transportation of the same on said road 

| throughout the entire line when completed, and on any less 
portion or section of the same, as the wants of the Govern- 
ment may require. 

Fourth. 'The time or period beyond the completion of the 
road at which the party or parties to any such proposals will 
surrender said road, with all its equipments and appoint- 
ments, to the United States, should the Government desire 
such surrender; whether after twenty, forty, or sixty years 
of exclusive possessjon and enjoyment ; and if any greater 
period than twenty years is proposed, at what reduced 
amount ot aid and facility will be required from the Gov- 
ernment in consideration of such extension to forty or sixty 
years, respectively, the party or parties to such proposals 
will undertake to construct the road; and what reduction 
of charges for conveying the mails and transporting military 
and naval supplies, troops, and munitions of war of all 
kinds, will be made in consideration of such extension. 

Fifth. The guarantees proposed for the faithful execution 
of any contract which may be entered into with the United 
States for the construction of the road, and against exces- 
sive fare forthe transportation of passengers, and exorbitant 
charges for carrying freight of any description. 

Sec. 16. And beit further enacted, That all proposals shall 
be sealed, and addressed to the Secretary of the Interior; 
who shall, previously to the commencement of the first reg- 
ular session of the next Congress, open the same in the 
presence of the other heads of Departments, and shalt trans- 
mit copies of the same to the two Houses of Congress, as 
soon as organized, the originals to remain on file in the De- 
partment of the Interior. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the sum of $ 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any money 
| in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to enable the 
| Secretary of the Interior to carry the provisions of this act 

into effect. 


Mr. BIGLER. I am not certain as to the ef- 
fect of this amendment. It seems to me, how- 
ever, that it should be an independent proposition, 
| It embodies in itself a distinct policy, and, if I 
understand it properly, it cannot be reconciled 
with the bill as it now stands. ‘The bill which is 





pending authorizes the,construction of a road on 
the best route, ¢ee western terminus being at San 
| Francisco, and the eastern on the Missouri river, 
| between the mouths of the Kansas and the Big 
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ix itis for t contractors, under the ball 
it stands, to de I WwW t route the vy Vv 1 tak 
flow can wee ume that they may not ro by the 
thirty-fifth parallel, or even the thirty-second par- 


They will take the most eligible and the 
cheapest route, under the bill; they can take any 


route which. in their jade nt, may best conduce 
to the nurnoses in v Then, sir, how ar we 
fo understand the effect of this amendment? It 
anthoriz urveys for a road which is provided 
for int | I think the Senator from Wiscon- 
fin, pr ymbly, has not looks d at th ett et of the 
amendment fully. Lf his amendment is to be 
adopted, it ought to be for the survey of the best 
route: and it ought to supersede the entire bill, 

d let e inguiry be well south as north; 
ond for an intermediate rout I confess I should 
he willing to vote for it if I thought it consisten 
with 1} ey position, 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I uaderstood the amend- 
ment to be adgonted ct nfiniu er the route be tween 
the thirty-fourth and forty-third parallels. 

Mr. BIGLEI No, sir. 

Mr. DOOLITILE. 1 still desire to take the 


> 
. 2] 
sense of the Senate on my amendment. Judging 


i 
he bill, i ems to me that it must of nec ty 
»UpOn a cent 


from the startine point of this road as fixed by 
il route, if any road is built at all; 
and the proposition which | submit is simply to 
ask for proposals upon the other two routes, both 
north and south. It will cost nothing to the Gov- 
ernment to take these proposals, and when they 
are recetved and submitted to Conere 88, we may 


act more intelligently on the whole qfestion atthe 
' i 


coming ion. lLask for the yeas and nays on 
mv amendment, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair sug- 


rests to the Senator that, from the reading of the 
nmendment, there is a blank in it for a sum of 
money which, perhaps, he would desire to fill up. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. ‘The last section contain- 
ine the blank is simply to be filled with the cost 
roy a S. l Suppose $2,000 would 
I fill the | k by inserting $2,000. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 


tak , rt ii ed j . 29, nays 18; as follows : 

¥ LAS—Messrs. Ha Bell, Bright, Brown, Chesnut, 
ClVingman, Dixon, Dootutle, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, 
Fite), Green, Hamiin, Harlan, Houston, Iverson, Jotinson 
ot Tennessee, Khenuedy, Pearce, Kice, Sebastian, Shields, 
> J , Jvoombs, 
VW ide sad VN i— “2S 

NAYS—Mes Alien, Bayard, Bigler. Broderick, Chan 
‘ Clay, lia i patoek, boster, Gwin, Hunter, Jones, 
Mason, Polk, Pugh, kei, Seward, and Trumbuil—lLs, 

So the amendment Was acreed to. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I have anamendmentthat I 
wish to offer, to follow the sections before adopted 
on the motion of t Sen r from Wisconsin, 
granting the right to preempt tie lands eranted 
at $2 50 an acre. My amendment is: 


And he it further enacted, That all lands situated within 

{ \ n Of said road, on either 
it ul i set apart and appropriated fou 

the use of 1 road ill I n to settlement and pre 
emmion atu rate Ol ten cents pera re, under the provis- 


Lol September, S41, and the acts amendatory 
thereof 

The object is, that in what is called the desert 
country, on the middle division, where there aré 
very few lands worth anything, they shall be 
Open to selUemont at ten cents an aere, a nom- 
inal price, with a view of trying to get long lines 
of settlement alone the road. You have stricken 
( of th ill the grant of lands to aid in the con- 
struction of the road along that division, on te 
vround that: the lands there were worth noth- 
ing. Ido not wish to have a barrier against sct- 
Uement; and if they are not worth anything in 
aid of the construction of the road, let us throw 
them open to settlement under the preémption 
law, within forty miles of the road, at a nominal 
nice. ; 

Mr. POLK. Will the Senator state whether 
his amendment extends to the lands that are do- 
nated tothe road, as well as the 
thie { nited States ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It is confined to the middle 
division, excluding the divisions where lands ar 
donated to the road. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

D RODERICK. Mr. President, I call the 
ition of my colleagueto the amendment of 
the Senator from Wiseonsiia It provides for a 
northern and southern route, and says nothing 
at all about the middle route. The middie route 


s reserved by 


: 
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is left out entirely. We have no assurance that 
the road will be batlt over the middle rout: , if the 
bill passes. The contractors may see fit to build 
it along the southern route and not across the 
middle route. 

Mr. GWIN. That amendment was adopted 
without my having an opportunity to « xamine it; 
but I think the provision only requires a report 
upon the practicability of the northern and south- 
ern routes, leaving the contract to be made under 


the bill. Of course, though there may be a report 
in favor of the practicability of those two routes, 
the contract can be made on the other route, or 


on either of those routes. That is my under- 
inding. I do not know, however, how tW&t is, 
in point of tact. 

Mr. FITCH. ¢:, ing outof the Chamber when 
the amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin 
was offered, I voted on it from the statement of 
its purport by other Senators, and may possibly 
be mistaken, I! should be very much pleased to 
hear it read, that I 1 ny see whether | was mis- 

n or not 

Mr. BRODERICK. I call the attention of the 
Senator from Wisconsin to the remarks I madea 
moment since. | say there is no provision made in 
his amendment for the middle route. It provides 
for a northern and southern route, and leaves out 
the middle route. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 

to the Senator that this discussion is out of 
order; but it can proceed by unanimous consent. 
There is no motion pending. The Senator will 
proceed, if there be no obrection., 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. ‘The bill before us pro- 
vides at leneth for what is called the middle route; 
that is, be ining on the west line of Missouri, 
or lowa, and gome through to San Francisco. 
The termini, both ends of the route, are limited; 
ind it seems to me of ne cessity 1t must be a cen- 
ral route, or somewhat central, to say the least. 
The provisions of the bill go on not only to pro- 
vide for receiving proposals, but authorize the 
President to enter into a contract, so far as that 
route is concerned, which contract is to be sub- 
mitted to Congress at the next session. The 
amendment which L have proposed is in the shape 
of additional sections to the bill, providing, in ad- 
dition to What powers are conferred in relation to 
the central reute, the route beginning on the west 
line of Missouri or Lowa, and going to San Fran- 
cisco, that the Secretary of the Interior may also 
issue proposals, and ask contractors to state upon 
what terms they will agree to build roads upon 
the other two routes; and when these proposals 
are sent in to the Secretary of the Interior, he is 
simply authorized to open them, and report them 
to Congress, and not enter into any contract at 
all in relation to either of these other routes. That 
is the substance of the provision. 

Mr. GWIN. I would make a suggestion to 
the Senator from Wisconsin. His amendment 
certainly embarrasses the bill; and I hope some 
centleman who voted in favor of it will move a 
reconsideration, in order that we may have an- 
other vote on it. Several Senators, | am inclined 
to think, voted in favor of that amendment with- 
out understanding it. [t will certainly be com- 
petent to reecive propositions on a!l these routes 
under the original bill. Propositions can be made 
for thersouthern, the central, and the northern 
routes under the bill; and the amendment certainly 
complieatés the question, andsprobably may en- 
danger the bill, because it indicates directly that 
they shall report on the northern and southern 

goutes, leaving out the central route. Suppose 
a contract is made on the northern or southern 
route, and there is no report on the central route 
at all: what position will we oceupy? I hope 
this amendment will not be pressed now. It has 
been brought before the Senate this morning as 
an additional amendment, notas asubstitute. It 
was asystem before, when the Senator from Ten- 
nessee offered it as a substitute for the bill; but 
to ineraft it on this bill as an addition to it, [am 
afraid will embarrass and probably defeat the 
mensure. 1 hope, therefore, it will be reconsid- 
ered, and taken off the bill. : 

Mr. BELL. I think the Senator from Califor- 
nia is certainly mistaken as to the effect of the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin, which has been adopted. It does not affect 
the provisions of the bill as it stood before at all. | 
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It only supplies what might otherwise seem to 
be a defectif we wanted to hasten the comme) ce- 
mentof the construction of a railroad at all. Sup- 
pose that no bids should be made under this bill 
for the central route. 

Mr. BIGLER. It does not name the centra| 
route. 

Mr. BELL. But two points are fixed on the 
ast beyond which the terminus shall not 
nérth or south. Am I mistaken in that? 

Mr. BIGLER. There 1s no fixed route, 

Mr. BELL. But between twa fixed points 
which are designated, the terminus must be |o_ 
cated. ; 

Mr. BIGLER. That is the terminus, not th, 
route. 

Mr. BELL. Then the Senator from Pewnsy! 
vania is entirely in error When he says the; 
no prevision for a central route. When yoy 
commence at some point between the two rivers 
prescribed by the bill, you may diverge nor}. 
ward three or four hundred miles, or diverge 
southward and go on the southern line; but stil] 
the eastern terminus is central, and you propose 
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what is equivalént toa central terminus on the Pa. 


cific side, for it proposes to go to San Francisco, 

Now, the proposition of the Senator from Wis. 
consin supplies what would otherwfse appear to 
be a defect in the information which, under the 
provisions of the bill as it stood before his amend. 
ment, would be laid before Congress at the next 
session. Suppose there are bids upon the central 
route, and the President makes a contract under 
those bids: it is still in the djscretion of Congress 
to adopt it or not. Suppose Congress hold that 
the contract is unreasonable and not proper to | 
carried into execution by the Government: where 
are you then? You are without any bids either 
upon a northern or a southern route; you have 
none that are satisfactory on the middle route; 
and perhaps no bid on the southern route: but 
the provision suggested by the Senator from Wis- 
consin proposes that the Secretary of the Interior 
shall receive bids, not make them. That is the 
ouly difference substantially; and I contend th 
is no incongruity in that. His amendment is, 
that the Secretary of the Interior shall invite bids 
from capitalists and others upon a northern route 
and a southern route, to be submitted to Congress 
at the next session. 

lf that amendment is permitted to stand, we 
shall have all the information upon the three sev- 
eral routes that have been indicated and spoken 
of in this debate before us at the same time. Con- 
eress will then have the whole subject within their 
control. If there should be no bid for the central 
route, or whatever route is provided for in this 
bill as it originally stood, then it would be well 
enough to have the information before us whether 
any northern route or southern route offered ad- 
vantages and facilities in construction that would 
attract the attention of capitalists. This amend- 
ment supplies that defect. We may have no bids 
on any of the routes that have been indiceted. 
We may have them under this provision in respect 
toall. The difference between the provisions of 
the bill in regard to the central route and the 
amendment is, that by the bill we make bids, we 
make offers to capitalists; but the proposition of 
the Senator from Wisconsin invites bids to come 
from capitalists with respect to a northern and a 
southern route. There is no pledge in cither case 
to construct one or the other. I do not see why 
any member of the Senate should object to this 
amendment as an impediment to his support of 
this bill, for it certainly places it in the power of 
Congress to act with more safety, having a larger 
mass of information before it, in the selection of 
the route which shall finally appear to offer the 
greatest advantages and facilities, and may be 
constructed with the greatest economy. 

‘Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I do not know 
that there is any specific question befoge the Sen- 
ate; but I desire to participate in this general dis- 
cussion. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 
may be stated by the Chair to be on ordering we 
hill to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. BELL. I consider the discussion in order. 
The whole question comes up on the bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I think the suggestion which 
has been made by the Senator from California 1s 
one worthy of the attentionof the Senate. There 
is a great number of Senators in this body who 


ere 


Vian, 2 


Page” abo ial 








te 








Rs os eR are ee 








to 





27. 


em to 
Lence- 
Sup- 


is bill 
central 


on the 
Ot go, 


DOints 


; 


be |o- 
OL thy 


Wns y!. 


ere js 


Neils ». 
n Wis- 
pear to 
ler the 


n Wis- 
nterior 
id thers 
Mt nt Is, 
ite bids 
nN route 


Nneress 


ind, we 
ree Sev- 
spoken 
. Con- 
in their 
central 
in this 
be Wwe ll 
whether 
red ad- 
t would 
amend- 
no bids 
lice ted. 
re Spect 
s10ns ol 
and the 
vids, we 
sition of 
to come 
n and a 
her case 
ee why 

to this 
yport of 
ower of 
a larger 
ction of 
yffer the 
may be 


yt know 
the Sen- 
eral cod 


juestion 
ring the 


n order. 


n which 
fornia 18 

There 
dy who 





ee 


eae 





EE 


roe OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 








[uiaty-Firta Congress, 2p Session. 





favorable to the general | proposition ofthe con- 
tion of arailroad across the continent. There 
some disagreement of opinion as to the best 
of constructingit. There isa disagreement 
“foninion as t6 Where the road should be 
before you a bill which confines the 
jini of the road. On the east, the terminus is on 

Missouri river, between the Big Sioux and the 
Kansas rivers, I believe, giving a scope of some 
: ior five dé frees of jatitude. You have the term- 

son the Pacific designated, to wit, the city of 
San Francisco. 

Now, Sirs it has been urged in this body, and 

2 L. objection which carries weight to my 

, that, “with the limitations of the termini of 
al in the bill, it is still so latitudinous and 
broad, and gives to the Executive so much 
wer, that it cannot receive our favorable con- 
sideration. That view was combated. ‘The Sen- 

r from California undertook to tell us that 
there were no discretionary powers vested tn the 
President; that there were limitations in the bill 

vent his acting in this manner. He took 
his own view of it. Now he gets up here to-day 
and tells us that this bill does not provide for the 
What is it, then? If you are to 
make a circuitous route,and have,in point of fact, 
asouthern ora northern road, | want to know 
what becomes of the objection that has been made 
here inthe Senate; and | want to know if it is not 
a frank and unqualified admission that that dis- 
eretionary power Is in the hands of the President, 
to which we object? I] think the objection of the 
Senator from California this morning is an ample 
support of what has been.said by those who op- 

the bill because the limitations in it are not 

ficient. That is my judgment. 

Mr. GWIN. Does the Senator allude to me? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes sir: l allude to the Sen- 
ator from California. 

Mr. GWIN. I wish he would state what is 
his understanding of my remarks. Certainly, I 
never intended to say any such thing as he is 
quoting. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I understood the Senator to 
say—I do not undertake to quote his words, but 
I undertook to state his position—that this bili did 
not confer upon a President of the United States 
any power; that it specified and defined 


» located. 


Ye i have 


jadie route, 


certain 
hings which he could do; and that it gave him no 


discreionary power in locating the road. 

Mr. GWIN. What did I say this morning? 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Senato yr, this morning, 
gets up and says, if we pass this bill, there wil 
be no proposals” for the central route, while there 
will be proposal ls for the northern and southern 
routes. ‘That is an admission that this biil does 
not propose to build the road on a central route, 
as its friends have contended in this debate, and 
as has been understood all over the country. 

Mr.GWIN. Of course the Senator does not 
wish to misstate my position. 

Mr. HAMLIN. — Certainly not. 

Mr.GWIN. I had not read this amendment, 
bat I stated that my impre ssion was that it called 
for proposats on two routes, leaving out the cen- 
tral route;and, therefore, it was designating routes; 
whereas, heretofore, it has been the intention not 
to designate youtes, although we designated the 
points within which the termini should beon this 
side and the other, This amendme nt designates 
routes; and as it leaves out the central route entire- 
ly, it falahe be, that no Eropossion being put in 


for that route, it might be excluded. ‘That was 
my obj je ction. 


Mr. HAMLIN. The answer to that is, that 
this is a bill which provides for the central route; 
it provides for none other; the amendment pro- 

vides for a road north of this and another south 
of this, leaving this to be the central road. Now, 
assume that this bill shall pass: the road must 
Start on the east, between the two points I have 
named, the Biz Sioux and Kansas rivers; and if 
there is any force whatever in the objection sug- 
gested by the Senator from California this morn- 
ing against the bill as it now stands amended, it 
13 an objection much stronger against the whole 
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hows that there is no such limita- 


bill; because it 





tion and restriction upon the Executive power ¢ 
it is pretty generally conceded in this body ought 
to be imposed. 5 
Suppose the bill shall pass with the termini 
fixed: all you have to do, under its provisions as 
now amended, is to receive 
dition&l roads, one north and one south. Suppose 
road should be 


proposals tor two at 


tarted at the mouth of thi 
IKXansas river and should go all the way to Albu- 
que rque 
} . f it might be rewarded en asa sonth- 
porvion OF lt tn { e regarded even asa sou 

ern route: What then? A strictly southern rout 


I supp se, would be between pomnts lying south 


, or go still further south, so that som 


of the points named tn this bill; a northern rout 
would be between points north of those named tn 
the bill; and if, instead of t erminatin r the road at 


the point stated in this bill, you wanted a moi 


\ teri mn, you would have, under t! 
am ment, pos ns > to the n ry 
whit Lie connectiol ould be ma ldo no 
object to th l im | i y i Vo to! 
it Ti > ma ; Whi i , a l 
point which will control my vote in this matter, 
is, that the Senator’s own admission shows that 
he bas a bill as broad and as latitudinous as lan- 


vuage can make it; one which cannot receive tl 
sanction of my vote, let that road go where ity 
let the termination of it be where it may, if the 
termination of it were in the northeast corner of 
our territory orat the Southwest; hoimatter where, 
if you are to havea 
which gives 


id constructed under a bill 
a latitude as broad as the continent 
It gives such Jatulude as can never receive My Vote. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Do | understand that the 


bill is subject to amendment? 
The PRES! DING OFFICER. It is open to 
amendment. 
Mr. SIMMONS. 
amendment, trying to designate the 


j 


controlling the powers of the company somewhat; 


but I find that the bill has been so amended that 
I do not understand exactly how it stands. Is 
the first section subject to amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Chai 
thinks it is. 


R wary “\4¢ T - .3 i. ‘ ‘ ] +} 
Mr. SIMMONS. I! ould like to strike ti 


whole of it out; and lL make that motion. If want 
to strike that out and put in a provision for th 





centra rot ik Ube form cor ited ) | 
amendment of the Senator Lei f »|M 
Beut.] | understand the Se: have adopted thi 
propositions contained in the amendment of th 
Senator from ‘Tennessee as r eards a northern 


and southern reute; and now, if we strike outall 


this provision about contracts, and as! 


ntorni- 

ation as to tis entral route, We shail get just 
' } j oe 

where W y to t I think the nators trom 
‘ E tle, ’ . 

California have yu vy apprehended the purport 

of this bill as it stands. lt is a DH to begin any- 


where between the mouths of the Big Sioux and 


4 


Kansas rivers on the east, and go down to the 
southern line at d thr much Ne WwW Me xico to s: il) 
Francisco, or up north to the forty-ninth parallel, 
You may 
and miles long under this 


l understand to be 


and eet to San Francisco in that way. 
make a road three thous 
bill. “This 
it Is. 

There are other objections to this bill. It is not 
a perfect bill to build any road. It contains no 
provision at all to guard the rights of owners of 
property along the entire lei 


» the bili as 


eth of the road; and 
to’take it without payment is unconstititional, 
It instruetsthe President to make a contract, and 
then makes the bill a part of the contract; and | 
want to know how Congress can alter it? It di- 
rects the President to make a contract; it leaves 
him no discretion about it; and it provides that 
after the contract is made, the parties who enter 
into it shall locate the route, and Congress can- 
not know where they locate it. If this bill pass- 
es, Congress would never know where this rail- 
reed is to be built, except the eastern and western 
end of it, until after they were committed to it to 
the tune of $34,000,000, and as much more in 
land, and then the road will be loéated wherever 


| the contractors see fit; and that is a fair interpre- 
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tation of the bill, and you have parted with all 
power to inti rfere with the contract. If this con- 
tract is made, and the bill becomes a part of it 


you cannot alter the bill 


There is another objection 
who reported the bill have stated 


The committee 
repeatedly that 


1. road between the two termini can be built for 
$25,000,000, and the quantity of land proposed to 
be donated L’ rmation } uid to come 
irom ! road | ! wt belo Wwe through, 
wil mutt ! t t add mnal information, we 
have rried t y grant $9,000,000 further 

sa fratully to } , le to ye forward and bid. 


[ wantto know if it isnot inverting all the max- 


ims of sound d ne’, to sav that you will give 
34,000,000 In me v, and thirty-four million 
eeres of fand, and mi how yur h more they 
will take, how much further mmpensation they 
willtake,to buiida railroad? Why do we notask 
What tern they Wiil build a road before 
protfer anything: lam favorable to a road: 
and | suppos ine am iriie ; which were 
lopted were to distribut emoney, soastohave 

7 : ¢ 
ior the desert p tion: but When you come 


to add it up, thereisan increase of $9,000,000. I 


! »\ ) rike out ali thre ,~except wh twe have 
i adopted on the motion of the Senator from 
\W NSIN, astot iorthern and southern routes, 
linsert mf. { the central route, 

| | ’we Sh | j W i ifto have been 
hef re we begra 1 to lel ile, We ougit to have 
bids from ponsible part and perfect surveys 
of tne route ought to i ompany thre 1, so that 


we should know what we were paying for, and 
what we were going to get, and how much wo 
| rseive 3 in, before we une 
dertook to allow ar ybody to put his sign manual, 
and bind the United States of America. If lL can 

that in any form, | shall be content with 
the bill: otherwise, | mean to vote against it. I 
merely mention t 


If i am compelle d to vote 
I sons for my posi- 
rn). | want to geta tr ad: a ad | ck liberate ly 


elieve that this is the most judicious and pru- 


nt method t reach the information thatis in- 
dispensable before we vote the money. I sup- 
that proposition is on the table: and if it een 


¢ 


» perfected as to make the series of routes 
ymplete, by adding what was offered two or three 


é Aco, i hath | very happy to do so 
‘The PRE SIDING OI FICER. The Chair un- 
rstands the Senator from Rhode Island to pr 
° tyler ; ' : 
pose to strike out all afler the enacting clause of 


the billdown to theamendment offered this morn- 


ing by the Senator from Wisconsin 
Mr. DOUGLAS. i hall vote against that 

© 1 ' ! 
motion; and | am inclined to think that we acted 


unWwisely In adopting the am ndment offered by 
the Senator from Wisconsin. We should « ither 
proceed with the billon the theory of three routes, 
qual terms, or bring it to 
preserve 1ts central charact: vs My 
g nuw, Was simply to correct what 


ind then put them on ¢ 
one route, a 


Obpyect IN Fisin 





I conceive to be a misapprehension into which the 
Senator from Rhode Island has fallen. He says 
that the committee, after bringing forward the 
bill with the assurance that if it was passed it 
would make a road, have increased the sum 
$9,000,000, without giving any reason for tt. 
Mr. ‘SIM MONS. I did ne iy the committee 
had increased it; the Senate bave increased it. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Well, the Senate have carried 
it beyond the committee’s estimate $9,000,000, 
and he did not see any reason why they did se, 
Without going into the question whether ihe limit 
placed b 'y the committee on the amount of money, 
~ 25,000, OOO, w suld have been suflicient,to make 
the road, | wish to call the attention of the Sen- 
ate to the fact, that the original bill, as it came 
from the committee, gave twenty sections of jand 
to the mile, in addition to the amount of money 
specified. The Senate have made three grand 
divisions of the road; the eastern and the western 
are to be about five hundred miles each, leaving 
the middle division to be about fifteen hundred 
miles. ‘The Senate struek off the land grant, as 
to that middle division; and consequently the bill, 
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as it now stands amended by the Senate, while it 
provides for $9,000,000 more than it did before, 
ra ints eighteen million acres of land less than 1t 
did be fore . LT merely wished to call the attention 
of the Senator from Rhode Island to that fact. 
W hether this bill gives greater inducements than 
depends on the fact whether the eigh- 
land, which are deducted 
the Senate, are 
worth the $9,000,000 of credit which have been 
added. 

1 wish to say another word. Iam not willing 
to ar propriate money from the Tre asury for the 
purpose of constructing this road; in other words, 
fam lam willing 


to make a contracttor transport 1uion, and to give 


the other, 


teen million acres of 
by th nmendments made by 


iinst a Government railroad 


any re onable price for the transportation of the 


mails and munitions of war, and ff it will en- 
courage the making of the road to do so in the 
mode prescribed by this bill, Lam willing to vote 
an advance of money and a grant of land; but if 
thie ject is the construction of a road to be built, 
owned, and manaved by this Government, | am 


d to it, and | wish to preserve that 
distinction in my action here. I do not intend to 


ion at length; but if the proposi- 


utterly Oppo 


devate the quest 


tioonisto make aroad by the Federal Gove roment, 
ed by it, | am utterly op- 


lam willine to make 


to be owned and mana 
posed Lo voll 
this grantof 


Ya Goiar 
land, and to make a reasonable con- 
tract for the trau€portauion of the mail—a contract 
that will insure our mails being carried to the 
Pacific for less money than we are now paying, 
perhaps not one half of what we are now paying, 
and a contract for the transportation of Army and 


Nav y 


below What we are now paying. 


SUuppiles and munitions of war,.at rates 
If such a con- 
tract, costing the Government not a dollar, re- 
ducing the transportation from the present cost, 
will induce the construction ‘of the road, I am 
willing to give that much encouragement to it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. The Senator calls my atten- 
tion toa change that was made in this bi l, by 
adding $9,000,000, and takipg off eighteen million 
acres of land, and wants to know Whether that 
increases the grant. IL should think the Senator 
could answer that question himself, He has just 
made a proposition to sell that land at ten cents 
an acre, and that is $1,500,000 against $9,000,000, 
That is ciphered out mighty.quick. The land 
in the desert, as I understand his amendment, is 
to be sold at ten cents an acre, if anybody will 
take it. ‘That is the land that you have saved. 
The bill has disposed of it for one fifth part of the 
money we put in. Now | suppose the Senator 
is answered as to which provides for the most 
money. ‘The bill now takes care of that; it puts 
away all the land we have retained, at ten cents 
an acre, and we do not expect to get that. That 
would not come to one fifth of the*money we put 
in, especially if we have to borrow it at five per 
cent, for twe nty years. 

1 do not suppose the Senator from Illinois un- 
derstood what Lalluded to Ll asked the Sefiator 
from New York, the other day, if it was supposed 
that $25,000 000, the sum originally propose d to be 
granted by the bill, would secure ‘the building of 
the road? and he said that railroad men had as- 
sured the committee that that was sufficient. It 
was to these remarks | referred. 

The Senator from Illinois says he is unwilling 
to build the road with Government money: and 
hg tells us that this bill only proposes to advance 
$30,000,000 in Government bonds. I call those 
bonds meney, and we are never to geta dollar of 
it back. We shafl owe the bonds when the rail- 
road company have earned enough to pay for 
them; and they will earn it in three or four years 
at the rates we propose to give them for transpor- 
tation. If] understand the bill, the mail service 
will costus about $2,000,000 a year, nd the other 
Government tri usportauion, at th rates that we 
NoW pay, will be more than $10,000,000; and this 

sto go on for twenty years, Afler twenty years 
he bull says this company shall contunue to en- 

y th ex lusive privilege of transportation tor 
us; but then they musi do it at reasonable rates, 

cording to the price s charged on other railroads; 
‘our Officers cannot agree with them, the 
is to be left to Congress. The bill secures 
twenty years of service at the present exorbi- 
iant rates, and says that afier that this company 
shail continue to do this service for us at the com- 
mon prices charged by other railroads. Why not | 
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begin by not allowing them to charge more than 
the common prices of other railroads? 

There is another provision in the bill to which 
I will call attention. , It provides that in the State 
of California the mineral lands shall be excluded 
from the grantto the company. Here, however, 
is a chain of lands all along the route for twenty 
miles wide, and throughout the Territories it in- 
cludes the mineral lands and all. Now, itcomes 
out that it is calculated that the road will go 
through Arizona, where there is said to be a great 
deal of silver. We are to give all that away for 
the railroad. 

I say, Mr. President, the more anybody exam- 
ines this bill, the more it will be seen that Misa 
mere programme; it is not filled up for practical 
use. It is just like those railroad surveys that it 
is said have cost us $1,000,000 to make and print. 
Before any bills granting money for this purpose 
can get my vote, | must know something about 
where we are going, and whatis the probable cost. 
I believe we shall manage this road a great deal 
better than anybody else, for there will always be 
somebody here who will watch the chest, and | 
would prefer to have the road constructed by the 
Government. 

Now, suppose the present owners of the Pan- 
ama railroad should make this contract, as they 
may do;it will be to their interest to postpone 
the construction of this road as long as they can; 
for they have now a monopoly, and they will not 
want to build this line. They will be making 
excuses for forty years, as long as they can get 
$120 for passage to California. They are the 
only concern I have ever known that built a rail- 
road whose stock isat one hundred and twenty in 
the market to-day. It is managed with ability by 
men of power and capital. You cannot find such 
1 road in the United States. It is out of your ju- 
risdiction, People who have such tender scruples 
avout voting money, can contract to carry the 
mmails through all creation in eyerybody’s terri- 
tory except our own. 

But, Mr. President, I will not detain the Sen- 
ate. Isay, that everybody who will look over 
this bill carefully, will see, throughout its provis- 
ions, great disorder and neglect of care. It does 
not seem to have regarded the rights of anybody 
except contractors. If like the suggestion of the 
Senator from ‘Tennessee, about these contracts. 
I do not like to contract in this way; but | am not 
so wedded to any opinions about constitutional 
power or expediency, that | would interfere with 
a practicable plan that would accomplish the 
work in a business and workmanlike manner. I 
think the proposals which the Senator from Ten- 
nessee asks for in his proposition, are indispen- 
sable to our acting understandingly on such an 
immense project as this. It is a great work. It 
cannot be carried on with all the party doctrines 
of the country. It should be disconnected from 
them, and made as men make private contracts, 
where they involve their private property; and the 
only way we can get at anything definite, is by 
advertising for proposals, and letting everybody 
have an opportunity to make proposals; and then 
letus have thent before us and consider them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, ‘The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Rhode 
Island, to strike out all after the enacting clause 
of the bill down to the amendment offered this 
morning by the Senator from Wisconsin. 

Mr. SIMMONS. And to insert a proposition 
for bids for the central route on the same terms 
as those proposed on the northern and southern 
routes. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
wards. 

Mr. SIMMONS. That is what I mean. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Thatis, to go back to the 
proposition of the Senator from ‘Tennessee, [ Mr. 


You can insert that after- 


Ben. 


Mi! SIMMONS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GREEN. I would suggest to the Senator 
that 1 would better answer his purpose to pro- 
pose, in connection with striking out, to insert 
what he means to insert; because it would justify 
votes which would not be justified for a mere 
proposition to strike out, leaving it uncertain 
what was to be inserted. 

Mr. SIMMONS. My proposition is to take 
bids for the central route in connection with the 
bids for the northern and southern routes, without 
any preference to either; and then we shall know 
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how we are acting. I have indicated where I 
should propose to make a railroad. I think that 
nature and civilization and population have do. 
fined the proper place; but I am not going to ex. 
clude others. Givé them all a fair chance. 

Mr. PUGH. Howcan the Senator accomplish 
that? We have inserted the amendment of the 
Senator from Wisconsin, and I do not suppose jt 
is in order to insert this. It cannot be added toa 
motion to strike out other sections. 

Mr. SIMMONS. If the amendment I propose 
prevails, it will be a simple proposition askino 
proposals from the public upon what terms they 
will build each of these three roads? Two of 
them are already provided for; and now I pro. 
pose to provide for the third or central route, 

Mr. HAMLIN. I think there is a point sug. 
gested by the Senator from Ohio that ought to be 
well considered before we vote on the motion now 
submitted. ‘The Senate have agreed to the amend- 
ment in the precise words in which it was pre- 
sented by the Senator from Wisconsin. Now, if 
we'strike out all the rest of the bill save that, the 
Senate have voted for itin that shape, and it is not 
competent to amend it. That is the very point 
that will be sprung upon my friend from Rhode 
Island if we carry his proposition to strike out, 
I, therefore, suggest to the Senator that we may 
strike the words out, notwithstanding we have 
adopted them this morning, if, at the same tine, 
we insert others. If the Senator will move to 
strike out the whole bill, and give notice that he 
will, after that is done, propose the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Tennessee, or any 
other amendment he may choose, meeting that 
point, his motion then will have no objection on 
the ground of order; and I suggest to the Senator 
that he so make his motion. If not, he will find 
himself in trouble on a point of order. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Lam perfectly willing to take 
a litte hazard about it, if you will adopt both 
branches of my proposition. If it will not then 
be all that was offered the other day by the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee, I do not understand it. | 
do not want to strike out the two routes we have 
gotin. ‘There are two thirds already obtained. 
1 do not want to amend that. I only want to 
strike out the rest of the bill, and put in the prop- 
osition which was offered the other day in the 
precise language of this for the central route, and 
then it will provide for three routes. 

Mr. BELL. There is no difficulty, because the 
amendment which the Senator from Rhode Island 
proposes may be added to that portion which he 
desires to retain, as an additional section. You 
can add to it, though you cannot alter regularly 
by parliamentary law in the Senate; but there is 
a way to get over all those difficulties. It is to 
recommit the bifl, with an order to report back 
any amendment you want. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands the proposition of the Senator from 
Rhode Island, as finally submitted, to be this— 
and in that shape the Chair thinks it is in order— 
to strike out all of the bill after the enacting clause 
down to the amendment proposed this morning 
by the Senator from Wisconsin, and insert a prop- 
osition to receive proposals for the central route 
in the very terms of the amendment heretofore 
proposed by the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Beiz.} ‘That is in order. 

Mr. BELL. Now, | suggest whether the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island cannot offer-an amend- 
ment to the bill as it stands, by adding, to the 
amendment adopted on the motion of the Senator 
from Wisconsin, a provision authorizing bids on 
the central route. Then we shall get the sense 
of the Senate whether they are willing to include 
the central route also, and the question will come 
up on striking out all the rest of the bill asi 
stands. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Such a motion 
would be in order. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to accommodate 
my friends. 1 move to strike out all after the en- 
acting clause, and insert a bill in the very language 
of that offered by the Senator from Tennessee 
yesterday. ‘That embraces all three routes. _ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That 1s 0 
order. ; 

Mr. PUGH. We have voted that down once. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That propo- 
sition is in order, in the opinion of the Chair. 


Mr. PUGH. Has it not been rejected? 
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fr, BELL. No, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The proposi- 
on to Which the Senator from Ohio alludes was 
de in a different stage of the bill. Since that, 
sue Senate have added additional sections. The 
S,nator NOW ag er to strike them all out. 
“Mr. BELL. Besides, this is not a motion to 
recommit. — aes 

Mr. PUGH. Iam not familiar with the rules. 
Would it not be in order at this stage to move to 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill? 
~The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
thinks it wodld when this amendment is disposed 


* Mr. PUGH. I move to strike out the enacting 
lause of the bill. 
Mr. SIMMONS. But my motion has prece- 


ence! ‘ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Certainly. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I call for the yeas and nays 
on my amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 38, nays 20; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, Cameron, 
Chesnut, Clark, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, 
poolitte, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Green, Hale, Hamlin, 
Hammond, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Tennes- 
see, Kennedy, King, Mason, Pearce, Reid, Rice, Sebastian, 
Shields, Simmons, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of New Jer- 
sey, Toombs, and Ward—38. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bigler, Broderick.Brown, 
Chandler, Douglas, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Gwin, Har- 
jan, Jones, Polk, Pugh, Seward, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, 
and Yulee—20, 


So the amendment was adopted. The bill, as 
thus amended, is as follows: 


Src. |. Be it end@ted, §c., That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Interior, upon the passage of this act, by 
advertising in tWO newspapers in each State, and in the 
District of Columbia, for a period of eight months, to invite 
separate proposals for the construction and working of three 
railroads from the valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific 
ocean, Within the territory and jurisdiction of the United 
States : one commencing at some suitable point on the west- 
ern boundary of the State of Minnesota, running thence, 
on What may appear the most eligible route, to Puget 
Sound, in Washington Territory ; one commencing at some 
suitable point on the western boundary of the State of Mis 
souri or lowa, thence, pursuing what may appear to be the 
most eligible route, within the thirty-fourth aud forty-third 
parallels of north latitude, to San Francisco or Benicia, in 
the State of California; one commencing at some guitable 
point on the western boundary of the State of Arkansas or 
Texas, thence pursuing what may appear to be the most eli- 
gible route to San Francisco, in the State of California; the 
said railways to be constructed in a substantial and work- 
manlike manner, with necessary drains, culverts, bridges, 
viaduets, crossings, turnouts, sidings, stations, watering- 
places, and all other appurtenances, including the furniture 
and rolling works or stock, equal in all respects to a first 
class railroad when prepared for business, with rails of the 
best quality, Weighing not less than sixty-four pounds to the 
yard, and a uniform gauge; and such advertisement shall 
further set forth that the person, or association of persons, 
orcompany, making sueh proposals, shall state, as distinctly 
as may be, the points selected as the eastern and western 
termini of the road he or they propose to construct, and the 
line or route selected as the most eligible on which to con 
struct it, reserving the privilege of makingsuch deflections 
or departures from it as may be found, in the progress of the 
work, to offer greater facilities and advantages ; and that he 
or they shall specify the terms and conditions on which he 
or they propose to construct the road, classified as follows: 

First. The time within which this road is to be com 
menced and completed. 

Second. The amount, or extent and description, of the 
aids, facilities, and privileges, which will be expected or rg 
quired from the Government, whether consisting of lands 
or money, Or both; and, if in part of money, whegher in the 
shape of a loan or otherwise ; and, if a loan, when and bow 
to be refunded. . 

Third. The rate of charge, respectively, for conveying the 
mail weekly, semi-weekly, tri-weekly, and daily, when the 
road is completed, and the rate per mile for such portjons 
or divisions of the road as may be completed and in use be- 
fore the completion of the whole; and the rate of charge 
on all the military and naval supplies, troops, munitions of 
War of all kinds, for the transportation of the same on said 
road throughout the entre line, when completed, and on 
any less portion or section of the same, as the wauts of the 
Government may require. 

Fourth. The time or period heyond the completion of the 
road at which the party or parties to any such proposals wilt 
Surrender said road, withrall its equipments and appoint 
ments, to the United States, should the Government desire 
such surrender ; whether alter twenty, forty, or sixty years 
ot exclusive possession and enjoyment; and, if any greater 
period than twenty years is proposed, at what reduced 
amount of aid and taciiity will be required from the Gov 
ernmentin consideration of such extension to forty or sixty 
years, respectively, the party or parties to such proposals 
Will undertake to construct the road ; and what reduction 
of charges for conveying the mails and transporting military 
and naval supplies, troops, and munitions of war of ail 
kinds, will be made in consideration of such extension. 

Fifth. The guarantees proposed for the faithful execution 
Of any contract which may be entered into with the United 
States for the construction of the road, and against exces 
sive fare for the transportation of passengers, and exorbi- 
tant charges for carrying freight of any description. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
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the Interior shall cause it to be further set forth in said ad 
vertisement, that the party or parties to proposals for the 
contemplated central and southern railroads shall make 
separate pxoposals for the construction of said roads from 
the eastern termini to some suitable point on the eastern 
boundary of the State of California; or, in respect to the 
southern road, to some suitable point on the southern 
boundary of the State of Caiifornia. 

Sec. 3. and beit further enacted, That all proposals shall 
be sealed, and addressed to the Secretary of the Interior, 
who shall, previously to the commencement of the first 
regular session of the next Congress, open the same in the 
presence of the other heads of Departments, and shall trans- 
mit copies of the same to the two Houses of Congress as 
soon as organized, the originals to remain on file in the 
Department of the Interior. 

Sec. 4. 4nd be it further enacted, That the sum of — 
dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to en 
able the Secretary of the Interior to carry the provisions of 
this act into effect. 

Mr. PUGH. We have now undone all our 
work for the last six weeks, and I think we might 
as well make an end of it. This bill amounts to 
nothing in its present shape. We have undone 
all that we did before. I move to strike out the 
enacting clause of the bill. 

Mr. GWIN. I am very much disposed to 
agree with the Senator from Ohio. Itamounts to 
nothing; but little as it is, I am sorry to say, itis 
about as much as l expect to get from the Con- 
gress of the United States. 

Mr. WILSON. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on the motion. 

Mr. PUGH. It issuggested that the Senate is 
ready to take the vote on the engrossment of the 
bill. Ifso, 1 am willing to withdraw my motion; 
but I do not want the debate to run on upon par- 
ticulars, when we undo all that we have previ- 
ously done. If theré be no debate, I will with- 
draw my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on ordering the bill to be engrossed, and read a 
third time. 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. On that question, I wish 

to say aword. I have taken no part in the de- 
bate on this bill or on any of the amendments 
which have been offered to it. Indeed, I have 
voted very frequently without understanding pre- 
cisely the effect that would be produced on the 
bill by my vote. 1 wish now only to say that I 
consider a railroad to connect California with the 
Atlantic States as a thing very much to be desired, 
and to be accomplished at as early a period as we 
can prope rly doit. I hope for nothing from this 
bill; nor have I expected anything from it in any 
of the forms it has assumed; and it is very obvi- 
ous to me that a work of this character under- 
taken now, in the present condition of the coun- 
try, will be unprofitable in its results. I therefore 
have no expectation that at this time the capital- 
ists of the country will contribute one dollar to- 
vards the accomplishment of suéh a work; and 
the whole burden must come upon the United 
States. That, however, would not deter me from 
undertaking the work. Ithink there isa national 
consideration, a national necessity, that makes it 
our duty to accomplish it as soon as we can, if 
we want to retain in their present union all the 
remote and distant portions of this Republic. It 
is a necessary bond of union. Reasons of a po- 
litical character, independent of all others, demand 
that we should do this thing, and | am for obey- 
ing that demand. I do not know whether we 
were wise or not when we determined to acquire 
territory on the Pacific ocean; but when we de- 
termined to be a great nation, and to extend our 
possessions there, we undertook at the same time 
to make all proper communications and means of 
intercommunication between the parts, so that 
they might mutually be tributary to each other’s 
defense and prosperity. We have incurred this 
obligatian, and I am ready to fulfill it at any ime 
that we properly can.. I think this is a very un- 
seasonable time. I think this bill will prove ut- 
terly ineffectual and inoperative in its present 
form, or in any form which it may assume at this 
session. It provides for contracting; it directs 
that the President shall contract 

Mr. GWIN. Oh, that is all stricken out. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Itdirects that the Presi- 
dent shail contract 

Mr. BELL. No, sir; it does not. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If the Senator from Ken- 
tucky will permit me, I will say, that the bill now 
provides, by legislation, thatanybody who wants 
to build the road shall have power to make a 
proposition to Congress—I think that is all. 
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Mr. CRITTENDEN. Well, sir, Ldo not want 
any such thing as that; because, if the money is 
to go from the public Treasury, | do not want a 
mere proposal to handle this money. 

Mr. BELL. There isno pledge ofa dollar. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, Well, then, what do 
you wanta bidder for? Whatdo you want ofa 
roposal? It is more of a sham than I supposed. 
I was a sham originally, ant now it is confess- 
edly asham. You advertise for bids and propo- 
sals, and you want nobody to propose; and when 
anybody does propose, you have nobody to con- 
tract with him or say a word about it. Whata 
dumb and ineffectual show is all this—a piece of 
fanfaronade from beginning to end! When we 
undertake this work, let us do it with the power- 
ful and strong hand of this Government; and 
when, at a proper time, I see any effort of that 
sort made, I shall be ready tolend what aid I can 
to the measure; but this thing of trifling, of-be- 
grinning a great work, and doing nothing, is calcu- 
lated to discourage the whole country in what 
they have hoped for and expected. , 

Sir, I did not intend to make any argument on 
the subject, nor to provoke any discussion. I 
merely wished to say why I should now vote 
against this bill in any form which it is likely to 
assume at this session. 

Mr. GWIN. I believe there is a blank in this 
substitate which has not been filled yet. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is a 
blank. 

Mr.GWIN. When the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from Tennes#e was added to a bill that had 
some vitality in it, it was looked upon as a matter 
of small consequence with what sum the blank 
might be filled; and the Senator from Wisconsin 
proposed $2,000; but now, as this is to be every- 
thing that is to be done by the Senate towards a 
Pacific railroad during this session, L think we 
ought to put in the blank enough at least to pay 
for advertising for these various proposals, and I 
I do not think $2,000 would do it. I suggest to 
the friends of this measure that they fill the blank 
with something that will enable the Secretary of 
the Interior to pay for the advertisements that are 
to be made. 

While Iam up, I wish to eall the attention of 
those real friends of a Pacific railroad, who voted 
for this amendment, to the glee they have created 
among those who are opposed to any road at all. 
I wish them to bear in mind, that those who are 
opposed to a Pacific railroad, who have voted in 
this amendment with their aid, never expect any 
results from itatall. I hope, as there is a majority 
in the Senate in favor of a Pacifié railroad, and as 
we have spent weeks in the discussion of this 
question, that we shall retrace our steps and agree 
upon a bill that will secure something like the 
commencement of this great work. This bill, in 
its present shape, is sending it over to a remote 
period. 

I hope that now, since it has got in this form, 
it will be recommitted to some committee with in- 
structions to report a Petcific railroad bill upon 
something like the principles of the former bill, 
and certainly that will be of more practical effect 
than the measure now before us. I must say that 
i have no hopes of any favorable results from this 
measure. With the best intentions on the part 
of those who have voted for it to-day, who are 
really in favor of a Pacific railroad, | must say 
that I have the most gloomy forebodings, tf this is 
the only legislation we are to have at this session, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, I wish to 
say a few words, not particularly in explanation 
of my vote, but with reference to the main ques- 
tion, although I do not intend to argue it, as I 
have not from the beginning. Ihave been a very 
attentive listener to the debates on this subject, 
and I believe there have been very few proposi- 
tions made in connection with ft on which I have 
not given my vote. 

I am in favor of the general proposition of hav- 
ing a Pacific railroad attempted, for the simple 
reason that I believe the public opinion of this 
country has been unmistakably expressed in favor 
of it. “l use language advisedly. I say I am in 
favor of having it attempted; that is to say, of 
having a calm deliberation of Congress, to see 
whether the project is feasible or not; and if so, 
to attempt something that will afford at least an 
appearance of a probability of success. 

have doubted from the beginning whether a 
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heard the debate on the subject, that, if the bill 


the u I 7, | rh ' 
I j i om l ve will j I 
mer li ! I ) I len ) 
' i 
tian I ena ( g i railroad 
| wit oa » ti \ f 
n \ ! Hiele is fi Outlit may } 
tliat there ar 1 hat number than J 
i) W yt \ t tt ball, an the { 
i wl vu iore We mad thie m i t 
prop \ Senator ft | ee, WO ] 
actua lective | ry I was 
Iw v\ in i \ exXp th Le tothe 
bili Ss i im ! 1) ol l rtanit pear u 
iar, W it Vie rob {Ti wid ae ¥ it 
the stat nes W , provided came back to 
Cong! I i? iit W Is. 1 Mb th 
V ul r W ur ¢« ‘ tre 
' 
ha iW wo pamou toanything, 
simply for ere ' it afforded 1 rt of 
ruara ‘ I 1 ofwha d tl 
n lle division of the road. Lhe idea ita po 
tion of the lands do lat t , and the other 
d t it road, wou { aa uAaral 
for the completion of one thousand miles of rai 


way through the desertyin my judgment is th 


weakest of all conside rations that could be ad- 
duced, to make out the fact that we should have 
adequate security for completing the whole work. 
I therefore considered on bill, as it sto od, im} ly 


as providing a mode by which somebody could 
make a contract for building five hundred miles 
of raiway at this end of the road, pocket the 
money, pocke t the proceeds of the lands, and stop 
there, “hat was my view of it; but sull l was 
Willing even then, as gentiemen were anxious to 
have a Pacific railroad bill of some kind passed, 
thatit should go oat by way of experiment—n 

d contract—to remain subject to our 


But, sir, the difficulty in my mind, from the be- 
ginning, was that the bill fixed nothing but the 
termini; it fixed no route, and I was perfectly well 
sausiied, from my own examination, before I 


menator 


Was pus: da it was first drawn, with the ter 
mini fixed and the route un tled, we shouid 
ive what I may call, wi i ecifving further, 

a mere sectional road, and no other; and one that 
vould not be cal ilated tO Gli Lany pur e, or 
purposes of the whole country. ‘Therefore J 


} 


was 10 favor of the amendment proposed by the 
om Massachusetts, Mr. Wirison,] re- 


tricung the route within certain parallels of lati- 
I 


: , 
tude, as proposed to be ame nded by the Senator 


y 


from Wiscons »{Mr. Doorsrte,) ind that fail- 


in’, | would have tak nthe amendment as origin- 
ly proposed by the Seuator from Massachusetts, 
which provided substantially that the road, the 





termini being fixed, should also be fixed in its 
course betwe certain parallels oflatitude, which 
W ild hav ried over What wa ‘ ed the 
cel ul route, and wou | have iffo | a eon hing 
lik nb appearance of f ess with releren to 
i il i i Struc 

But, sir, that amendment was rejected, and the 
tis that the whole matter was Jeft to the Exeec- 
t li ] cu t fora re ifirom one o 

t il tothe ouner,it ym t} rmmua mit 
ee ) t nt on the west, by l iaroute 
e the contr for Crentie- 
} may ie t t} s objec ion is « viated by 
i V sa con ract } | } ! le, 
] t i Ww ig, 3 ) ym ! A tO 
("or , a i V i or Ce i 3 »pactu iy 
In my iuet it Lis no answer at liat 
for nos stan ul pu ) ion Let the « ul t 
e 4 le, al he route be ever so se nal, so 
yu ! Lil pie r ot i} Wel il 
in at; it fact larter, 
a n id Wer I ti ey tiie 
i ( \ uVOLV I - 
{ b. l { have no hone of int r 
{ , ior tl hay \ jut 
i iu i could doin other cases. 
I result was, therefore, in my mind, that 1 
dy for no bill of any kind or description 
Vhich leftitto th pre ent Executive of the United 
tates to make a contract involving millions of 
a ars, even if it were to be sent back to Con- 
You mu tstrike that out of the « r nal bill 
i cannot vote for it at all. I, therefore, m ide 
my mind, a meh favorable toa Pacific rail- 
d, to vote ag t the bill as it stood; conse- 
ly when the nator from ‘Tennessee pro- 


! his amendment which has sense and mean- 
ing init, as far it does go, I was willing to take 
Lasi stitute for the bill, for the simple reason 
hat | should vote against the bill as the matter 


Sto rd be pore, 


I will add, before sitting down, that with my 
original idea on the subject, that if a Pacific rail- 


road was to be built, it should be built by the 
General Government with the funds of the Gov- 
nment,and ought to be undertaken, as all such 
works should be, understandingly, with a thor- 
ouch knowledge of what we were about to do, 


with a ser upon us of the great consequence of 


e undertaking, and of what was involved in it, 
| was in favor of the first section, with some al- 
rations, of the amendment suggested in a bill 
posed by the Senator from Pennsy]vania, [Mr. 
CAMERON,| providing fora survey. 1 was will- 
if to incur the expe nse of it; to make a survey, 
under the auspices of the Governm: nt, of the 
whole cout try, and u location of the proper route, 
and let Con rress decide then whe ther the y would 
he road; but that was not proposed, 
1 might have avoided this explanation, per- 
haps; but | was unwilling, with reference to my 
own section of the country, to withhold my opin- 
ion of the bill as it stood, and of the important 
provision in itto which I have referred, and which 
forms an objection insurmountable in my own 
mind. Sir, 1 would vote for-no railroad bill what- 
ever, Which left to the Executive power to con- 
tract, even although it came back. to Congress; 
when it would return supported and sustained by 
all the power of thé E 7" cutive, and necessarily 
lavolving the large expenditure of mone y con- 
nected with the proposed undertaking. 
N w, sir, with these few words, Ll leave the sub- 


ject. L shall not apologize for my vote for the 


. » ai i : . . yy 
amendment of the honorable Senator from Ten- 


nessee, for 1 am perfectly willing that we should 
make an oifer to everybody to inform us on what 
terms they will contract to build a road, and then 
take these terms into consideration, 
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ir. GWIN. 


I move to recommit t 


l , 
& Seiect Committee of thirteen men rs, to 
we cannot make something out of it. [+ | 
Senate have given an indication that they y 


three roads. If so,a select committee of th 
bers of this body who are in favor of 
railroad, could probably devise a plan th 
produce more effect than the present bi] 


ll, in my 


j idome t, doeszan i therefore | make t iat Motion 7 
Mr." TRUMBULL. Mr. Pregident, lL do a. pro} 

re gard the votes which have bee n take nas oe ov 

indication in favor of three roads at all, ag a 

Senator from California does. The proposition , 

for three rouds has been repe cane Vv vote d dante * 

in the Senate. 1 regard t bill, in 3ts pres, Pa 


form, as nothing more scale ss than an intimat 


a Senate that tl 


le lial they m 





to do notl r 


amounis to that. ‘The enemies of a Pacific ra 
road have adopted this ineasure, not its friend 
and the measure seems to have encountered ¢| : 


ridicule of a want of seriousness, and 


a sume th ib no ody is for this project; that itis “fp 
got up tor mre ulterior object, That is one of : 
ie most efiective ways in the world of d ty a 
ing a good measure.  T take it for franted th 
the gentlemen who have been voting for thes me 
various bilis are serious, and thinka railroad ean A 
be built to the Pacific ocean. | have no doubt 
soutit. Why, sir, we have built in the 3: 
* Illineis, without Governm nt aid, railre 
enough | » last eight years to reach the Pac * 
ocean from es ve ip that are now constructed 
We have two tho usand miles of railroad in Tilj- 
nois, built without a dollar of pub lic aid, besides = 
the Central railroad ? , : 
Mr. TOOMBS. Noland? @ i” 
Mr. TRUMBULL. No land. There was = 


grant to one road, the Central, but we havi 

thousand other miles of railroad built by priv 
enterprise [tis to me astrahge idea th it this ere 
country, this great Government, cannot build a 


railway across the continent to connect our pos- 


om ; ! : . een cae 1 
sessions, when the roads are already buiit 


way by pevnte enterprise. } 
Althou rh the bill, as it stood before the fast “4 


amendment was mantle ~ not, In every point of 
view, meet my approbation, | was pr pared to 
vote far it; and by be ‘of obtaining a vote 

that proposition substattialiy, | will move instrue- 
tions, as | suppose it is competent for me to d 
under the motion made by the Senator from Cal- , 


ifornia, who moves to recommit the bill. Imove tt 
to amend his motion so as to Instruct the commit- 

tee to report to the Senate the bill we have had i 
under consideration, with avery slight alteratio: 
I do not recollect all the amendments thatiwe put V 
upon that bill. One was an amendment offered ‘ 
by the Senator from Wisconsin, subjec ting ail t : 
lands to sale at $2 50 an acre to the actual setiler; 
1 have incorporated that. I have — = the 1 


printe ‘d bill as it was printe d by order the Sen- ( 
ate on the 15th of January, and annexe ‘ to it 

amendment requiring the lands to be sold at 92 50 
an acre, which, I believe, includes all the amend- ' 
ments—except one which was offered | by my col- } 
league and was adopted, which I had fot before 

me. If this motion shall prevail, that can be - 
added afierwards, | suppose, if the Senate think 

proper toadd it. | I have made one other alteration 

in the fi section of the bill, to remedy the diili- 

culty of-my friend from Maine. I have added 

to the first section of the bill these words: * be- 

tween the parallels of 36° and 43° of north lat- 

itude,’’ so as to commence the road between th 

eneaeiiea 3 of the Big Siaux and Kansas rivers, and 

go to San Francisco between the thirty-sixth and 

torty-third parallels of latitude. I offer this as 

an instruction to the committee to accompany Ue 

motion of the Senator from California. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Illinois proposes to ame nd the motion of 
the Senator from California by adding the in- 
structions indicated by him. ‘The question is 
upon that amendment. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 think, Mr. President, that 
some of the friends of a Pacific railroad are un 
necessary excited and alarmed at the adoption 
of the proposition which has been agreed to by 
the Senafe. I voted against it, and should bh ave 
voted for the original bill as it was amended, be- 
. re it assumed its present shape; but I am free 

say that I believe this proposition a better prop 
os sition than the original bil! as amended. This 
is & proposition that the Government of this coun- 
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for proposals to build railways to 


chall ask 
fic over three lines, The 

, in this 
ys, and they are 
ample security; and if this bill shall pass 


Liouse of Representatives'in the form in which 


Senator from 
proposition, has made certain 
admirably put, giving 
! 
is now been adopted by the Senate, we shall 
ve, in less than ten months from this time, 
nropositions made for the construction of railways 
“yer these three lines; we shall know what the 
struction will cost over each of these lines; we 
all know all about the question; and then the 
next Congress, having these proposals before it, 
an act intelligently upon the subject. 
{| voted for the amendment making three divis- 
ns of the road across the continent. I believe 
we can build the eastern and western divisions by 
»Jand and money grants; but that we could 
rry a thousand miles of railway across the in- 
rior of this country for $25,000 per mile, there 
isno man in the Senate who believes a word of 
it. If l could secure it, | should be glad to make 
a contract over that thousand miles for $60,000 a 
You cannot make any practical railroad 
man in this country believe that you can build 
i a thousand miles, through mountain 
passes and over barren plains, in the center of 
scontinent, Where you have to carry men, ma- 
terials, and provisions, for less than from sixty to 
seventy thousand dollars a mile. The railways 
fthiscountry average about thirty-five thousand 
| Many of our best roads cost be- 
ween seventy and eighty thousand dollars a mile: 
You must carry your workmen to the line of this 
road; you ng support them there; you must 
carry your lo Liere,s you must carry all your 
materials there; and the freight will be enormous. 
I have great doubts whether a railroad to the 
bay of San Francisco car be construeted on the 
conditions propost d by the bill reported by the 
committee, even with the amendments which have 
en adopted. Some of the most experienced rail- 
road men of the country entertain these doubts. 
| find these doubts expressed in the American 
Railroad Journal, published in New York, and 
d by Mr. Henry V. Poor, a gentleman of 
creat intelligence, whose opinions are entitled to 
eat consideration. Referring tothe various bills 
fore Congress, Mr. Poor says, in the Railroa 
Journal for January: 
“From the 
stilllabors under sevi 
acted upon, is 





oe 
rm a ne. 


’ 
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action of Congress so 
ral delusions 
sufliclent to deteat the 


Yr, if 1s evidien 





this body seach ofy 


road. In the tirst 


place, alarge donation of land is proposed. It ymtortunately 
happens that the greater part of the land on any of the 
routes proposed ts nearly wortiless, and is insutiicient ia 
vajue ty form the basis even of a eredit upon which any 


considerable sums could be raised. That individual capital 
would be Seduced into a railroad, unless based upon govern- 
mental aid, is preposterous. No person supposes that, fora 
loug ime to come, a raiiroad to the Paeifie would be re- 
wanerative. ‘There is nodisposition on the part of those of 
our people who have money, to tuvest it, even in product 

ive roads. With such a feeling prevailing, itis too much to 
suppose that the public are going to add to their losses by 
investing in @ new enterprise, the unproductiveness of 
which is assumed in the outset. 

* All this talk in Congress, therefore, about contractors 
ilding the road, receiving a large donation of land, and a 
pittauce, in the shape of payment, for the carriage of the 
mails capitalized, is really little betterthan so much tom 

loolery. It proves that the subject is either not understood, 
or that there is a willingness on the part of the members to 
deceive, or to be deceived—in other words, that they are 
thus far talking for Buncombe. If a railroad be necessary, 
there is no mode so equilable for raising means for its con 

struction as upon the credit, and with the money, of the 
people of the United States. They are collectively to reap 
ils advantages; and they should, in the same manner, bear 
the burden of its construction. No road ean be built by 
anyothermeans. ‘To base its construction upon any other, 
18 (0 Start On a false hypothesis which must lead to a speedy 
break-down, souring the public mind, and destroying public 
confidence, and postponing for years the progress of this 
great work. 

“The making grants of lands and money at the present 
Session of Congress would not facilitate, but would really 
retard, the project, as it would undoubtedly lead to precip 
ilate action, and to mistakes which could not be retrieved 
Without serious losses, The first step to be taken in the 
present exigency is to ascertain the route to be adopted. ‘To 
do this would occupy a corps of railroad engineers at least 
two, and perhaps three, years. If Congress would appoint 
such a commission, and place it immediately in the field, it 
might properly await the result of their surveys and exam- 
mations. In the mean time, a more emphatic expression of 
the popular will would be gained, and any action that might 
then be taken would have the benefit of far better light and 
information than we now possess.’? 


I voted against the adoption of this amendment; 
but now, a8 it has been adopted, I shall vote 
against its recommitment. I shall vote for the bill 
most cheerfully, for itis a practicable proposition. 

tis an advertisement to the people of this coun- 
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rnment pr »posals for con- 


try to make to the Gov 





structing a rat lover t e lines tothe Pacif 
ocean. They hav t tf] vn wrhtel 
they will do it: they hay to'way whut 1 i 
antees for t ent of t cointrase thee wilt 
give. The | ' § hed 1 Ss ly 
in the clearest and fu tm 


Then, sir, we shall have proposi 


} tions; they will 
come before Congres 


the time spent this vear 
has not been lost entirely; we shall com 
consideration of the subject another year wit! 


. . J , 
larger information, having before us the practical 
opinions, the practicak propositions of railway 
constructors, of capitalists, and of men who are 


willing to do something to construct a railway to 
the Pacific ocean; and then wecan act intellivently. 
If we had these propositions here to-day, is th rea 
Senator who does not believe we 
to act more | 


should be ab 
ntelligently than we can now act? Is 
there a man here to-d iy who would not like to 
have those propositions before us? If those prop- 
ositions had been he vould have 

r; and if we 
road, we 
before this time, over what line 
it should run,and wh it one of those propositions 
we would have a nted. 

1, therefore, as a friend of a railway to the Pa- 
cific ocean, shall vote aeainst the recommitment 
of this bill. LT shall vote for its passage; and in so 
doing { believe | am voting fora proposition more 
likely to carry through a railway to the Pacific, 
than the adoption of the origin il bill as it came 
from the committee would have done. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, | do not want to 
occupy the Senate long; but a remark that fell 
from the honorable Senator from Illinois [Mr. 
TruMmBvuLL] requires a singl¢ word from me. | 
voted for this proposition; and he says the ene- 
mies of the measure have killed this bill, consid- 
ering that the adoption of the amendment ts vir- 
tually killing it. lamin favorofa Pacific railroad; 


e, our debates 
been of T 
are in 

have determined 





ent characte 


favor of constructi ra 


an entirely d 


) } 
snou d 


I am in favor of connecting the settlements on the 
Atlantic and Pacific coasts by a ratlroad;: and I 
am glad to see the: u introdueed, ‘nuse | 
hope and trust tit may raueurating anew 
idea that shall in t ractical legislation 
of this country. ‘Uhe practical legislation of this 
country, for a good 1 year ist, springs out 
of an and 0 mine r Govern- 
mie or i ib and ¢ urditie of the coune- 
try from which we m Eneland—in violation 
of the spirit of our Constitution, which is, that 
standing armies are dangerous to liberty. On the 
contrary, we have gone on expending moneys in 
time of } eace for war purposes, until we present 
the ridiculous al irdity to the world of a nation 
professing to br devoted to the purposes of a 
higher civilization than the barbarous ages that 
preceded us, spending to-day, for war purposes, 


between thirty and forty millions a year. 

I have noticed the commendable and praise- 
worthy zeal with which the honorable 
from California pushes this measure, and I com- 
mend him for it; but | have never seen his hand 
holding backwards when there have been times 
to dip deep into the public Treasury for the pur- 
pose of foolish expr nditure to increase the Army 
and Navy. Sir, you cannot have two opposite 
things at the same time. ThisGovernment must 
devote itself to the development of its resources, 
and its power, and of its capacities for the pur- 
poses of peace, of humanity, of science, and of 
all the arts that elevate humanity and minister to 
the progress of the race; or it may go onin blind 


Senator 


}and stupid adherence to the precedents which 
| have been set us in the iron age of the world, 
| spending our money year after year, increasing 


constantly and continuallyin keeping up a stand- 
ing Army and increasing the Navy, in time of 
profound peace. 

Now, sir, if the men who are in favor of this 
measure really desire to see the energies of this 
giant Republic directed in the legitimate channel 
of improving the condition of the country, of de- 
veloping its resources, of spending our means for 
something that will minister to the great purpose 


of peace and of human progress and advance- 


ment, let them begin at the right quarter and stop 


| the leaks upon the Treasury which go outin such 
| profusion for war purposes in time of peace. I 


have before me the amount of the whole expend- 
itures of this Government from its beginning up 
to 1857, and I find that we have expended for 


military purposes, $484,000,000, and for 


purposes $307,000 0U0, making about « t hun- 
dred million dollars that we ha s wat 
urposes, three fourt of it, at leas - of 
profound peace. Six hundred mill ‘ \ 
have spent in time of peace to prepare for war, 
and are not half so well prepared for it if we 


had not spent a dollar of the money, and we are 


; 
now spending forty or fifty millions every year 
for the Army and Navy, which we are constantly 
increasing; and in addition to that, we are voting 
to put a great electioneering fund for the next 
presidential election, $30,000,000, into the hands 
of the President, under the pretense that he 1s 
to go on a fillibustering expedition after Cuba. I 
shall watch with some curiosity, some anxiety, 
to see how those gentlemen who favor t at 


project of peace and of commeree, and of social 


| 
his ¢rea 


intercourse, the Paecifie railroad, will vote when 
that gigantic scheme comes up to give $30,000 O00 


to the President I should like to see how these 


gentlemen wil vote on the propositions for it 
creasing the Navy. lL have not seen the report of 
the Secretary of War, but | have no d t we 


shall have propositions for increasing the Army. 

I simply rise now to say that because | am in 
favor of a Pacific railroad; because | am in favor 
of giving public lands to agricultural colleges; 
because [ am in favor of peac and progress and 
advancement in the hicher 
Iam opposed to increasing the Army and Nay Y; 


and spending our Tri 


purposes of the race, 


asury for such put 
I say then, sir, lama fnend to the Pacifie rail- 
road; | that L cannot claim the merit 
that my distinguished friénd from Maine [Mr. 
Iesst NDEN | claims—that he has lis 

thine that has be: 


noses 


but I ( onfess 


ned t 


,eVveryv- 
n said here, and has voted 


every proposition that has been made 


for 


in connet- 





tion with this bill. L have not listened to all the 
speeches; and | think Lam something the better 
for it, too. {Laughter } I have not voted upon 
very proposition that has been made; but when 
lL have been her . 1 have voted one way or the 
other: though, to tell the trath, | have voted some- 
times, not knowing whether | was voting right 


or Wt { Laughter. } I have felt, and | think 
a vood many other gentlemen have felt with me, 
that the proposition has not yet come befowe the 
Senate in su a practical manner as to com- 
mand the attention or approbation of an unso 

hist ted man who does not pretend to be 
versed in the wiles of those politicians who have 
other ends in view, as has been intimated by the 
De nator from Maine. [ say | stand in that posi- 
tion, that | have not known sometimes how to 


ote and how not vote; and in such cases I have 
followed the leaders, and gone with them gener- 
ally; though, once ina while, | have voted against 
the lenders. [tis because I have not believed the 
project was presented in a practical, tangible 
shape, that l have not given that attention to the 
subject which the honorable Senator from Maine 
has. 

But I think the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Rhode Island is a wise one; itisa 
lone. Itis the way that men proceed in 
the ordinary transactions of business in every- 
day life. In the first place, you sent out and made 
a survey,and published big books about as large 
as ten great family Bibles, and distributed them. 
Having got that information, with an infinite lot 
of pictures with it, the next step ordinarily would 
be to issue proposals, to have som body come In 
and say, with all the light which these ten folios 
shed on the’ subject, on what terms they would be 
willing to undertake ‘to construct the road. We 
have made a survey, and now we ask for pro- 
posals. I never built a house, but I think I have 
understood from those who do build them that that 
is the ordinary way of proceeding, and I think it 
is making a step in the right direction. I would 
suggest to those young men who are impatient to 
take this trip to the Pacific ocean by rail-cars, that, 
if it is ever completed, it is not the thing of a day; 
it is not the thing of a year. Sir, it will be a great 


practic 


' achievement if it be the result of a generation. I 


have no idea that it is to be built atonce. 1 have 
nv idea that there is to be a practical beginning 
madeatonce. But, sir, I believe that all the time, 
all the labor, all the expense, all the delay, has 
been well. I would include all the speeches, but 
I believe that would be an extravagance. When 
we have got these proposals, we shall have made 
two stepsin the right direction. I protest against 
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the injustice that would set me down as an enemy 
toa road because I voted for this proposition; I 
voted for it because | wantto have the thing come 
up in such a manner that I can vote as | have not 
been able to vote this session, and that is, under- 
standingly. With these views, and with these 
purpose 8, I have given the votes | have thus far; 
and, on this ground, I shall vote to the end. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. President, I am not 
afraid that in voting for this bill as it now stands, 
I shall be suby ctedsto any imputations, It is 
not necessary for me to repeat that I am in favor 
of a railroad to the Pacific, nor to state in what 
manner lam in favorof building it. I have already 
said that, in my Opinion, the best method isto build 
it by the this Gove rnment, directly, 
and keep it within our control. [think the honor- 
able Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Crirrenpen,] 
if he had heard the remarks which | made when 
I offered the amendment to strike out all of the 
bill after the enacting clause and insert a propo- 
sition for proposals, would have appreciated the 
motive of it. I said that, although I believed the 
only practical mode of building the railroad was 
by using the funds of the Government in an 
old-fashioned national way, I was not going to 
adhere so closely to my own views as not to allow 
a trial of some other proposition, and that I was 
willing to provide for receiving proposals, and 
see what they would be. That is what this bill 
does in its present shape. If it is necessary for 
me to give an opinion, my View 1s, that after 
these proposals have come in, the friends of build- 
ing araiiroad by means of a private contract will 
be satisfied that itis impracticable, and will come 
back to the right ground, and build it by the na- 
tional resources. ‘Thatis what I believe will result 
from it; and I donot believe they will be satisfied 
inany other way than by first trying their favorite 
method of building this road, by means of con- 
tracts made by the Government with private cor- 
porations. For that reason, | offered the propo- 
sition, when I was satisfied that the bill, as it 
stood, was such a bill as no friend of the railroad, 
who was also a friend of his country, that is, a 
friend of the Treasury, could vote for. Ido not 
mean to say that we nilemen who support it do 
not think this is the most economical way; but I 
do not. For that reason, with the distinguished 
Senator from Maine, [Mr. Fessenpen,] | had 
made up my mind to vote against the bill in that 
shape. Iwas willing that the friends of the meas- 
ure should try every means within thelr power 
to make a bill that would suit the Senate; and 
finally, when I saw that nothing would do, F 
oflered the proposition which has been adopted. 

Now, the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Trum- 
BULL] proposes to instruct the committee to report 
the very bill which we have just stricken out by 
a vote of twoto one. I suppose that is in order, 
and I have no objection to the question being 
taken in thatform; but i believe the Senator from 
Kentucky will agree with me, that in order to 
reconcile those friends of a Pacific railroad who 
are for making a contract, to vote with us event- 
ually, we must first let them see that their favor- 
ite measure is impracticable, That can be done 
in the recess, in my judgment. I agree with that 


means of 


honorable Senator that we have placed ourselves 


in such a condition that it is an imperious neces- 
sity that we should connect these two branches 
of our people together. It isdue tothem, and due 
to ourselves. ‘The people of the country have 
passed upon the measure, and demanded it at the 
hands of Congress. Whether it be right or wrong, 
that is public opinion; and I think it is a sound 
pablic opinion. 

I have great objections, as I have said two or 
three times, to contracting with corporations over 
whom we have no control; but I am willing to 
hear these various propositions. I hope the bill 
will not now be recommitted. When it was pro- 
posed some days ago to recommit the bill, witha 
view to improve it, every member of the com- 
mittee, I believe, said they had made up their 
minds fully, and would report back the same prop- 
osition, so that there was no use in referring 
the question to them again. Now, we have had 
the subject under debate for six weeks; and I 
suppose every man in the Senate thinks we have 


got all the light out of it that can be got. Then 
why send it back to the committee again? Tam 


satisfied that, before the amendment which I of- 


fered was adopted, the bill could not have com- | 


ae _ ee } 
manded a majority of the Senate. There area 


great many friends of a Pacific railroad, that I 


know of, who would vote against that proposi- | 


tion; and when the Senator from California un- 
covered the plan, and showed that under that 
proposition the road would begin at the eastern 


end of the middle route, and run around by the | 
southern or northern route to reach Californian | 


a circuitous manner, that would -have defeated it 
of itself. Those who were for a Pacific railroad 
were willing to take the responsibility of putting 
it between two parallels; but that was defeated. 
Ido not designate these roads by geographical 
names; and if | could have my aspirations grati- 
fied, there would not be, in the nomenclature of 


any American statesman, a name indicating a sec- | 


tion or portion of this country, as distinguished 
from the rest. I do not believe it is patriotic to 


call these sectional roads; and I do not think it | 


is very patriotic to be talking about North and 
South always; but I believe nature has designed 
a central route, and it is demanded by the con- 
venience of the whole country that it shall not go 
to one extreme or the other. If you are to have 
three roads, however, you may have one central 
and one on each extreme; and I am satisfied. 


I know that this discussion has brought up | 
some pretty angry questions before the Senate. | 


I have not anticipated what will be done if one 
man or another one is elected President. I be- 
lieve it will be time enough to take care of that 
trouble when itcomes. I do not think, after hav- 
ing expended as much time as we have on this 
subject, it would be wise to put the Senate afloat 
onall these propositions again. We have already 
expended one half the session. Let us get this 
information, which I trust will satisfy every friend 
of making this road by private enterprise that 
that is an impracticable idea; or else it will sat- 


isfy those who think it practicable, that we are | 
mistaken; and then we will vote for private con- | 


tracts, ifthat be the best method. I doubt whether 


it is possible to’ frame a bill which shall guard the | 


interests of the Government under private con- 
tracts. 
risdiction and power of this Government through- 
out all time, until the route becomes entirely 
settled throughout, and it can be put under State 
authority. Leven doubt the policy of putting it 
under State authority; but so long as it is within 
the Territories of the United States, 1 want the en- 
tire and exclusive jurisdiction of it, and control 
over the rates of fare. Ido not want any mo- 
nopolists to get hold of this road, so as to be able 
to sport their coaches and trappings. That 
would become royalty, but does not suit republi- 
canism. 


I want this railroad to be within the ju- 


That is the way property is transferred | 


from the hands of those who earn it to those who | 


sport their splendid equipages. Capitalists go 


ahead of labor everywhere, and grasp up every | 
green thing before Jabor has a chance to occupy | 


a footof your wild lands; and they will go ahead 
here, and they will make the road with your 
money, and then fix their own prices for trans- 
portation, and fix them as extravagantly, as you 


will allow when they transport for you, which is | 
$150 fora barrel of flour. I have some knowledge | 


of what these corporations do in the States. They || 


need the most powerful and rigid control over 
them when they are within State jurisdiction; 


and it is almost impossible to control them even | 


there. 

I hope the proposition to recommit this bill, 
with instructions to put back the old bill that we 
have stricken out, will not prevail. I will say to 
the Senator from Illinois, that I profess to be as 
good a friend toa Pacific railroad as he is, or any 
other man; and that I do not consider those who 
voted for my amendment as enemies to the bill. 
I should be very sorry to think that the Pacific 


railroad scheme had forty enemies in a house of | 


SIiXty. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Allow me to say to the 
Senator from Rhode Island, that I did not mean 
that every person who voted for his amendment 
wasanenemy foaroad. What I meant was, that 
this substitute was adopted by the enemies of any 
road. The Senators who are opposed to building 
any road voted for it, | believe, without exception, 
or nearly so; and a few of the friends of a Pacific 
railroad also voted for it; and that was the way 
it was adopted; and therefore I made the state- 
ment, which was, perhaps, too general, that the 
substitute was adopted by the votes of the enemies 
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estes eee 
of the road. Tamaware that some who are friends 
of a Pacific railroad also voted for that 
tion. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I am perfectly aware that 
when gentlemen have favorite schemes, they 
very apt to regard all who vote against them as 
enemies to any plan to accomplish the object in 
view; but I think the Senator adopts a curious 
kind of reasoning. I believe that a very large 
majority of the members of the Senate are in fay. 
of a railroad being built to the Pacific ocean; byt 
large and controlling as that majority is, there 
has been no vote in the Senate so decided as tho 
one that substituted this bill for the other. I do 
not believe any proposition has been presented 
here which has not commanded the votes of mep 
who entertained entirely dissimilar views as to 
the mode of building the road, and of some men 
who will not go for any road. I was satisfied that 
the bill as it was would not command a majority: 
and the time had arrived to propose some remedy 
before it was entirely disposed of; and hence I of. 
fered the substitute. I intend at some proper time, 
if this bill is passed, to introduce a joint resoly- 
tion, similar to the one presented by the Senator 
from Massachusetts, authorizing the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to appoint five railroad surveyors, to survey and 
mark out these routes, and estimate the cost of 
the roads; so that when these proposals come in 
we shall have something else to look at. I wish 
to have a regular survey and estimate, so that 
when propositions from individuals come in we 
shall know from officers appointed by ourselves 
what is the probable cost of such a work, and 
then we shall be ready to say W@ether we will 
take any of the propositions; and without that, 
in my judgment, we shall not be ready. But I 
will not detain the Senate longer. 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, the unfor- 
tunate remarks of my friend, the honorable Sen- 
ator from Illinois, [Mr. TrumsButt,] make it ne- 
cessary that I should say a word on this bill, 
though I had intended to be quiet, as [ have been, 
during the whole of its discussion heretofore. | 
am in favor of making a railroad from the Mis- 
sissippiriver to the Pacific ocean. I have been in 
favor of it from the commencement, and I have 
voted for every proposition which I supposed 
looked towards making the road. At the last ses- 
sion of Congress, I had the honor of presenting 
a bill for the purpose of making a aa I have 
not presented it this year, because, from the dis- 
cussion here, from the great variety of schemes, 
and from the long time during which the subject 
has occupied the attention of the Senate, I be- 
lieved nothing practical would result from our 
legislation on this subject. I think now, though 
it may be vanity in me to say so, that my prop- 
osition was one which, if properly presented to 
the Senate, might have commanded some atten- 
tion. 

1 am in favor of the proposition which we have 
adopted on the motion of the Senator from Rhode 
Island, mainly because I think it looks towards 
making a road. The bill, as it was before, to my 
mind, never could have produced that result. My 
notions in regard to making a railroad of this 
magnitude, through such a country, are different 
from those of most gentlemen. I have had some 
practical experience in making railroads. For 
twenty-five years I have been connected with the 
making of railroads in Pennsylvania. 

Through my exertions the first railroad made 


proposi- 


are 


or 


_ by a private company in the State of Pennsylva- 


nia was made. We were told that that road of 
forty miles could be made for $500,000. I re- 


| member traveling in the city of Philadelphia, to 
|get subscriptions for that road, starting at the 


_ railroad of this extent. 





Delaware and going to every house until [ reached 
the Schuylkill, asking men to subscribe one, two, 
three, four, or five shares. We got our $500,000, 
and after a great deal of trouble we got the road 
made; but it cost us $3,500,000 by the time it was 
done. Why, sir, all railroads in this country 
have cost immensely more than anybody who 
has not studied the subject would believe. | 
think this railroad can only be made by the Gov- 
ernment and the Treasury of this great country. 
I do not believe private corporations can make a 
Railroads in this country 
are commenced and are used before they are fin- 
ished; and for that reason we scarcely ever knoW 
what they actually cost. 
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The average cost of the seven thousand miles 


of railways in England has been $183,000 a mile. 
They do not use their railroads until they are 
aii ted; they make them perfect. There is 
/machine which has been invente d by man so 
expensive, if it be made to perfection, as a rail- 
road. I think this road is going to cost a sum 
by yond what any private individuals can invest. | 
| Jooked on the bill which was here before this 
am ndment aS a mere electionee ring scheme, 
ich we give to the Executive immense pro- 
spect e patronage to control eve ry corrupt man | 
in 8 ‘ane y whoexpected to getajob. This, 
on the contrary, sends out to the people an invi- 
tation to tell us what they will make a railroad 
for. When their propositions come here, we 
shall judge of them as men would judge when | 
hey were going to make a bargain for themselves. | 
Th: at is the difference between the present bi!! 
end the one which we have just defeated by it. No 
harm can come to anybody by this project; but 
when a year goes by, if there are any individuals | 
or companies in the country willing to make the 
railroad, their bids will come here, and we shall 
| ok at them properly; and if they offer such 
terms as we can adopt, and as we think will be 
profitable far the Government to adopt, we shall 
take their bids for one, two, or three routes, as 
ee ss may determine. 
The bill which } presented last year was in some 
e oree like this; for I proposed that the President 
ould appoint three engineers, who, with their 
assistants and other individuals, should go out | 
and examine the three routes proposed, starting 
he Mississippi and reaching the Pac Ge by the 
various route . and make a careful examination 
of the ground; that they should bring to us an 
estimate of the cost of the road for every mile 
ipon the route, so as to enable the President and 
Congress to determine whether it would be proper | 
tomake the road or not. What do we lose by 
that?) The other bill required that after the Pres- 
ident should make a contract, it should come here | 
and be submitted to us. It would occupy the 
same time that this will; only that the President, 
that case, would have had the power to say to 
this man and that man, ‘*if youdo soand so, you 
shall have a contract on this great road. 
Now this question will be entirely in our own 
hands; and if we do not think proper to make the 
road there will be an end of it. [believe also that 
after these propositions shall have come here, we 
shall be satisfied that individuals will not make this 
road, and then the Government will go to work 
and make the road, as it should do. This Pacific | 
railroad is a project worthy of a mighty nation; | 
one on which the heart of evérybody in this coun- 
try should be centered, as well from its usefulness 
as the pride that should be taken in connecting 
by so great a line the extremes of this vast coun- 
try. 
| have only made these remarks because | 
thought them necessary from the improper posi- 
tionin which the remarks of my friend from Illinois 
might be supposed to place me. I want it dis- 
tinctly understood, that so far as my judgment 
will allow me to go, I will vote for any project 
which looks towards making a railroad to the 
Pacific; and I desire that the decision shall be 
promptly made—promptly made in view of the 
great interests which that project involves; and 
also that we may devote ourselves to those meas- 
ures of legislation which are now awaiting our 
action, With so brief a portion of the session re- 
maining, I am anxious for the dispatch of busi- 
ness; that all obstructions may be removed from | 
those accumulated bills on our Calendar and others 
that must necessarily be orizinated, in which so 
many of our constituents have so deep an interest. 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President 
Mr. GWIN. Will the Sewator allow me a mo- | 
ment? I wish merely to reply to a remark of the 
Senator from Rhode Island. 
Mr. MASON. I have very little to say. 
Mr.GWIN. I was afraid you were going to | 
move an adjournment. 
Mr. MASON. No, sir; you will have plenty of | 
— after I get through; I have but little to say. 

. President, I think the Senate will agree that 
ihe very great measure, as gentlemen are pleased | 
to term it, has been Jeftin the hands of its friends. 

I think the Senate will agree that those who stand 
as | do, opposed to any connection between the | 
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Government and this road in any form, have held || honorable friend from California, (Mr. Gwuy,] 


dinary expenditure of money. 
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aloof, with some few except 
the friends of the measure if they could 
perfect it. The Senate knows that one half the 
present session has been occupied in the endeavor 
of the friends of this measure to prepare a scheme 
that would be ac: ‘ep table to the m; and after one 
half the session has expired, where do we find 
ourselves? As was said by the honor: able Senator 


ions, and haveallowed 


to see 


osition which has been carried by the most con- 


trolling vote yet shown in the Senate, and which 


the mover of the proposition says is no billat all. 
Now, sir, [ almost fi el myself at liberty to vot 
for the bill in its present shape, and for this 


on this subject, 


reason: if I have rightly thought 
and there ever should be any prop build 
the road, they will be of a character to satisfy the 
nation that itis nota fit subject for the Federal 
Government to take hold of. Icannot vote for it 
because I cannot see that, under the charter of our 
power—the Constitution—we have any authority 
whatever to touch the subject in any form; butif 
I could vote for it, I should do it under the belief 
that when any man of sense came to look at the 
provisions of the bill and found that he was re- 
quired to propose not only to construct the road, 
but to work it afterwards, he would recoil from 
the proposition. 
The bill requires 


nose 


sals to 


that the contractor shall pro- 
to construct the road and afterwards to work 
it./ Well, anless Iam very much deceived, those 
who aye conversant with railroads and the cost of 
making them, would be ve ry little dispose d to 
take the road, if it was made, and undertake to 
work it without price. So we are indebted to the 
honorable Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Beir] 
for putting these two features in the proposition: 
that contractors shall pri pose not only to con- 
struct the road, but to work it after it ismade. I 
cannot vote for it, however, for I cannot see that 
the Federal Government has any authority to 
touch the subject in any form. 

Mr. President, for some reason, I will not un- 
dertake to say what, a large majority of the Sen- 
ate look upon the sc he me “of building this mag- 
nificent road as one not only entitled to the greater 
share of their attention in their public duties, but 
they assume that it attracts the attention of the 
b tao »country*I do not know how that may be. 

enators on the other side of the Chamber, an 
some on ours, have undertaken to say, and they 
may be right, that although there is a large ma- 
jority of Senators here who are pre pared to vote 
for a railroad, yet the strange phenomenon is 
presented that they cannot get a bill which wil il 
conciliate a major ity. Now, what does that mean? 
The history of the measure has been written dur- 
ing this session. Why do they not agree? They 
do not agree because they cannot arr ange amon: gr 
themselves upon the Allantic terminus of the 
road. Well, what does:that mean? It means 
that that large interest which they claim to rep- 
resent, and, | dare say, do represent, does not re- 
card the road itself, and the advantages to result 
from the construction of the road, but regards the 
sectional advantages. It is not the road they go 
for, but it is the improvement of the country which 
the road will pervade. That is the reason they 
cannot agree, 

Sir, their whole conduct here has demonstrated 
it. Proposea northern terminus, and the centerand 
the South vote againstit. ‘Takea middle terminus, 
and both North and South vote againstit. Takea 
southern terminus, and the other two vote against 
it. Allagreeing, they say, that the road ought to be 
made; all agreeing, as the *y say, that it is a sub- 


i je ct of great nt ational importance to make the road, 


and it being a matter of no importance where the 
road begins or where it ends, provided it begins 
on the Atlantic and ends on the Pacific; yet it is 
impossible for them to concilate a m¢ jority, be- 
cause if itis a northern road the other two are 
against it, and if it is a southern road the inter- 
mediate section and the North are against it. 

I hope the couhtry will see, Mr. President, that 
these are the obstacles, not in the way of the con- 
stitutional right to make this road, but in the way 
of gentlemen who are prepared for this extraor- 
I trust, and they 
have my best hope, that they never will agree 
upon where this road shail begin. I donot believe 
they ever will. I think we have had some expe- 
rience here during the whole of this session. My 


who is th 
measure, 


tained f 


e Ajax of it, got it in as the very first 
by a majority of the Senate. | 


wr it precedence of the whole public In 


ness of the entire country, and has pre edit with 
a eee ¢ Iwill. s } val — » 0) ‘ , 
energy and Wil, and With the success thatattends 
rerey and I, and where has it ended? ¥ 
energy and will, and where has it ended After 
six weeks of a session of three months expended 
on it, where does end? In a bill which that 


honorable Senator frankly admits will not be 
worth the paper on which it is written. 

Now, I would say t Ans rentleman 
I do not think he aba ag 2c any fur- 
ther. I know that he, at least, is in earnest, and 
he has the Pacific terminus fixed at San Fras- 
Nobody cont s that, as far as I know. 
He does not symp uhize with honorable Senators 
here from the Adantie border, as to where the 
Atlantic terminus shall be. He is in earnest, and 
he is prepared to take any bill that will effect his 
obj ‘ct—his obj ct being the construction of the 
road. Now, | would say to that honorable Sena- 
tor, take bill; let the Secretary of the Interior 
invite propdsals for construeting and working this 
road after it is constructed, and, without claiming 
any spirit of prophesy, | will predict to him that 
one of two things will happen: he will either have 
no propos all to construct these roads, or he 
will have them from speculators who never ex- 
pect to construct them. ‘There never will come 

proposal to construct and work one of these 
from men wr have it in their powe . to 
give us security that they will perform the obli- 
gation they enter into; and if the bill passes, I 
think it will enlighten the country to that extent. 

Mr. President, 1 do not knowany form in which 
this bill can be put that will authorize me to vote 
for it. Iam prepared to say here at once, that if 
you were to introduce a bill to commence this 
road on the Potomac river, and carry it through 
the whole breadth of Virginia and the tier of the 
southern States, and thence by the Gila or by 
any other route to the Pacific, whether it was to 
be constructed by Federal mone y or by Federal 
organization, I would vote against it, and I should 
forfe it, deservedly forfeit, the confidence of my 
constituency if L did not do so. So there is no 
form in which any bill can be presented’ which 
will conciliate my vote. 

Other Senators who regard the working of this 
Federal machine ina light very different from that 
in which I regard it, may consider that the time 
has been wasted. Iam rather disposed to think 
that if time has not been economized, constitu- 
tional richt has, and we gain some thing even by 
the waste of time. I submit to the Senate, and 
I submit to the country, that we have gained this: 
we have gained information that will go before 
the American people to demonstrate that this great 
Pacific railroad, so worthy the liberal and enlight- 
ened age in which we live, so worthy of the great 
resources of this nation, as we are told, but, as | 
think, so fatal to the obligations of the constitu- 
tional compact, has received its death-blow at the 
hands of its friends. I think they will find, if they 
take the vote to-day, that this will be the day of 
its interment, I hope never to have a resurrec- 
tion. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator from Rhode Island, 
[Mr. Simmons] said that I had uncovered the ob- 
ject of the bill in its former shape by stating that 
it was originally formed so as to give, or, at least, 
was advocated by me on the ground that it gave 
a power to the President of the United States to 
select any route he might choose. Well, Mr. 
President, that isnot so. I have never said such 
a thing; | have never advocated such a tying. 
The Senator has misrepresented my whole object 
and my whole design in advocating this measure. 
I stated to the Senate that the original bill fixed 
termini that would favor the building of a cen- 
tral road, and give such anadvantage to that route, 
that, if it was practicable, the road must be built 
there. I said that I wanted to leave money to 
select the best route, we fixing termini that would 
meet the wants of the country on each side of the 
Rocky Mountains. 

Now, sir, in order to satisfy the Senator from 
Rhode Island on that point, I will state to the 
Senator from Illinois that, if he will change the 
instructions he proposes, by providing in the first 
section of the bill-that the road shall be built be- 
tween the thirty-fourth and forty-second parallels, 
I will vote for it, although I have been opposed 
to limiting the route, preferring that money should 
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tr T i lo t it iv in 
fon | fie rails l,t I think they ar 3 
d lou ( ! , 1 am per 
by willine for them to build their line from 
t ri . r ( 1jis nota le todo 
t. I cont 
T Q ‘ Vy 1 has annealed to the 
‘ ry tl nts of the P; railroad 
have i ! of tl Si ate Pome 
ofu ( >t Yr, cy I rO,] t 
about ! » f fy : Pa 
] ’ } t a ‘ y hat had it 
| ' d internecine ¢ mone the 
frier ol the me a isd 1. He 
} Vil Ww ild | | Ww, id he ha ided his 
time: he | M very time; it was not 
necessary for him to speak before. If he had be- 
fore poker in the ter of bitterness he has used 
to day, it might hav een a warning in time to 
the friends of the Pacific: ilroad notto walk into 
the camp of the enemy as they have done to-day. 
Why, sir, that Se nator tel you that he can al!- 
most vote for this bill as it ‘now stands. That 
ought to warn every gentleman that it is not ¢ 
plan to make a Pacific railroad. I would say to 
those gentlemen who hav: professed uch great 
admiration for this measure, and have told us tha 
it will uld a Pacific railroad, that they have 
found t nsely in ‘the camp of thi enemy, and 
that is a very bad place to be found in, in war or 
in peace, I do not think they will ever convert 
ch ¢ iiemen as the Set itor from Virginia to 
t pian of bu ding the P ific railroad. 
[ was very much amused at the Senator from 
R Island, ine st monopolies and 
‘ i VW e a is the ve ry child of 
mone y. I hav ever known a man so de- 
voted | 0 ve tariil, to build up privileged 
orders, ie has been. Le has devoted his lif 
j din Ce i with that Senator many 
, Wa hit pin the night, and | 
‘ Laugh | l yet 
i ' ’ wari ~ 
M | { I \ 5 0 ty? in { 
i ( { i I i l } i 
dou ly 
Mi GWwi | to t } ‘I t nonora 
tol Rh I ul d Iimseif 
co i i cine ' bat nu , ) , 
Why, sir, if ever is a Monopoly in this 
) eqt I ba ( e United \ > 
V { i ie ia i { © ci - 
i i Wy t Ke. d ne we 
mom ,a cou 
N WwW, oi ni t »« i { he > i 
from Virginia has told us some very unplea t 
truths to-day One of them 1s that, from 
present prospect, we are likely never to build a 
Pacifies , 11 fear that the destiny of the 
of us \ »bIVe « o r side of the mountains 
is to be very m :astheS tor from New York 
predicted sume me ago: that we shall beat down 
south into Mexico, while on this side of the 
mountan His | tion of the Confederacy will 
also beatdown ith; and that ultimately we shall 


have a separation. If this road is not built, | am 


free io conless it is a met question of time with 
us,and if tine a? asury renainbs in its pre sent con- 
dition very long, that time will soon come. 

Sir, Il have had hopes of passing a bill to build 
a Pacific railroad. Lam taken by surprise to-day. 
Lhe Senator from Maine said to-day that he did 
ot believe there were six members of this body 
who were in favor of the ariginal bill, or who 
thought it would pass. I countess, | am one of 
tucm. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


toou me, 


The Senator misunder- 
1 have the report of my remarks be- 
fore me now; and what | said was, that I did not 
believe there were more than six members who 

weved that if the bill should pass, a railroad 
would be built under it. 

Mi GWwi IN. l am one of those who be lieved 
the bill,as reported,would secure the building of a 
rairoad. I have much more confidence than he 

s in the capacity of the country through which 
this road will pass, and theextraordinary results it 
wil produce, not only on commeree, but on pop- 
i have believed, ever since it was pre- 
senied in the form in which it stood before this 
morning, that the bill would secure the construc- 
tron of a railroad Iam very anxious to see if 


ulauion. 
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ere is not a prospect, a hope, of our agreeing 
some plan that will be more effective than the 
‘the Senate has voted in T6-day. | have there- 
fore made a motion to recommit the bill, and I am 


perfectly willing that the friends of the measure 
all so prepare the bill as to give some vitality 
to it. 
The bill, as it now stands, provides for receiv- 
It ils for three roads. If you were to 
permit capitalists to make their proposals on any 
route they might cl providing for only 
one road,they would agree to build that one road 
for one half what th y will now propose when 
they know they are to have two rivals. Here 
a proposal for three roads. There are to 
bids for three roads; and those who bid on 
any one route will do so in view of two rivals, 
not only for the patronage of the Government, 
but for the transit of pa ugers and freight. If 
he proposition were to invite bids on three routes, 


to be accept ] ior of 


} 


or propos 


ioose, but 


e, then it would be some- 


ing like a proposition to buildaroad. But I 
do not W sh to cor Sumit the tim Be and do not in- 
tend to obtrude myself on the Senate any more 

connection with this question. I am, as the 
Senator from Virginia says, honestly in favor of 





1 Pacific railroad. [ am for it for national pur- 
es, as a national connection. 

Mr. WARD. I merely wish to say a word in 
answer to the allusion which thx honogab] » yen- 
tleman has made to the Texas Senators on this 
floor. He has said that he had satisfied hfmself 


1 


he Senators from Texas did not wanta road. 


set 


Really, Mr. President, I think that is somewhat 
Mr. GWIN. I mean after the fashion of the 
original bill, Which left it open for the route to be 
i by capital; as they were voting agains 

the bill, to lay it on the table, and to amend tt. 


Mr. WARD. Itis notto be presumed, because 
one Senator ddes not give in to the views and 
er of constructing the road that another en- 
tains, that he is, therefore, opposed to the en- 
The honorable gentleman and other 
Senators on the floor have their own notions of 
itiding a road, and honestly entertain them. J 
have mine. Lam as much fora road, according 
ms of the propriety of building a 
other gentleman is who may differ 
. is the difference. 
Mr. 1LOUSTON. Mr. President, [hardly know 


tomy own not 
yoad, as ay 


. A "Thy 
il it 10) Ais 


what to say in answer to the Senator from Cali- 
. This is a very unexpected demand upon 

Ihave sat here during the whole session, 

made but one very short speech on the Pa- 


railroad, and did not intend to make another. 
| was satisfied to vote on the propositions as they 
rht forward s« verally, and to give all 
sibly could towards the accomplish- 
of the construction of the Pacific railroad. 
i have no hesitancy in voting for it as a constitu- 
tional antl national measure. Iam not situated 


find authority in the Constitution for the con- 
struction of a Pacific railroad, and therefore are 
not prepared to vote for any measure that tends to 
iccomy lish that object. 

Mir. President, it is some time since I read the 


rentlemen inthe Senate, who cannot | 
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portation of the mails across the continent. | cha. 
not see any difference between our power to cog. 
structa wagon roadand a railroad. Iff. Tv Purposes 
of war it is necessary to have communication 
with California, it is proper to construct a raj]. 
road. My object is to place California in such a 
situation that when invaded by a foreign Power 
or when any other emergency requires it, the aid 
of the Federal Government may be speedily and 
efficiently rendered to that State. That is the rea. 
son why I am prepared to vote for a Pacific rail. 
road; and if commercial advantages follow inej- 
dentally, in its train, they form no objection, | 
do not wish the road constructed for comms rcial 
purposes; but it is undoubtedly true that comm 
cial advantages will incidentally flow from it, 

With these views, I have been very anxious 
that a railroad should be constructed. I have not 
held back my hand. I should be doing great in- 
justice to the constituency whom I represent if | 
were to be laggard on this occk&sion; but beliey- 
ing it more promotive of the object in view, I was 
willing to withhold any speaking on the subject, 
and to vote upon the several propositions pre. 
sented, as I considered they tended towards the 
consummation of the object in view. Texas. 
has made ample provision for the construction 
of a railroad for eight hundred miles. She has 
made the most liberal donation, not only out 
of her treasury, but out of her ample public do- 
main; she has agreed to give twenty sections of 
land and $6,000 in money per mile; and although 
all this has been done, she has been ruled out 
generally by the amendments proposed to this 
bill, for the purpose of absolutely excluding her 
from a fair participancy in presenting the advant- 
ages which she ngay possess to the consideration 
of the nation. Wirt did the ruling of her out 
mean? Was there nothing sectional in that? 
Was it intended to give a fair and impartial 
chance to all portions of the Union, and let them 
present their claims to the consideration of the 
Government?) Why should not the Texas road 
come in competition with the roads in other por- 
tions of the country? Why not leave the term- 
inus on the east to be determined by the eligibility 
of construction? For that 1 have voted. 

] xm as anxious for the construction of a Pacific 
railroad, for the purposes which are designed, as 
the honorable gentleman from California is; I de- 
sire itas earnestly as he does; but I desire it as 
a national object, and not as a sectional measure; 
and whenever we come to consider it as a national 
object, I am willing that Texas shall compare her 
claims to preference with any other portion of the 
country; and if she #s not entitled to it by supe- 
rior advantages to any other section, l would not 
desire that a national work should be turned aside 
from its true purpose to subserve her interests; 
but I think it is only right that she should have 
a fair opportunity of bringing forward her claims 
in competition with those other portions of the 
country. Hence I have been disinclined to pro- 
mote several suggestions that have been made in 
relation to amendments to this bill; and I amstill 


T. 


_indisposed to-do it, until I see that she is brought 
|in fair and honest competition with other por- 


* . . i} 
Constitution, because | hear it so often discussed, 


and such a variety of commentaries on it, that | 
think it unnecessary to go to the original text. 


‘The expositors seem more learned than the fra- | 


mers of the Constitution, and therefore it is unne- 
cessary for me peruse it. By reviewing my recol- 
lection of past events, however, I cannot recollect 
that | have anywhere found authority in the Con- 
stitution forthe acquisition of any additional ter- 
ritory to that owned at the time of its adoption. 
| have not anywhere found constitutional author- 
ity for the acquisition of California; and as Cali- 
fornia was acquired without any constitutional 
authority, | should suppose the construction of 
the Pacific railroad was a mere consequence of 
that unauthorized act of thisGovernment. It has 
become indispensable, in my opinion, to the well- 
being of this Government, and to the preservation 
of this Union, or of our connection with Califor- 
nia, that a railroad should be constructed. 

We have heretofore exercised the authority of 
constructing roads of a public character. How 


the honorable gentleman from Virginia voted on | 
that question, | am not at this time advised; but | 


certainly Congress has made appropriations for 
evagon roads for emigrant purposes, and the trans- 


tions of the country. hen that shall be done, 
I shall be prepared to vote for any measure that 
is fair and just; but not until then. 

But I cannot see that my colleague or myself 
have adopted a course which indicated a disincli- 
nation to see this work accomplished; and now | 
most heartily, cheerfully, and cordially support 
this proposition of the honorable Senator from 
Tennessee, so far as it goes, to receive proposals 
on three routes, or twenty if you please. 1 will 
vote for it with great cheerfulness. It is the only 


| practical step that has yet been proposed, tqgmy 


apprehension, in relation to this whole bill. It has 
been manifest for days past that we were not going 
toadoptany railroad bill, and if we are to regard 
the work as one for future accomplishment, this 
is the first step that has been proposed to be taken 
in advance, and I am ready to vote for it. Are 


| you going to determine to make a road without 


| knowing any of the necessary antecedents to that 


determination? Isit not wise inus notonly to cal- 
culate the cost, but to see the probabilities of ef- 
fecting the object, and to adopt the means that will 
be best el for its accomplishment on the 
safest terms? I think it is; and 1 am disposed to 
regard this as the only practicable and feasible 
measure that has been proposed in relation to the 
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wnstruction of this road;and hence I am prepared 
for it cheerfully. If the Senator from 
California, or any other gentleman in this Cham- 
r, can suggest a more feasible and practical plan 
) this, L will with great cheerfulness support 
that plan; but until such a one is brought forward 
J explained to my plain comprehension, I will 
not abandon this proposition, as I think it the 
most fair, the most wise, the most reasonable, 
and imbued with more intelligence than all the 
»ronositions that have been made on this floor in 
relation to the construction of a Pacific railroad. 
~ It seems to me that the impatience of the hon- 
rable gentleman from California is so excessive 
it he absolutely wishes to construct a road 
fore a route has been selected. He is determ- 
yed to have aroad right off, without giving time 
to make surveys, to grade it, or do anything else. 
He is intensely anxious for it, and is resolved to 
form a connection for fear California will be alien- 
awed from the Uni, 
sir, California has no encouragement to leave 
the older States. She is an adopted child. She is 
lent on them for her creation, and no State 
has received more liberally the munificence of the 
narent Government than California has. She has 
realized millions of benefits. And what, sir, of 
er gold that we are told about? She brings us 
cold, to be sure; but does she give itto us? I 
‘kon not. Her citizens take the liberty of going 
on the public lands of the United States and dig- 
sing gold, and they are patd for their industry 
They have the material, and they would be very 
worthless if they did not work it, when it costs 
them nothing except a liatle labor. 1 do not think 
that places the older States under any obligations 
to California. As for the idea that she is going 
off, [do not think there is much in it; or if it 
should be attempted, it will be merely a little 
frisky fit, and we shali all meet at the city of 
Mexico about the time Texas will get there. 1 
think it very probable that our extreme southern 
border will extend to the city of Mexice by the 
time California reaches it along the Pacific coast, 
‘ording to the suggestion of the Senator from 
that State; and we shall be harmoniously reuni- 
ted, and remain so without any further dissen- 
It will be such a reconciliation that we 


shall not stand in dread of any future separation. 
| have no disposition to reflect upon California. 
[ have always appreciated the advantage that she 
has been to this country in giving us the control 
of the Pacific ocean. 

That advantage is greatly to be promoted, ac- 
cording to my apprehension, by forming an inti- 
mate connection between the Atlantic and Pa- 
cific by means of this projgsted railroad; and 
hence it is that Tam anxious to see its accom- 
plishment. Iam ready to give any feasible plan 
my most cordial codperation, though it is only 
that of a single vote. The State from which I 
come has indicated the most liberal disposition 
towards the policy of this great national object. 
Now let the nation step forward and contribute 
with the same liberal spirit that she has done in 
the accomplishment of more than half the distance 
from the natural terminus on the Mississippi to 
Sau Francisco, and the whole work will soon be 
accomplished. Letnot Texas be challenged with 
remissness on this occasion, or with neglect of 
the interests that may result from a more intimate 
connection with California. We have intelligence 
enough to appreciate the advantages of it, and 
therefore we have insisted with some pertinacity 
on having a fair competition with other sections 
ofthe Union, 1am ready to discard all sectional 
considerations, and look to the advantage to re- 
Sult to the nation, and not to any particular State, 
or seclion, or point. “These are the feelings that 


actuate Texas and her representatives in the Sen- 
ate, 


_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


18 On the motion to recommit the bill with the in- 
structions proposed. 

Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I shall vote against recom- 
mitung, for the reason that it is evident, at this 
period of the session, that itis impossible to ma- 
ture another bill that can meet the approbation of 
the Senate. We have found that nearly every- 
‘ody was for a Pacific railroad, but scarcely any 
body was in favorof any bill that could be pre- 
Sented. The whole country was for it; all the 


THE CO 





political parties for it; all the party pl itforms for 
it; but when you bring in any particular b 
ceives the support of only a small minority. We 
have known tor weeks—I knew after the 
twenty-four hours I was in the Senate, this ses- 
sion—that it was utterly impossible to passa rail- 
road bill this year. That seems to be the indi- 
cation. Then why send it back to a committee 
again, and interrupt all the other business of the 
session, for the few weeks we have left, when we 
have not a reasonable hope of agreeing upon any 
thing that Will pass? I am satisfied the railroad 
bill is killed; and letit be buried decently. When 
we come tozether at another st SSlon, we may, 
perhaps, by that time, be able to devise some 
plan on which we may unite; but I see no reason 
for the recommittal. If we cannot get a bill to- 
night, there is no reason to hope that the com- 
mittee, who reported this bill, can agree upon one 
that will command more strength. [| am sure the 
members composing that committee have no hope 
of devising one that will meet the assent of a ma- 
jority of the Senate. 1 hope, therefore, we may 
pass upon it to-night, and dispose of it. 

Mr.GWIN. I suggestto the Senator’from I- 
linois, who moves the instructions, [Mr. Tru- 
BULL,| an amendment to the first section that the 
route of the road shall be between the thirty- 
fourth and forty-second parallels, instead of be- 
tween 379 gnd 429, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I[ am willing to make that 
change in the bill. ‘The object in moving the in- 
structions is to get a direct vote on the bill of the 
committee. I do notexpect the committee to pre- 
pare any new bill at all. ‘The motion now 1s to 
recommit the bill with instructions to report back 
the bill which the committee agreed upon, and 
which the Senate has amended. I have offered 
the bill as it was printed on the 18th of January, 
with the amendments, and with instructions to 
the committee to report it back in that shape. It 
brings a direct vote on that bill, and we shall see 
how much strength it has. lam willing to make 
an alteration so as to extend it to the latitude of 
thirty-four, as suggested by the Senator from 
California. 1 want to see what strength that bill 
has. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will ask my colleague 
whether he included the amendment that was 
adopted on my motion to-day. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 did not, because it was 
not printed, and I did not have it. Lam willing 
to include it, and will do so if he will offer it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 wish that, then, to be con- 
sidered as offered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will include that. I 
believe it lies on the Secretary’s table. 1 wished 
to present that amendment also; and [| mentioned 
it at the time, but was unable to procure a copy 
of it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If this bill is to be recom- 
mitted with instructions, 1 want the instructions 
read. I cannot vote on this question of recom- 
mittal with instructions now. I want to discuss 
the instructions, and move amendments to them. 
If the motion is to recommit the bill, and let the 
committee then report something that they may 
agree upon, that they may think the Senate will 
pass, I am willing to vote to recommit it to oblige 
the friends of the measure; butif the motion is to 
recommit with instructions, and those instructions 
are the bill before us, | want those instructions 
read, that | may understand them, or printed, that 
we may see them. 

| Mr. WILSON. The Senator from Illinois 
[Mr. Dovetas] tells us that he will vote against 
the recommitment of this bill, for the reason that 
he thinks we can pass no railway bill at this 
session. Now, sir, 1 do not know upon what 
| the Senator from Illinois bases such an opinion, 
In the first place, the bill that he is ready to vote 
for, is nothing more nor less than an authority 
| to the President of the United States to make a 
| contract, and come back to the next Congress, 
and ask that Congress if it will indorse the con- 
tract he may make. He must make a contract 
‘| over one of these three lines; and when he has 
made it, he is to come before the next Congress, 
and it may be accepted or rejected. ‘That is.all 
that the bill of the Senator from California pro- 
posed. Now, this bill,as it stands, Provides for 
advertising for propositions to build three roads, 

|| Or any one of the three roads; and the proposi- 
| tions are to be laid before the next Congress. As 
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a railway measure, it is just as good as the 
other. Neither of them isa proposition to build 
aroad. ‘They are both propositions looking to 
see how roads may be built; that is all. F 

Now, sir, ] hope the bill will not be committed, 
but will be sustained by the Senate. I believe it 
ean be carried through the House of Representa- 
tives, and when, at the next session of Congress, 
we shall have these propositions before us, we 
shall have not speculations, but facts, to guide our 
action, I think the proposition as it now stands 
is avery good one. I think the bill as it is, if 
sustained by Congress, will advance the construc- 
tion of a Pacific railroad, and, therefore, every 
friend of a Pacific railroad here oughtto go against 
its recommitment, and sustain this bill as it is, 
carry it through the Senate, and then do what he 
can to carry it through the House of Represent- 
alives, 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I had sup- 
posed that all Senators who approved of the ori- 
rinal bill, or the bill as it was first amended, were 
ugreed upon the policy of voting to recommit it 
with instructions, and under that view I was pre- 
pared to give a vote in silence for that motion; 
but the remarks which have been made by the 
honorable Senator from Illinois, on the opposite 
side of the Chamber, [Mr. Dovaxas,] show that, 
although he is one of that number with which I 
am classed, he is voting against the motion; and 
for the purpose of being entirely well understood, 
I desire to state that | vote to recommit with in- 
structions under this view, that the bill, as it is 
now, doés not advance usatall] towards the making 
of a railroad, and that the bill, as it stood before 
it received its last amendment, arW as it will come 
back from the committee, will advance it. I am 
desirous to use every effort to secure the begin- 

ning of this work, and therefore I vote to refer it 

to the committee with the proposed instructions. 

Mr. PUGH. I agree with the Senator from 
Massachusetts that there is no practical difference 
between this bill and the other. Under the other 
bill the contract was of no avail until it was sub- 
mitted to Congress, and we had also added to it 
a proposition to invite proposals for two other 
routes. The present billdoes the same thing; and 
the objection to both of them 1s stated truly by 
the Senator from California. You may get a prop- 
osition possibly for one of these routes that would 

| be reasonable; but if you ask for propositions for 
three roads, every person who bids will take into 
consideration the fact that he is to have possibly 
two rival roads, and it makes the whole project 
utteriy impracticable, Ll see no choice between 
the original bill and this bill. LI expect nothing 
from either of them. The original bill was hob- 
bled; L believe it had about two hundred thousand 
tons of American iron put on its back, with other 
things; and I believe nothing will come of this 
measure; and therefore | move to lay the bill on 
the table, and call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CLARK. | am requested by my colleague, 
Mr. Hae, to say that he has paired off with the 
Senator from South Carolina, Mr. Hammonpn. 

Mr. FITCH, when his name was called, stated 
that he had paired off with Mr. Hammonp. 

The result was announced—yeas 23, nays 29; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Mes®rs. Bayard, Benjamin, Brown, Chesnut, 
Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Green, Hunter, 
Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, King, Mason, Pearce, 

| Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, ‘l‘homson of New Jersey, 

‘Toombs, and Yulee—23. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Bell, Bigler, Bright, Broderick, 
Caineron, Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fes- 

| senden, Foster, Gwin, Hamlin, Harlan, Houston, Jones, 

Kennedy, Polk, Rice, Seward, Shields, Simmons, Stuart, 

Trumbull, Wade, Ward, and Wilson—29. 

So the Senate refused to lay the bill on the 
table. 

| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
| is on recommitting the bill with the proposed in- 
| Structions. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If the instructions are in- 
| sisted on, I must ask that they be read. | do not 
| know what they are at all. 
| Mr. TOOMBS. Lask fora division of the ques- 
tion, and then let the instructions be read when we 

come to them. Let us have the question first on 

recommitment. 2 
| . The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
| js susceptible of division. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I hope no friend of the 
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passage Of a Pacific railroad bill will vote to re- 
commit under thisdivision of th quesuon, because 
that is the death of the bill 

Mr. GWIN It is dead now. 

The question being taken on the recommitment 
by ye is and nays, resulted—yeas 17, nays 36; as 


follows: 

YEAS Messer Benjamin, Digler, Bright, Broderick, 
Chandier, Dav Dougias, Foot, Foster, Gwin, Harian, 
Jones. Kings Polk, Sebastian, Reward, and Trumbull—17 


NAYS—Mesers. Bates, Bay 


urd. Bell, Brown, Cameron, 
Chesnut, Clark, Clay, Clingman, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, 
Fessenden, Fuzpatick, Green, Hamlin, Houstou, Hunter, 
Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, Keanedy, Mason, Pearce, 
Pugh. Read, Kiee, Shields, Simmons, Shidell. Stuart, Thom 
eon of New Jersey, ‘Toombs, Wade, Ward, Wilson, and 
Yulee Jw 
So the motion to recommit the bill was re- 
jected, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


instruc tio 


The proposea 
, of course, fall with the failure of the 
mation to recommit, 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I hope we may now take 
the vote directly on the billas it stands before th 
Senate. 


* Once more unto the breach, dear friends, once mor 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the engrossment and third reading of th 
bill. : 

Mr. WILSON. Iask for the 
on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. GWIN. I think the friends of this bill 


have taken such great care of 


yeas and hays 


it, and itis sucha 
magnificent bill, that they had better fill the blank. 
[**Oh,no!”’) They have got a blauk in the bill 
that ought to be filled. 

Mr. WILSON. Did th 
nia make a motion to fill th ank ? 

Mr.GWIN. No; sted to its friends they 
ought to fill it with something more than $2,000. 
I do not think that will pay for the advertise- 
Thents. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
sum? 

Mr.GWIN. Notatall. There is nothing in 
this bill fot me to take any interest in it. 

Mr. WILSON. I propose $10,000. 

Mr. TOOMBs. IL think $22 ,U0U0 will do. 

Mr. BELL. Three thousand five hundred dol- 
lars will be ample. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBs. I will say $3,000 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
objection, $3,0N0 will be inserted, 

Mr KING. [ suggest $1,000. 

Mr. SIMMONS. The largest sum must be put 
first. 

Mr. KING. I think $1,000 is enough. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question 
on the motion to insert $3,000; and it Was agree d 
to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ate order the bill to be engrossed and read a third 
lume sr 

Mr. PUGH. Task forthe yeasand nays. We 
may as well have them on.that question, [* No, 
no; let us have Very 
well, ; 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time. 

Mr. BRODERICK — Lshould like my colleague 
to indicate whether be wants this ball passed or 
not. [Laughter.} lam willing to follow him, and 
if he 1s not fortis bill, lam agaist it, 


Senator from Califor- 


I suicen 


Will the Senator indicate a 


them on the passage.’’] 


Tiere- 
fore Lsheuld like him to inform me whether he ts 
for it or not. 

Mr. TOOMBS 
ator from Caliiornia to ix tae ude when we pass 
the bill. 

Mr. BRODERICK. Well, | will withhold my 
interrogatory until the title comes up. 7 

The PRESIDING OFFICEK. The yeas and 
nays are asked for ou the passage of the bill, 

The yeas and hays were ordered, 

Mr. BRODERICK. As I’vote before my col- 
league, | should like to know whether he ts for 
the passage of this bill er not. ([Laughter.] In 
the remarks that fell from him a few minutes 
since, | understood he did not favor the bill. If 
not, | shall vote against it. I vote before him, 
and therefore L should lke to know, before | am 
calied, What he means to do, 

Viv, GWEN. My colleague will never find out 
my*o pion about this bill wnul my name is calle d 

Mr, BRODERICK, Then I shall reserve my 
vote. (|Laughter.]} | 


I suevest to the honorable Sen- 


I have been in very consid- 


Mr. SEWARD. 


erable difficulty to know how I should vote on 
this bill, without the lead of the two Senators 
fire ! °C iliforhias al d aus hy > one will not st ite how 


is called, and 
he other reserves his vote untilafter his colleague 
cond in this great work, must 
he responsibility myself. As this is the 
best bill } can get towards the construction of a 
Pacific railroad, after having tried every other ex- 
pedient, | shall vote for this bill. 

The Secre tary proces ded to call the-roll. 

Mr GWILN (when Mr. Matiory’s name was 
called) said: I wish to say, that the Senator from 
ed off ona Pacifie railroad bill 
with the Senator from New Jersey, Mr. Wrient, 
but ldo not know whether thatis a pair now, or 
not. [Laughter.] IL wanted to announce to the 
Sen two ventlemen ¢ xpected there 
would be a vote on a Pacific-railroad bill, and 
they paired off; butas | do not consider this a 
vote of that di scription, I leave tt to the Senate 
whether or not itis me 

Mr. FITCH. 


South Cars 


o until bis name 


he is gol if to vole 
| 


is called, lasthes 
t 


nSsurne 


florida has pai 


“ate that lLhese 


cessary to announce It. 


My jair with the Senator from 
lina, Mr. Hammonp, was specific only 


so fur as the motion to refer was concerned; but 
our voles would have been in opposition on the 


final question. [le would, doubuess, have voted 
against the bill; and notwithstanding it is only 
the ghost of what it ought to be, | should vote 
for it; but in his absence | do not feel dt liberty to 
vote: 

The result was announced—yeas 31, nays 20; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bigler, Bright, Broderick, Cam- 
eron, Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Doolitthe, Douglas, Durkee, 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Gwin, Hamlin, Harlan, Houston, 


Jones, Kennedy, Polk, Rice, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, 
Simmons, Stuart, Trumbull, Wade,Ward, and Wilson—3l. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Brown, Chesnut, 
Clay, Clingman, Puzpatrick, Green, Hunter. Iverson, John- 
King, Mason, Pearce, Pugh, Reid, Sli- 
dell, Thomson of New Jersey, ‘Toombs, and Yulee—2v. 


, 
son of Tennessee, 


So the bill was passed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
the bill will be read. 

The reading of the original title of the bill was 
rreeted with great lauchter. 

Mr. GWIN. Inasmuch as I think we have 
performed a great day’s work, and consummated 
the greatest farce that ever was known in any 
legislation, [ move that the Senate adjourn. 

Several Senators. Let us change the title of 
the bill. 

Mr. BELL. I call the Senator from California 
to order. He has no right to denounce any prop- 
osition adopted by the Senate, in such terms. 

Mr. GWIN. What does the Senator say? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senators must 
come to order. 

Mr. GWIN. I say,and I repeat, it is a farce. 
The Senator from Tennessee knows where to 
find me. 

Me. BELL. I donot mean 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from California and the Senator from Tennessee 
are notin order. ‘The question is on the motion 
to adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to, 

Mr. BELL. 1 move that the title be amended 
so as to read as follows—I have not had time to 
draw it out in such a manner that the Clerk can 
read it, perhaps: 


The title of 





* A bill to authorize and invite separate proposals for the 
construction of a railroad from the valley of the Mississippi 
to the Pacilic ocean, upon Uiree separate routes.” 

* 
Phe tle was so amended. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 now move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, January 27, 1859. 
The House met at 12 o’clock, m. 
Rev. B. F. Birrincer. 
The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved, 
DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR SYSTEM. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the JJouse a message from the President 
of the United States, transmitting to Congress a 
report, dated 25.h instant, with accompanying pa- 


Prayer by 


| pers, received from the Secretary of State in com- | 
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_Sanuary 27, 


Fe esne etl See 

puance with the requirements of the act to reculate 
the diplomatic and consular systems of the Uni 
ted State 8, approved August 18, 1856; which was 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed, 


CONSULAR OFFICERS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent 
laid before the House a communication from the 
Secretary of State, transmitting a communication 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, recommend. 
ing further legislation for the relief of consul, 
officers, and also recommending further legis|q. 
tion in regard to the judicial duties of certain for- 
eign ministers and consuls; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 


MILITARY RESERVATION AT ROCK ISLANp, 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent 
laid before the House a communication from the 
Secretary of the Interior, in reply to the resoly. 
tion of the House relative to t military resery. 
ation on Rock Island. - 

Mr. WASLIBURNE, of Illinois. 
have that communication read. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I call for the reo. 
ular order of business F 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to offer a resolution 
to which, | think, there will be no objection on 
the part of any gentleman. 

Mr. DEAN. We had better have the regular 
order. ‘i 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
ular order of business. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. It is important that 
thatcommunication from the Interior Department, 
in reference to the military reservation on Rock 
Island, should be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands; and I ask my colleague to with- 
draw his call for the reading of it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will do so, 
if the reading is objected to, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that the com- 
munication be referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, and printed. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is called for on the right and on the left, and 
the Chair will withhold the communication. 

Mr. PHiLLIPS. I ask’ the consent of the 
Elouse to have a bill from the Senate taken from 
the Speaker’s table, and referred, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I again insist on 
the regular order of business. 

CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill (H. R.No. 666) making appropria- 
tions for the consular and diplomatic expenses of 
the Goverament for the year ending 30th June, 
1860, and the amendments thereto reported by 


I desire to 


I insist on the ree- 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, on which the main question had been 


| ordered. 


| ela, Guatemala, Nicaragua, 


The first amendment reported by the Comumit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union was, 
to strike out from line eight to line sixteen, as 
follows: 

For salaries.of envoys extraordinary, ministers, and com- 
missioners of the United States, at Great Britain, France, 
Russia, Prussia, Spain, Austria, Brazil, Mexico, China, 
Chili, Peru, Persia, Portugal, Switzerland, Rome, Naples, 
Sardinia, Belgium, Holland, Denmark, Sweden, Turkey, 
Buenos Ayres, New Granada, Bolivia, Ecuador, Venezu 
Sandwich Isiands, Costa 
Riea. Honduras, Argentine Confederation, and Paraguay, 
$214,000 ; 
and insert in lieu thereof the following: 

For salaries of envoys extraordinary, ministers, and com- 


| missioners of the United States, at Great Britain, France, 


Russia, Spain, Brazil, Mexico, China, Peru, Turkey, and 


| Nicaragua, $105,000. 


Mr. COLFAX. I rise to a question of order. 
By the 127th rule of the House it is required that 
all amendments adopted in Committee of the 
Whole shall be duly entered by the Clerk on sep- 
arate paper, asthe same shall be agreed to by the 
committee, and so reported to the House. Now, 
sir, the Committee of the Whole, by four separate 
and distinct votes, struck: out the missions to 
Persia, Rome, Buenos Ayres, and Switzerland, 
and the next day what remained of the section 
was stricken out, and the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Saerman,] which has 


| been read, was adopted. ‘The question that | 
| raise is, that those other emendments having been 


adopted by distinct votes in the committee, the 
. 
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Pye | 
erulat House has a right to separate votes on each one Ohio stated distinetly that he did not moye to | sota, severally made a similar statement in re- - 
ie Uni- f them, before the vote is taken on the amend- — strike out those words. However, 1 will notpress spect to Messrs. Hart of Massachusetts, and S; 
ich wag ont ofthe gentleman from Ohio. the matter further. CAVANAUGH. 19 
ted, “Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. In reference to The SPEAKER. If the report of the Chair- The result was then announced as above. ui 
; point of order made by the gentleman from manof the Commitee of the Whole on the stat Mr. HUGHES. I rise toa privilege d question, hl 
| liana, there is no dispute between himand my- | of the Union was not correct, the proper time to I move to reconsider the vote by which the House i 
onsent, cif in relation to the facts, as I understand his | have made the point was when the report was | concurred in the recommendation of the Commit- sag 
rom the recital of them. The original clause made anap- made, when the bill should have been recom- | tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to , ti 
ieation nropriation for the secretaries of the ministersat mitted, with instructions to amend the report. strike out in line seventy-nine the words ‘ one Ja 
nmend- ‘he several points. The committee struck out, Mr. OLIN. Would it be in order now to re- | hundred thousand,’’ and insert ‘ seventy-one 6 trp 
onsular one by one, several of the places named. The | commit the bill to the Committee of the Whole | thousand.”’ if 
legisla. centieman from Ohio [Mr. Suerman] then moved | on the state of the Union? The clause, as above amended, was as follows: f 
ain for. +) strike outthe whole paragraph, and insert what The SPEAKER. Not pending thé operation * For compensation of the commissioner, secretary, chief ; 
Tred to has been read to the House. The motidn having | of the previous question. astronomer and surveyor, assistant astronomer and survey- a 
dered to “oe n adopted in the Committee of the Whole on The first amendment reported from the Com- or, er pr and for provisions, transportation, and contingen 
{ Sey - : : a. “ : . . cies of the commission to ran and mark the boundary line 5 
the state of the Union, the several preceding amend- || mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union | perween the United States and the British possessions . 
SLAND, ments to the paragraph were lost. Before the | was non-concurred in. bounding on Washington Territory, $71,000.” s if 
oneent question on striking out was taken, it wane the Second amendment: Mr. CRAW FORD moved to lay the motion to f 
rom the power of the committee to amend the original par- Iu line forty four, insert as follows: ' reconsider on the table. i 
resolu. ayraph, to make it as perfect as possible. The , For saiaey. 0 eines aan a Toe, & mse BO The motion was agreed to; and the motion to ; 
ahibe. notion of the gentleman from Ohio was then put Ee aw er tena henge wae reconsider was laid on the table. : 
and carried, striking out the whole paragraph, as Tl at ° thet Pike aura Phe SPEAKER announced as the next amend- A 
esire to ame nd d, and inserung what has been read at the a oO Say ndment was concurred in, ment the one proposed by Mr. Craw FORD: to \ 
Clerk’s desk. The amendments first made to the Third amendment: strike out ** seventy,’’ and insert * forty,’ in the j 
the vee. original paragraph, therefore, could not be report- In the clause of the bill making an appropriation for the || following clause: — . } 


unani- 
Olution 
LiON on 


recular siru ‘k out, and could not have been there except first amendment reported from the Committee of Mr. STANTON called for the yeas and hays. q 
ss by a reconsideration of the former action of the the Whole onthe state of the Union. The veas and nays were ordered. a 
t oy . > wentlem: . 77 pe wf . a 7 EE aE f iano , a8 : 
the ree. committee, Aft r the motion of the gentle man Mr. PLIELPS, of Missouri. W e mightas well Mr. BOCOCK. Was nota proposition adopted a 
° from Ohio (Mr, Suerman} was made, the question have the vote, | think, upon the mouon to lay by the Committee of the Whole on the state of yl 
unt that was aske d what would be the effect of it, if carried, the motion to reconsider on the table. ; / the Union to recommend to the House to strike 
ween: upon the former amendments made by the com- Mr. HOPKINS. What will be tne effect of || out that whole clause? I understand that the H 
n hock mitt eto the paragraph? Afterconsiderabledebate | laying the motion to reconsider on the table? { agreement was, that in the House a vote should q 
ittee on it was decided, by what seemed to be almost the The SPEAKER. It would carry the motion | first be taken upon that proposition; if that vote i 
to with unanimous consent of the committee, that the to reconsider only—not the bill. ; was negatived, then that the question should be : 
former amendments should be reported to the Mr. HOPKINS. Then I submit the motion. taken on the amendment to strike out * seventy”? : 
Il do so, House, and the chairman of the committee, the Ihe House was divided on the motion to lay | and insert ‘forty.’? Would not the question ; 
gentleman from Kentucky,{Mr. Burnerr,] an- the motion to reconsider on the table; and there || first come up on the recommendation of the Com- fi 
he com- nounced that he would 80 report them to the were—ayes iV, noes dé. mittee of the W hole on the stafe of the Union, ' 
on Pub- House, I only desire that the facts shall be prop- Mr. PHILLIPS called for the yeas and nays. || rather than on the amendment of the gentleman : 
erly placed in the possession of the House. The yeas and nays were ordered. from Georgia? 
of busi- Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I have only stated The question was taken; and it was decided in The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that the 4 
left. oni the result of what was the action in committee. |) the afiirmative—yeas 99, nays 89; as follows: only way in which the amendment of the gentle- 
al « . 
on. Several amendments were made to the original YEAS—Messrs. Al, Anderson, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, |) man from Georgia could be entertained at all, 
sell in text of the bill, after which a motion was made | Bishop, Bonuam, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Burns, || would be as an amendment to the original bill, 
= carrie strike > whole clause J , Caruthers, Caskie, John B. Clark, Clay, Jotin Cochrane, 2 . 
soins fone » and carried i strike out the whole clause. Now, Caruthers, Caskie, Jobn B. Clark, Clay, Jolin Cochrane, || which amendment must be put to a vote before 
ay | (he RRR Ene of the House has been that, Davidson, Davis of Maryland, Dewart, Dowdell, Edmund. | the question is taken upon the recommendation F 
nsist on et A te aan porearaye ‘d an en son, Eustis, Farnsworth, Faulkner, Florence, Foley, Fos- | of the committee to strike out the entire clause. 5 
out, all the amendments made to the original text | ter, Garnett, Gartreil, Gillis, Gooch, Goode, Greenwood, lt as an amendment to perfect the original clause ig 
dre carried with it “ Gregg, Lawrence W. Hall, Hateh, Hawkins, Hopkins, Th 7 qu iam west i n aa it io decided ion t 
. . 2 e esti as taken, Pas ¢ , 
pe ee VAN " . Hughes, Jenkins, Jewett, Owen Jones, Keim, Landy, |} : S ’ us 
; My COLFAX, The gentle man from Ohio Leidy, Leteher, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, MeRac, || the negative—yeas 48, nays 145; as follows: 
deration distinctly stated that his motion was not to strike Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Miles, Miller, YE a es Avery, Barksdale, Bocoek, Bonham, 
t pe : a " aie ers. J y; i ale, 9 a 
propria- 3 out the whole paragraph, but only so much of iL Millson, Montgome ry, Morritl, Edward Joy Morris, F ree Boyce, Branch, Bryan, Burnett, Caskie, Clay, Cobb, 
enses of — as was not embraced in the amendments which |; ™@" H. Morse, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Jolin S.f heips, || Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmundson, Eustis, 
th June ® had been made = ae W. ae ang Powell, ko Garnett, Gartrell, Goode, Hawkins, Hodges, Hopkins, Jack- 

, be "ep ‘DEA Ie - . oyce, Russell, Sandidge, Scott, Searing, Seward, Single son, Jenkins, Letcher, McQueen, McRae, Maynard, Miies f 
reed by x The SPEAKER. In determining the question — ton, Samuel A. Smith, Stallworth, Stephens, St venson, || Moore, Peyton, Ruffin, Sandidge, Seward, Henry M: | 
e of the F of order, the Chair must, of course, be controlled James A, Stewart, ‘Talbot, ‘Trippe, Vallandigham, W ard, || Shaw,, Shorter, Singleton, Willam Smith, Stallworth, a 
ad been bythe record which is presented to him. The Israel Washburn, Watkins, White, Whiteley, Winslow, Stephens, Stevenson, ‘lalbot, Trippe, Vance, Watkins, John ‘ 

iq Chair isi di hi sulty, theref i e rd | Wood, Wortendyke, and Augustus R. Wright—99. V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—48. 

EA hair isin no difficulty, therefore, in regard to the NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Andrews, Bennett, NAYS-—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, An- f 
Som mit- x questions of fact. Hecan have no knowledge Bingham, Bliss, Brayton, Bufltinton, Burlingame, Case ire “ "Ba B : elt Bir 71 “an Bish >, Be | 

: 7 a = J . rews, i 5 , Bile ; 5 . i 
0 : i ; . oe a a ’ > 7: noeny dre\ rr enne inghi »p, Bliss, Bowie, ; 
ion was, of what transpired in committee, except what has || Clawson. Cobb, Clark B. Cochrane, Coliax, Covode, Cragin, 


steen, as 


and com- 
n, France, 





ed to the House. 

Mr. COLFAX. Will the gentleman allow me 
to correct him in one question of fact? These 
amendmentg voted in ona preceding day were not 
inthe text of the original paragraph when it was 


been reported. The Chair, however, is of opin- 
ion, from the statement made by the gentleman 
from Indiana of what occurred in committee, that 


Northwest boundary comission, strike out $100,000, and 
insert $71,000, a 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Mr. STANTON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the House refused to concur in the 


Curry, Curtis, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Lowa, Dawes, 
Dean. Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Penton, Giddings, Gil 
man, Gilmer, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Harris, Hickman, 
Hoard, Hodges, Horton, Howard, George W. Jones, Kel 


‘To enable the President of the United States to earry 
into effect the act of Congress of 3d March, 1819, and any 
subsequent acts now in foree for the suppression of the 
slave trade, 875,000. Provided, That so much of said ap- 
propriation as may be required to pay expenses already in 
curred, may be used from and after the passage of this act.’? 


Brayton, Buflinton, Burlingame, Burns, Caruthers, Case, 
Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Coch- 
rane, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Colfax, Comins, Corning, 
Covode, Cox, Cragin, James Craig, Curtis, Davis of Mary- 
land, Davis of [udiana, Davis of Lowa, Dawes, Dean, 


Chae the report was pfoperly made by the chairman of peng? Ryn ge eee pawiens, Late, —: Dewart, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Farnsworth, Fenton, ‘a 
ey Naples, the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Oliver ‘A. ‘Morse. Mott, Murray, Nichols, Min, Paimer, Gooch @ ane ‘Greed seat a peeneet “Gee 
, Turkey, Union of the amendment upon which the House | parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Ricaud, Seenneatiat tan ‘Seine ’ eecthe aaah "aiketeion 
’ Venezu. 18 how called upon to vote, for this reason; it was || Robbins, Ruffin, Aaron Shaw, He nry M. Shaw, Jobn Sher Hoard, Harton, Howard, Hughes, Uayter, GeorgeW. Jones, 
= aa certainly competent for the friends of the para- raat, ng beam aw rho sett) oe Owen Jones, Keim, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, 
=o. graph in committee, to propose any and every | Ste%art,Tapnan, Thayer, Tompkins, Uaderwont, Vanes, | Landy, Lawgence, Leach, Leudy, Liter, Lovejoy, Maclay, | 
amendment. which, in their judgment, would Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, Wilson, John V. Wright, | soma nities Milleon. Siaeieaeey’: Mansi Morrill, Ed- a 
vand com- make the bill more acceptable to the committee. | and Zollicoffer—t9. ' ward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, j 
n, France, After the paragraph or section had been perfected, * So the motion to reconsider was laid on the || Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Niblack, Nichols, Olin, i 
irkey, and as far as its friends could perfeet it, it was then |, table. || a ede bees ae a 7 | 
perfectly competent to move to strike out the en- Pending the call, 1] gan Ricend. Bierhie "Babee, Wellene, Rapee, Recs, fl 
of order. ure seclion or paragraph and insert additional Mr. BISHOP stated that his colleague, Mr. || scott, Searing, Aaron Shaw, John Sherman, Robert Smith, | 
ired that words; and the fact that the committee did strike | Arnon, was called home by sickness in his || Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, James A. Stewart, 7 
of the out and insert, shows that they were against the | family. tore, payer, Tompkins, Underwood, \ yore ri 
K On sep- paragraph, even after all the amendments which | Mr. AVERY stated that Mr. Arxins had de- || i. Wiehhene. tithe .B.. Waskiomes. Lande Washburn, 
to by the had been made to the original text; consequently, | sired him to state that he was confined to his |! White, Whiteley, Wilson, Winslow, Wood, Wortendyke, 
», Now, every amendment which had been adopted by | room by sickness. || and Augustus R. Wright—145. 
separate Vote of the committee must fall when the entire Mr. DAWES stated that his colleague, Mr. |} So the amendment of Mr. CRawForp was not i 
sions to paragraph was stricken out and other matter in- Cyarree, was necessarily absent, and that he || agreed to. 1 
tzerland, ; serted in lieu thereof. had paired off with Mr. Keirr. || Pending the call of yeas and nays, 7 
esection FF _Mr. COLFAX. 1 only wish to place myself Mr. DEAN stated that Mr. Crark, of Con- Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, stated that, i 
the gen- right in regard to this matter. When the motion netticut, was detained at his room by indisposi- | had he heen in his se at when his name was called, 
hich has : of the gentleman from Ohio was made, in Stating tion. = | he should have voted in the negative. is 
m that I 7 the amendment the Clerk read the entire para- Mr. RUFFIN made a like statement in refer- | Mr. WOODSON stated that he should have 5 
‘ing been FF graph, including ** Persia and Rome,’’ as the | ence to Mr. Sca.ezs. , | voted in the affirmative, had he been in the House 
ttee, the FF Words to be stricken out; and the gentleman from || Mr. COMINS, and Mr. PHELPS of Minne- || when his name was called. 
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third time. 
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y, but which was cut off by par- 


“tics, 


nerai consent, 
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Matteson, 


mmmittee of 


Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. 


' ti , » refer this bill witl ructior 

j SPEAKER. Pending | for pre- 
VIONS ¢ ‘ dy 

‘I \ hon ser Jed. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, asked for the yeas 


at ys on ordering the main quesuion, 

The yeas and nays were ordered 

Mr. WASHIBURN, of Maine. Will it not be 
in order to move to reconsider the vote whereby 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed ? ; 

The SPEAKER. 
was made by the gentleman from Missouri, [| Mr. 
Puewrs,| and laid on the table. 

Mr. STANTON. If the House refuse to or- 
tion, and the bill be recommit- 

in order to amend an engrossed 
bill by striking out anythine? If so, should be 
glad to know whether the House will order the 
bill to be engrossed over again, or how will the 
amendment get before the Senate ? 

The SPEAKER. There has been no case in 
which that question has been ever det rmined by 
the House. 

Mr. STANTON. Suppose the bill should be 
recommnpitte d, and should bé reported back to the 
Llouse with a recommendation to amend by strik- 
ing out and inserting: can the question be taken 
a second time on engrossing? or will it be sentto 


der the main que 
te d, would it be 


the Senate with an engrossed amendment? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide that 
question when it arises, 

The question was taken on ordering the main 
question; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 109, nays 79; as follows: 


YEAS —Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Avery, 





hop, Boecock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, 

t. Burns, Caruthers, John B. Clark, Clay, 

hrane, Cockeritl, Corning, Cox, James 

a "\ Curry, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, 
Dewart. Dowd Edmundson, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, 


trel!. Gillis, Gilmer, Goode, Greenwood, 
Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Hatch, Hawkins, 





Hod Hopki Hug Hiuvier, Jackson, Jenkins, 
George W. Jones, Ow Jones, Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, 
Lewd Letcher, M MeKitbbin. MeQueen, McRae, 
Samuels. 3 . Mason. Miles, Miller, Millson., Mont 
gomery, M l rd Jov Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Nib 
lack, Pend I i », Jot Phelps, William W. 
Phelps, Phi i \ Reagan, Ruffin. Ru <i], San@idge 





Scott, Searing, Seward, Aaron Shaw. Uenry M. Shaw, 


wleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Stallworth, 
Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot. George 
ayvlor, t lerwood, Vatlandigham, Vanee, Ward, Wat 





ws, White, Whi y, Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, 
Augustus Ro Wright. and Join V. Wright—109 


NAYS—M ! Andrews, Bennett. Bingham, Bliss, 
Brayton, Butiaton, Burlingame, Burroughs, Case. Claw 
son, Clark B. Cochrane, Cotlax, Comins, Curtis, Davis of 
N] whuesetts, Davis of Lowa, Dawe Dean. Dick. Dodd, 


Farnsv 


Geooch, Granger, 


orth, Penton, Foster, Giddings. Gilman, 
Grow, Uarlan, Hoard, Horton, Howard, 
Keim, Whe Kelsey, Kil Kuapp, Leach, Leiter, 
Lovejoy, Matteson, Maynard, Morgan, Morrill, Oliver A. 
Morse, Mott, Murray. Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pet 
tit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Ricaud, Ritelinie, Rob 
tins, Roberts, Koyee, John Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, 
William Stewart. Thayer, Tompkins, Trippe, Wade, Wal 
bridge, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elliiu 
B. Washburne, israel Washburn, Wilson, Wood, and 
Zollicotler—79. 


So the main question was ordered; which was 
on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. CRAWFORD demanded the 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 88, nays 99; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Avery, Barr, 
Bishop. Bocock, Bowie, Burnett. Burns, Caruthers, John 
B. Clark, Clay, Jon Cochrane, Cockerill, Corning, Cox, 
James Craig, Davidson, Davis of Maryland, Davis of In 
diana, Dewart, Edmundson, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, 
Foley. Garnett, Gillis, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Groes 
beck, Lawrence \W. Llall, Hatch, Hawkins, Hodges, Hop 
kins, Huet Iluyvler, Jackson, Jenkins, Owen Jones, 
Landy, Lawrenee, Leidy, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Miller, Milison, 
Montgomery, Morril, Edward Jov Morris, Isaac N. Morris, 
Peudleton, Peyton, John 8S. Phelps, Wiliam W.°* Phelps, 
Phillips, Powell, Reagan, Russell, Scott, Searing, Aaron 
Shaw, Heury M. Shaw, Robert Smub, Samuet A. Sinith, 
William Smith, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot, 


George ‘Tavior, Underwood, Vallandigham, Ward, Israel 
4 


Wogg, nore, 


yeas and 





Vashburn, Watkins, White, Whiteley, Winslow, Wood, 
Woodson, Wortendvke, aud Augustus R. Wright—28s. 

NAYS Abbott, Barksdale, Bennett, Bingham, 
Bhi Bo yee, Branch, Brayton, Bryan, Butfinton, 
Buchuga Case. Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, 


Covodt ord, Curry, Curtis, Davis of Massa 
Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Dow- 
lL. Durfe Ridiec, | sworth, Fenton, Foster, Gartrell, 


Giddings. Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Grow, Harlan, Hoard, 


; ue. Craw 
nis(ils, 1 


Horton, How wd, George W. Jones, Keim, Kellogg, Kel, 


ey, Kilgore, Kuapp, Leach, Leiter, Lovejoy, McQueen, 
McRae, Matteson, Maynard, Miles, Moore, Morgan, Oliver 


| A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, 


The motion to reconsider 





January 27, 


Pettit, Pike, Potter, Powle, Purviance, Ricand. Rite 
Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Rutliu. Sandidge, Seward. 4 
= alt. > viel . Sp haie’rt. _ liaWwor il. - anton. 
p Willan Srew wt, Thave Is Mmipiths, j 
Va , Wade, Wa lige, Waldron, Watton, Cady 
( Washburn, Elliba 8B. Washburne, Wilson, Jolin Vv 
Wright, and Zolleotier—99., 
So the bill was rejected, 


Pending the cal! of the roll, 

Mr. McQUEEN stated that his colleacue, Mr 
Keirt, had paired off with Mr. Cnarrer; by 
that, had he voted on this question, he would have 
voted **no.”’ 

Mr. BRANCH said: My vote, as it stands, (jn 
the affirmative,) expresses my sentiment; but, with 
a view to move to recOnsider, with the hope of 
saving this bill, I change my vote. I vote Sno.” 

Mr. FOSTER said: I change my vote for the 
purpose of allowing the gentleman from Indiana 
to propose his amendment. I vote **no.”’ 

The vote having been announced as above 
stated, ° , 

Mr. BRANCEI moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was rejected, 

Mr. MORGAN, Mr. COLFAX, and others, 
moved to lay the motion on the table. 

Mr. BRANCH. I hope that motion will be 
allowed to stand over till to-morrow. 

Mr. COLFAX. I hope the vote will be taken 
now, and let the will of the House begcarried out, 

Mr. BRANCH. The only way by which the 
will of the House can be carried out in regard to 
the Persian mission, is by a reconsideration. If 
the object of the gentlemen be to carry out the 
will of the House, they will allow this motion to 
stand over till to-morrow. 

Mr. LETCHER. Will the gentleman from 
North Carolina allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. BRANCH. Certainly. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope that gentlemen on 
the other sid House who desire to have 
a new bill introduced, will, at the same time, in- 
troduce their instructions to guide the Committe: 
of Ways and Means in its preparation. It is 
utterly impossible for that committee, under the 
action of this House, to arrive at any conclusion 
in regard to the desire or wish of the majority of 
the bod y—— 

Mr.SHERMAN,of Ohio. Who has the floor, 
Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Brancn.] 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Then I object to 
any one else occupying the floor. . 
Mr. LETCHER. | have the floor, I think. 

The SPE \ KX ER. The Chair inguired of the 
rentlems : orth Carolina if he would yield 
the floor to the gentleman from Virginia. The 
rentlemnan from North Carolina responded in the 
affirmative, and no gentleman objected. 

Mr. BRANCH. I yield the floor entirely. 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not know what object 
gentlemen desire to attain. If they wish to strike 
out certain missions or certain consulates from 
this bill, let them introduce their resolution here, 
and distinctly state what shape they desire this 
bill to assume when it shall come back from the 
Committee of Ways and Means. I can hardly 
appre hend that the gentlemen who are dissatisfied 
with this bill desire to send it back to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, leaving that commit- 
tee in utter ignorance of the views of the majority 
of the House, and allowing it grope its way to 
find out what may or may not be acceptable. 

Mr. SHi-RMAN, of Ohio. Will the gentleman 
from Virginia allow me to make a suggestion ? 

Mr. LETCHER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. LETCHER. Lhope the gentléman will 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I object. 

Mr. LETCHER. Why, what is the use of 
making a difficulty here about it, when what Is 
wanted is to get at the desire of the House? Let 
us ascertain from gentleman what they want. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee will withdraw his objection. Another 
Lill of some sort has to come here, in spite of all 
thatwe cando. Why not, then, let us ascertain 
what sort of a bill will be agreeable to the House! 
Does the gentleman from Tennessee dé@sire to 
embarrass us? : 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I withdraw my 
objection. 
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Mr. D AVIDSON. I object. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
noint of order. 
‘s not debatable. 
~ The SPEAKER. There has been no such mo- 
sion entertained by the Chair. 

Vr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I thought 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Cotrax] had 
submitted that notion. 

~ Mr. MORGAN. I thought I was recognized. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina was on the floor. 

Mr. MORGAN. I thought the gentleman had 
taken his seat, and the Chair called the gentleman 
from New York, and I moved to lay the motion 
on the table. 

Mr. BRANCH. At the time the gentleman 
from New York made his motion, I held the 
floor; and at a subgequent point I yielded the 
foor, and the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
LetcHeR] took it. 

Mr. LETCHER. Now, all that I desire to do 
isto hear from the other side—from those who 
are dissatished with this bill—so as to see what 
they object to. We have to pass some sort of a 
consular and diplomatic bill. The Government 
has to have ministers and consuls at some points, 
ind to make provision for those who are now 
abroad. Let us, therefore, by conference here, 

nd by an interchange of sentiment, ascertain ex- 
tly what the grounds of objection to this bill 
are. There is no other way to get at it. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman one question here. I put it to him in fair- 
nessand candor. He appeals to us as the Oppo- 
sition party. Task him who has the power in 
this House, and who is responsible for carrying 
out the President’s recommendations? 

Mr. LETCHER. So far as that is concerned, 
I think it would puzzle a Philadelphia lawyer to 
iell who has the power. 

Mr. NICHOLS. That is all the admission I 
want. 

Mr. LETCHER. I understand that there is 
an Administration majority here; but so far as 
Lecompton was concerned, so far as this bill is 
concerned, and so far as other questions that have 


I rise toa 
The motion to lay on the table 


arisen here are concerned, | have ascertained that 
there is not an Administration majority here; so 
that there must be an Opposition majority of some 
sort. What makes it up | do not know, nor does 
it boot much to inquire. What I desire to do is 
this: the session is drawing to a close. We 
have to pass these appropriation bills for the pur- 
pose of keeping the Government in operation, or 
a Congress has to come back here to do it at an 
early day after the 4th of March. If that extra 
session can be avoided; if we can undersgand each 
other now; if we can come toa conclusion as to the 
legislation that is necessary to be had, and can 
pass such bills as will keep the Government in 
operation, is it not the part of wisdom to do so, 
and to avoid the inconvenience of an extra ses- 
sion? So it strikes me. 

Mr. NICHOLS. ! wish toask the gentleman 
another question. Some time since, gentlemen on 
this side of the House proposed that, if certain 
amendments whigh were adopted in committee 
would be allowed to be voted on in the House by 
yeas and nays, you should have our vote on your 
bill. The missions to Persia, Rome, Switzerland, 
and Buenos Ayres, were particularized. Objection 
was made on that side of the House. Now, I ask 
the gentleman from Virginia, why not give us a 
vote on striking out these missions? 

Mr. LETCHER. I could notgive yowa vote 
upon them. As I understand the matter, the 
Speaker of the House decided that the proposi- 


uon in the shape in which it was presented here | 


was the only proposition that could be voted upon. 
That is my understanding. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. With the-per- 
mission of the gentleman from Virginia, I desire 
to say that, after certain amendments had been 
adopted by the committee 

Mr, LOVEJOY. I object to the interruption. 

Che SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
Sourt cannot proceed, as objection is made. 

Mr. LETCHER. Iam sorry to see the’ House 
iN So objective a mood to-day. It seems to me 
that if there was less objection and more concilia- 
“on and desire to hear and to understand, there 


Would be less difficulty in arriving at a sensible 
conclusion. 
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Mr. NICHOLS. Thatisitexactly. Youhave 
hit it, and J say here now—— 

Mr. HUGHES. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentle: 
Ohio cannot proceed. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Well, let it co. 
is to be the order of the day, get 
if you can. es 

Mr. LETCHER. I have no personal interest 
inthis matter. God knows that nobody from my 
district is concerned; no one is ina foreign mis- 
sion or consulship; ar, so faras the defeat of 
the bill is concerned, it hurts no one of my con- 
stituents. I have said that I have no per sonal 
interest in it; but | have an interest in endeavor- 
ing to get the legislation of the session through 
and to get it through in some satisfactory way. 
There are but five weeks of the session left. If 
the bills are 


If of rect I 
the bill through 


feated and new bills are tob 
brought in, the result 


to be di 
wil be that the session will 
expire without the necessary appropriat 
being passed. 


150) 
iON voils 


It seems to me that we might avoid 
much of this; that we might, by comparing views, 
understand each other in the course of an hour’s 
time, and present a bill here that w 
ceptable, if not to all, at Jeast to a majority of the 
House. ‘ 

So far as the mission to Persia is concerned, to 
which the gentleman from Ohio has referred, I 
care nothing about it. L would as soon it was 
out of the bill But we have to do some- 
thing; and after all is done inthis body, suppose 
you strike out these missions, and the bill 
to the Senate, is there a gentleman upon this or 
upon the other side of the House who entertains 
a doubt that when the bill comes back from the 
Senate, it will come back containing 


uld be ac 


asin it. 


these very 
identical appropriations that have been stricken 
out here. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


against it. 


Then I will vote 


Mr. LETCHER. Well, let him do it. But 
will he expedite business, or arrive at a vote 
against it then, by defeating the bill here and 


sending it back to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, without information as to what he wants? 

Mem JONES, of Tennessee. Let the majority 
of the committee make a report. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
the majority of the 
the gentleman from ‘Tennesse 
suit him? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Take out these 
new misstons to Persia and Japan, and 1 will 
vote for it. 

Mr. EDIE. 1 object to the interruption. 

Mr. LETCHER. The 
nessee wants two missions Now, 
how many doe 3 the gent} man from India: a { Mr. 
CoLFAXx | want out, and how many does the gen- 
tlheman from Ohio [M Let 
us see how the thing s 

Mr. COLFAX. I will answer , 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania, (in his seat.) I 
obje ct. 

Mr. NICTIOLS. 
ss the gentleman makin: 
The SPEAKER, 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 did 
of the gentleman from Ohio. 
The SPEAKER. ‘Th 

to the Chair. 

Mr. LETCHER. Now, 
this matter. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Willthe gentleman from Vir- 
ginia permit me to propound to him one question ? 

Mr. LETCHER. Ci rtainly, sir. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. This is an iation 
bill, and my action on it will upon his 
answer. lLask him if it Is the intention of the 
Committee of Ways and Means tor 
appropriating $30,000,000 for the 
Cuba? If it is, l wish to stop the 
where it is. 

Mr. LETCHER. Why, Mr. Speaker, so far 
as that is concerned, I believe itis the Committee 
on Forei@n Affairs that has Cuba in charge, and 
not the Committee of Ways and Means. If 
Committee on Fore ih 
bill, and that bill becomes a law, I imagine that 
the gentleman from Ohio will agree with me that 
the Committee of Ways and Means have no al- 
ternative but to conform their action to the action 


to know what 
Now, I ask 


bill would 


Liow are we 
House wants? 
What 


gentleman from Ten- 


stricken out. 


r. SHERMAN; Want out: 


t 4 


stands ? 
tchAtiada ft 


the g 


b2 re } 
Is an oojyection In order, un- 


rit rises from his seat? 
It is not. 
not hear the remark 


addressed 


L - 
remark Was 


we want to arrange 


appropl 
it { 


dé pe nd 


port a bill 
purchase of 
Adiinistration 


the 


Affairs introduce such 
2 


. of Congress. 


foes) 


. 
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Mr. GIDDINGS. take as to the 

committee, but I wish to say that if itis the in- 


» . 
t tion of the tri 


I made a mis 


‘nds of the Administr ition to apn- 
propriate $30,000,000 for the purchase of ¢ 
lam will 


to stop its proceedings here; and I, 
for one, will not help the Administration by my 
vote, 

Mr. LETCHER. 
say ik 
The SPEAKER. It is the opinion of the 
Chair that the propriety or impropriety of the 
acquisition of Cuba is nota proper subject for 
discussion on the pending proposition, 

Mr. LETCHER. Lhave buta word ortwo more 


to say upon this subject. 


Well, then, all that I can 


I am somewhat sur- 
prised at the views presented by the senior mem- 
ber from Ohio on this subject. Whether the sum 
of $30,000,000 shall be appropriat d or not with 
a view to the acquisition of Cuba, has nothing to 
consular and diplomatic bill. This 

passed or rejected upon its merits 
ifter the ( have been 

iken to-day, the bill should be referred back to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, it would go 
back to that committee without the slightest indi- 
cation of what changes a majority of the House 
desire to have made in it. 
Mr. STANTON. If I understand the rules 
nittee of Ways and Means could 
accom] lish nothing without a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the bill was ordered to be en- 


} ] 
Gago With this 
1} hy 
bill should b 
t 


; ]}? : 
mone, UL Tl, 


votes W hich 


aright, the Com 


grossed; and that cannot be had, because a mo- 
tion to reconsider has already been made and laid 
upon the table. The only course, then, is fora 
new bill to be introduced,as I unmlerstand it; and 
therefore, the motion of the gentleman from North 
Carolina may as well be laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to correct 
a statement which he made. ‘The Chair is in- 
formed by the Clerk that the motion made by the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Pueps] to recon- 
sider and lay upon the table related to the last 
amendment, which was adopted. ‘The Chair in- 
advertently stated that a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was @dered to be engrossed 
had been laid upon the table. 

Mr. STANTON. Then I understand that we 
can reconsider back to the engroggment of the bill, 
and then amend or recommit it. 

Now, | have only this to say in reply to the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Lercner:] | un- 
derstand that the votes upon this side of the 
Hlouse against the bill were nearly all given upon 
the ground that there was an unnecessarily large 
number of missions provided for in the bill, in- 
cluding some new ones; that it proposed an in- 
in the foreign missions, and provided for 
at least halfa dozen missions that are utterly un- 

ry. And there will be no votes for the 
billfrom this side of the Hlouse, if there are pro- 
visions in it that we do not approve. We hold 
exceptionable and do not 
ed by this House, 
j friends of the Ad- 
If they are unexceptionable, and 
are made to conform to our views, we hold our- 
selves bound to vote for them. 


crease 


neces 


thataif bills which are 
meet views are to be pa 
they must be passed by the 
stration. 


out 
hibit 


Butif gentlemen 
Is, appropriations which 
, Improper, and: unnecessary ex- 
shall vote the bills, and 
i * 1 . 

throw upon the other side of the House the re- 
sponsibility of their passage. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there need be no difficulty 
about the matter if opportunity for a fair vote is 
given upon the striking out of such missions as 
are believed to be unnecessary. I think, myself, 
that the vote by which the bill was rejected, 


incorporate tnto their bil 


! 1. Pm J 
{ think unjus 


penditures, | against 


should be reconsidere d, and that the bill should 
then be sent- to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, with a view to its correction, 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Gentlemen upon 
the other side of the House complain that they 
had not an opportunity to vote in the House upon 
certain amendments that were adopted in 
Committee of the Whole on the s 


I desire to call the 


the 
tate of the Union, 
Llouse to the 
on ; 
Three or four dif- 
cen out; and then a gen- 
of the House, versed and 
tactics, after those amend- 


attention of the 
t 


action had ln that committee. 
) 


ferent missions were str 
tleman on the other sid 


l 


skilled inf} 


had been adopt d by the votes of the com- 


mittee, proposed an amendment to strike out the 
whole of that paragraph and insert that which 
the committee adopte@. Thatis the action that 


ments 


ney ABD 
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wos had in the Committees of the W hie le It was 
vell known hat the amendment which had 
I en, prio to that, ado; te - were lost vy toatl 
action, 


Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio Will the gent! 


man yreld 


Mr. PH 
i 


ome tforamomel 
‘LPS, of Missouri. I do, sir. 
-RMAN, of Ohio. The gentleman 
misunderstands the motion I made in committee. 
I moved,a is shown by th 
all that remained of the original paragraph, ex- 
ce pt ee The que stion was raised: 
irman of the Committee of the Whole 
uid that he 
the amendments 
iaand other coun- 


e Globe, to strike out 


rtain missions. 
and the el 
on the state of the Union expressly s¢ 
would report back to the Hou 
in regard to the missions Lo Per 
amendment that l offi red my- 
self. Lacted upon his statement made 


tries, and then the 
as cha 
man of the Committee of the Whole on the stats 
of the Union; aud | was absent this morning when 
this que stioh arose, 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I refer to the 

{ of the House. Now, sir; there is no bet 
ter established principle of perliamentary law 
than that when you have made an amendment to 
a section ofa bill, and have stricken out a portion 
of it, and when, by a subsequent motion, you 
have stricken out the whole section, and inserted 
new matter, the preceding amendment is lost. 
That is a settled principle of parliamentary law. 
Then, when the action of the House was had 
Upon tine adopte d im committee on the 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Sner- 
raN,] the Llouse refused to concur in that amend 
ment, thus showing that the Vy 


' 
mendment 


motion of 


approved of the 
text of the bill as it came from the committee, so 


far as this paragraph was concerned, An amend- 


ment wa dopted in committee providing for a 
new mi n at Japar : the House voted in that 
amendment, no gentleman calling for a division 
in this House on that amendment, although the 
mission is entirely a new one, not recommended 


by the Committee of Ways and Means; not rec- 
Pregident; but adopted simply 


Secretary of 


ommended by 


upon tye recommendation of the . 
raddressed to the chair 


slate, contained i a iette 


man of the Committee on Foreign Affairs in this 
House. * 

Ihe other amendment adopted by the Ilouse, 
reported from the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of t Union, was reducing the appro- 
pria for rry ron the boundary survey on 


the northwe t, from $100,000 to $7 1,000. 
nretused to con ur in the amend- 
ment re ported from the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union striking out the last 
clause of the bill, and left the paragraph as re- 
ports ad trom t Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union 

Now, then, if t oe ee be recommitted to the 
Committ of W: ys and Means, how can they 
reconst t another bill which shall conform to 
the w ies oft llouse? They cannot conform 


it to ther port of the Committee of the Wh le 
+t] : e Llouse has d 


? ‘ ’ . 
‘ ded Phi ba report is unace 


plable to them. 
The gentleman from Ohio {| Mr. STANTON] Says, 
if we can have a separate vote upon some of the 
mMissions—upon Persia, Switzerland, Rome, and 
perhaps one or two others, he is willing to ac- 
quiesce in the passage of the bill. Well, sir, as 
faras lam concerned, | am willing that such a 
course shall be taken. Whenthe eentleman from 


Alabama [Mr. Hovsron] proposed in committee 
to strike out the enacting clause ,» and ask d 
whether votes could not be had in the House upon 
these several missions, for the purpose of expedit- 
ing the business of the House, I assented to the 
proposition, and said I would myself make the 
proposi von if the bill was carried to the House, 
though | should vote against the motion myself. 
| knew very well at the time that the report 
would be made which has been made, if the bill 
was carried regularly to the House with the 
amendments made in committee attached to it. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I know of no other course 
to be pursue dexceptto adopt the motion to recon- 
sider, But here another difficulty arises, 1 call 
the atte the House to the fact, that when 
man from Virginia [Mr. Lercuer] was 
trying to aseertain from sentlemen on the other 
side of the House what modifications they de- 
sired, tire genuemen on Uys side who objected 
were the men who were found voting, side by 


nlion of 


thre rentic 


side with gentlemen on the other side, against 
voiti. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. 1! hone the gentleman will 

except ine from that statement. 


Mr. PLULELPS, of Missouri 


tleman from Louisiana, cx 


I excent the 
rtainly. I alluded par- 
from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. 
W rnicut,}| who is recorded as standing side by side 


gen- 
ticularly to the gentleman 


with gentlemen on the other side, against the bill. 

Mr. RITCHIE. It strikes me that the only 
objection on the part of geatlemen on this side of 
the House, is that they were not allowed to have 
separate votes If the 
vote of the House can be reconsidered, so as to 
bring the bill in a shape where it can be amended 
and we can h ive Separate votes upon the se mis- 
sions, I, for one, shall be very willing to vote for 


on some of these missions. 


Mr. BRANCH. 


Vill the gentleman allow me 


foramoment? Twishto makea suggestion which 
i hope willmeet the vie wae ae ntlemen all around 
the Hlouse. Ii ive made the motion to reconsider, 
becau I feel that there isa duty resting upon 
this Llouse, and upon myself, asa member of the 


Committee on Foreign Affairs, that this bill shall 
not be @lowed to fail. 

Mr. RITCHIE. I will vote for your motion to 
‘onsider with pleasure. 
Mr. BRANCH. I made 
hope of saving this bill. It was my intention to 
isk that the motion should go over until to-mor- 
row, and in the mean time there would be an op- 
portwnity toconsult with the Committee of Ways 
and ge ans, and with members who have opposed 
the bill, in the hope that by acomparison of views, 
some vg might be agreed on by which the bill 
could be passed. I hope the motion may be al- 
| ' “0 to go over until to-morrow. 

RITCHIE. 1 think that is a good sug- 
, and | hope it will be agreed to. 

Mr. BARKSDALE, I think I can make a 
suggestion by which, perhaps, an agreement may 
be arrived at, in reference to this bill. If the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means will report another 
bill, leaving out the mission-to Persia, and leav- 
of the bill which providgs for 
carrying into effect the arrangement made by the 
President with the Colonization Society, I think 
the bill will eae 

Mr. HOPKINS. I have risen to makea sug- 
restion to the Hou se, in the hope that there may 
be some rule of action agreed upon, which will 
do away with the postponement of final action 
upon this bill. It is true,as has been stated, that 
separate votes were taken in Committee of the 
Whole upon striking out several of these miis- 
sions, which received a majority of votes 

We have already had a deliberate vote in the 
House, by yeas and nays, upon the 
of the bill referred to b y thes re ntleman from Mis- 
sissippi, {Mr. Barkspate.] I propose, then, that 
this motion to refer be agreed to; a that sepa- 
rate votes shall be taken upon striking out each 
of the missions which were stricken out in com- 
mittee; with the understanding that the yeas and 
nays shall be taken upon each one, if gentlemen 
desire, and then we may pass the bill. 1 myself 
,upon every motion to strike out, in the 
,as I did in committee. 


rec 
the motion with the 


restion 


ing out that clause 


iF ist. cl ause 


shall vote 


negative 


Mr. HOWARD. L approve of the proposition 
of the gentleman from Virginia, who has just 


taken his seat; and, in this connection, I wish to 
state what controlled me in my vote upon this 
bill. In the Committee of Ways and Means I 
voted for reporting this bill tothe House. I wish 
now to see the bill pass in the shape in which it 
came from the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Yet, sir, | voted against this bill. I felt con- 
strairied so to vote, because, although | agreed 
with the Speaker in his decision of the point of 
order made this morning upon the statement of 
facts presented, itis nevertheless true that a dif- 
ferent statement of facts was presented in com- 
mitiee; which statement influenced many gentle- 
men on this side in the votes they gave upon the 
proposition of the gentleman from Ohio. The 
appeal was made to me, * will you entrap us? 
Sir, my reply was: ‘no; I will take the whole 
responsibility rather than do it.’ 

Now, | want them to have a vote upon those 
missions which were stricken out. I myself 
shall vote against every one of them, and then 
vote for the bill; and the bill will pass if the sug- 
gestion of the gentleman from Virginia is adopted. 
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Mr. . PHELPS, of Missouri. I will Say to the 
gentleman that I opprove * his suggestio mn, 
well as of the suggestion of the 
Virginia, [Mr. Hopxuws.] 
Strie ken out. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object to the gentle >man’s 
speaking in the time of the gentleman from 
Michigan. ° 

Mr. HOWARD resumed the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from 
Michigan allow the Chair to make a suggestion, 
There has been no vote taken upon the proposi- 
tion to reconsider the vote by which this bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. [; 
is entirely competent for the House to reconsider 
the vote re je eting the bill. It will then be com- 
petent to ree onsider the vote orde ‘ring the | Dill to 
be engrossed and read a third tume. Then the 
House will be brought to a Vote upon the bill in 
the precise shape in which it was when it was 
orde re d to be « nerosse d. 

Mr. HOWARD. I wish to state further, prin- 
cipally by way of e om rh: uning my Own vote, that 
an appe ‘al Was made to me that the report w hie h 
the Chairman of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union was to make should be re- 


as 
refitieman from 


naa Missions Were 


| duced to writing and actually shown to members; 


not because it was supposed that there was bad 
faith upon the part of anybody, but because there 
were different views in relation to the parliament- 
ary rules. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. In reference to the course 
which the House has seen fit to take upon this 
bill, speaking for myself alone, I say IL am pre- 
pared to take my full share of the responsibility 
I understand this bill to be very stron in its sep- 
arate parts. ‘There is a shifting majority in the 
House in favor of particular sections; for instance, 
that portion of it to which myself and seme of my 
friends have been particul: urly oppose d during its 
consideration, I have no doubt, is the strongest 
feature in the whole bill, and will control more 
votes than any other particular clause in it. And, 
sir, if any arrangement can be made by whicl 
vote shall be given with reference to the missions 
to Persia, Rome, and Switzerland, it will not 
succeed if it be within the power of those who 
are oppose “dd to the last clause of the bill to de- 
feat it. We desire, with reference to that partic- 
ular clause, that its provisions shall come up in 
a separate and distinct bill. That the subject is 
strong enough to pass the House, I do not doubt 
But there are certain members who have been 
voting against that clause for the purpose of re- 
cording their votes in opposition to the construc- 
tion of the act of 1819, which provides for the re- 
turn to Africa of the slaves taken from on board 
the slaver Echo. And if that is the only way by 
which we shall be allowed by the House to « X- 
press our opposition to that construction, we wi 
kill the whole bill before we will take it with that 
clause in it. 

There is another class of men who oppose the 
bill. Some of the tariff men here will not, per- 
haps, vote forany appropriation bill atall, until the 
tari ft is raised. Perhaps that willaccount for some 
portion of the opposition votes. I donot know 
whether this is so or not. Butno’arrangement can 
be made by which my vote can be recorded i 
favor of this bill, unless that clause can be place i 
in such a shape that I can approve of it. And - 
desire to say now, what I would have said y: 
terday, had I been allowed the opportunity, In 
reference to that -particular clause; and that 1s, 
1 am willing to pay the bounty of twenty-five dol- 
lars a head. That is the law of the land, 
course I am willing to sustain it. The officers and 
crew are entitled to it; and they will be entitled tot 
whether we incorporate it in this bill or compel 
them to come here at some future time to claim 
it. But I want this particular question to depend 
upon its own merits, and I shall be utterly op- 
posed to any bill, though it be a bill making the 
entire appropriations necessary to ate on the 
Government, if it contain this clause am op- 
posed to educating these Africans upon the coast 
of Africa, or anywhere else. This very question 
of opening the ‘slave trade is one of the highest 
importance, and one which threatens to make and 
unmake pe artics in the country. It isa question 
which grows stronger and stronger every day; 


and | believe the result of it will be the building 


up and tearing down of party platforms; and the 
only way by which it can be prevented is to cease 
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+ war W hie h, has been mé onde upon ee avery for 
astzand even that is doubtful—but that is 
Vv ail: 

Mr, se LPs, of Missouri. I would inquire 

fthe gentleman whether the $45,000 is not the 

exact sum stipulated to be paid to the Coloniza- 

) Society for maintaining and educating these 

vroes f 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I will say to the gentle- 
man, in reply to that, that upon looking into this 
narticular question, I was given, by the clerk of 

Committee of Ways and Means, a statement 
from the Secretary of State, whic h stated that 
3 ),000 was the sum require d. Now, I say, the 

stion is between the gentleman from Missouri 
nd the Seeretary of State. If the Secre lary of 
State has thisled me, he is responsible for it, and 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means knows full well that | would not give my 
ort to that proposition, If the amount was 
645,U00, instead of $30,000, | would have moved 
reduce it to 430 G00. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. <A contract was 
by the President of the United States, with 

onization Society, for the maintenance of 
Africans, and, if $30,000 1s necessary for 
it will be paid under the appropri 
ton. ‘The contract stipulates that so much per 
be paid for the support and mainte- 
‘e of those negroes for twelve months after 
r arvival in Africa, subject to a pro rata de- 

tion from the price supulated in the event of 
death of any of them before they are landed 
in Africa. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I will say,in reference to 
hat, that if the President shall appropriate the 
» the education and schooling of those 
Afmeans, it will be no fault of mine. I supported 
the amendment offered yesterday by the gentle- 
man from Mississippi, that no part of it shall be 

ed for that purpose. If the President does that, 
sa matter of course, the result will be that the 

unty of twenty-five dolls ars a head, which the of- 
rs and crew of the c apturing vessel are entitled 
scannot be paid. ‘The President can take his 
ice Setween pay ing to American citize ns, at- 
u tothe American Navy, the bounty to which 
they are entitled under the law, or appropriating 
itto the education and support of those negroes 

Africa. If they are to be educated, it could be 
done better in this country than abroad. | would 
like to have a vote in this House, which would 
show how many Representatives upon this floor 
will vote foreducating Africans in Liberia, whilst 
there are hundreds of poor whites in their own 
districts who could not get one dollar for such a 
purpose out of the Treasury. In the South, at 
least, we look upon white people as being as good 
as negroes, to say the least of it. 

1 would like to have a test vote on that partic- 
ular question. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
allow me? / 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. There is not one 
word in the bill that countenances the idea of ed- 
ucating these Africans. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. But the gentleman from 
Virginia knows full well that a contract has been 
- tered into for that purpose; and it is no escape 
for him and those who vote for this proposition 


that they do not know it is so, for I assure them 
itis so. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. With the’ permis- 
sion of the gentle »man, | will say this: The law is 
one thing, the administration of it another. If 
the law itself be unexceptionable, then no objec- 
uon can be urged toit. If the Administration 
execuie the law improperly, that is a subject for 
animadversion, and it will no doubt receive an- 
imadversion; but this is no way to bestow It. 
Let the ge atleman read the section. It is this: 


‘To enable the President of the United States to carry 
into effect the act of Congress of 3d March, F819, and any 
‘ubsequent acts now in foree for the suppression of the 
“ave trade, $75,000: Provided, That so much of said ap- 
Propriation as may be required to pay expenses already Min 
curred may be used from and after the passage of Uiis act 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I ask the gentleman from 
‘ir Binie 1 how these expenses were incurred, and 
vee her he is not informed as to the manner in 
hic h they were incurred ? 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Ianswer the gentle- 
man’s question distinctly, that whether the ex- 
penses have been incurred in one way or another, 





it purpose, 





845.000 t 


Will the gentleman 
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is a matter of no consequence, The question is; 


[s this sectiol ,rig ht >is it proper for 
i 


law placing funds in the hands of t 
for executing the lk f1siation 


us [Oo pass a 
ie Executive 
if Congress for the 
suppression of the slave trade? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I ask the gentleman 
whether existing legislation autho: Presi- 
dent to enter into contracts to sup ort, school, 
and civilize and Christianize the&e negroes in 
Africa,as has been stated by the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Puerrs?) © 

Ir. SMITH, of Virginia. T answe r tha ven- 
dina an by saying to him that that may be a mal- 
administration of the law; but I put it to him 
Whether that can be 
propos d? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I think it can be; and it 
is for that reason I propose to do it. I say to th 
gentleman now, that if he votes for this proposi- 
tion, and if it should be enacted intoa law, it will 
give the same construction to the act of 1819 for 
the next half century, if the Governfment should 
last so long. If the section had appropriated 
$5,000,000, would the gentleman from Virginia 
have voted for it? : 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would nog have 
voted for it, because no such sum could possibly 
have been necessary. But here is asubjectthathas 
been investigated by a committee of the House. 
‘The amount is not large. Il was for reducing it 
toexisting Jinbilities; but I will not, because there 
is an excess of some $30,000, throw away the 
whole bill. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I ask the gentleman 
whether, instead of bringing in only the captured 
negroes of the Echo, those of the Wanderer had 
been brought in, and to the number of twenty 
thousand more, and the President should make 
acontract for schooling, educating, and Chris- 

a, he would vote to give 


} 
i 


izes the 





| 
remedied in the way now 


tianizing them in Afric 
etiect to that contract? 

Mr. SMITH, Virginia. Why, the centle- 
man himself wanted to have §45,000 put into the 
bill. That was to execute existing law, the gen- 
tleman says. That 
man commits himselfto making similar provision 
for every vessel that comes thus freighted. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. No, sir; ]commit myself 
to no such thing. [commit myself to the pay- 
ment of the bounty and the support while here, 
and the transportation back, justas I understand 
and construe the law, and as eve ry court in the 
country would construe it. While other gentle- 
mencommit themselves to a construction that is 
humanitarianand sentimental in character, [stand 
outhe naked law itself, and obey its requirements, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I will say this: 
that I certainly should not approve the expendi- 
ture of any portion of the public money for the 
purpose of educating Africans in Africa or any- 
where else. 

Ir. CRAWFORD. Exactly; and that is the 
reason why I voted against this bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. But I say that that 
is not the way of preventing it. ‘This debate will 
prevent it. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I propose now to show 
why I agree d to pay $45,000. I have, sir, before 
me the actof 1819. ‘Thatact provides, in the first 
place, that the President of the United States shall 
employ the the United States for the 
purpose of capturing and bringing in such vessels 
as may be engaged in the slave trade; and in the 
next place it gives the Presiuent power to send 


being his objeet, the ventle- 


vessels of 


these vessels on our own coast or on the coast of 


Africa to accomplish this purpose. It enacts, 
also, that a bounty of twenty- five dollars per he: ad 
shall be paid to the officers and crews of the com- 
missioned vessels of the United States for each 
negro, mulatto, or person of color, that shall be 
delivered to the marshal. 

Now, the captors * this slaver were entitled to 
twenty-five dollars per head, on two conditions: 
one is that they shall ya ao the negroes to the 
United States marshal where they land.. The 
other is that they shall deliver the offending crew 
and offending officers of the slaverto the civil au- 
thorities of the — Siates They have done 
both, performed the couditions, and, as a conse- 
quence, are entitle J to the money. 

Now, the gue slion Is, whether the offi icers an | 
crew in this case, entitied to the bounty as they 
are, shall be paid. ‘The law ison the 
book, and it would be a violation th 


Statule- 
ereof to re- 


, be used in Afri: 
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fuse to vote this $45,000 to these men who are 
thus entitled. I did not make the law, but while 
itis the law I will execute it. 

Mr. MILLSON. I ask the gentleman from 
Georgia whether 1t was not his purpose in sub- 
mitting his amendment, to cut off all that part of 
the appropriation that was intended to pay the 
Colonization Society under their contract with the 
President? 


Mr. CRAWFORD. It was intended to cut off 


“that portion of it which the Sec retary of State said 


was to be used by the 
purposes named. 

Mr. MILLSON. Was that not the whole 
amount agreed to be paid for the shelter and sup- 
port, as well as for the schooling, of these Afri- 
cans? 


Mr. CRAWFORD. 


Colonization Society for the 


So it was; but it was to 
‘a, whilst the law makes it the 
duty of Congress to pay for the support and main- 
tenance and keeping of these negroes from the 
time they are landed on our coast, until the Presi- 
dent shall have sent them out of the country, and 
no longer. é 

Mr. MILLSON. I ask the eentleman if it was 
not his purpose to reduce the appropriation to the 
extent that was to be paid to the Colonization 
Soaiety ? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. It was to reduce the ap- 
propriation — to the extent that it was to be 

ed for — ‘groes after they had passed from 
our coun ar d had been landed in Africa. 

Mr. MIL LSON. Sol said; but that was not 
the expression or u nde rstanding of many gentle- 

men who voted for your proposition; and what I 
wanted was to explain that. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I do not knew the rea- 
sons for gentlemen’s votes; but I desire to say, 
so far as Lam concerned, that there is not in my 
mind the shadow ofa doubt with regard to the lia- 
bility of this Government to pay for the keeping 
of these Africans, to support and maintain them 
while in the United States, and to send them back 
to Africa and deliver them to our agent. IT will 
vote for that, because it is to carry out existing 
law—not that | would make it; but at the same 
time, I find it on the statute-book, and it is my 
duty, as a matter of course, to vote for an appro- 
priation to carry it out, so long as itis the law. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to know 
if | understand the gentleman aright? The gen- 
tleman will vote $45,000 as the sum necessary to 
meet the existing engaveme ee the Executive. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. No, sir; not the existing 
engagements; only so far as cher y follow the law. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Yes, sir; the ex- 
isting engagements or liabilites of the Govern- 
ment on account of this cargo of Africans sent 
back to Africa in the Niagara. He is willing to 
pay the amount that that transaction will cost, 
and that transaction as I understand it, was fol- 
lowed by a contract which embraces safe-keep- 
ing, provisions, shelter, and education. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SMITH), of Virginia. I unde 
the gentleman has himself told me 
tract provides for all that. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. The contract does, but 
not the law. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The contractdoes. 
Well, now how can the gentleman separate those 
particular features under thisappropriation? Does 
he not, in voting for the appropriation of $45,000, 
vote for the whole 6f them? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. No, sit 

Mr. SMITH), of Virginia. But under the ori- 
ginal appropriation in the -bill, there would be 
$30,000 left to be expended in a similar way, and, 
I suppose, under another contract which may be 
he return of other captured 


rstand, and 


, that the con- 


made hereafter for the 
Africans. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I repeat, emphatically, 
what I said before, that on referring to the law I 
find that after these Africans are brought here it 
is the duty of the President to provide: first, for 
their **safe-keeping.”’ That does notimply “ edu- 
cation.’’ In the next place, I find that it is the 
duty of the President to provide for their ** sup- 
port’? whilst here, as the next words show, ** and 
removal beyond the limits of the United 
** Now, I call upon the friends of this 
measure to show me the word ** support’’ after 
that point in the law. It is not there. He i 
authorized, as 1 have said, to provide for theix 


slates, 
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safe-keeping and support whilst here, and remove 
them to Afi 1s and if that were all that the Pre 
ident had done, t { mition urged by t 
ere nileman « a ‘ y considere dt y u} 
tlouse. bu | 

Now, Mr >} unKer, tii cl W is passed in 1519, 
and J am free to ythatthe South suy ried it 
and voted for t What was theirobject? They 
voted for it { ey onthatthe ner brougiit 


to this country were wild, uncuitivated savages, 


and it w unsafe to turn them loose here. Wh Y,7 
ir, South Carolina, in 1760, was the first State, 
by her « mial Le iture, to pass a resoluuon 
for the purpose of putting a check to the slave 
trade. And what was the 1 it of that action ? 
South Carolina received a rebuke at the hands of 
t E h Gov sin addition to that, 
irculai wet ents ! to her Governor, but 
toey y olher one thro houtthe colon Ss, warti- 
WMetouemarcainsta ve ! ulrave;s for thus it was 
then considered In 1819, upon the passage of 
thi t, the whole South was in favor of it; but 
now, in 1859, pressed as she has been for thirty 
years upon t hy) t, She stand to some ex 
tent adivid d; knowimeg, as she doe know, thi 

labore from Eur and Asia are not adapt d 
to the cultivation of her great staples of cot . 
sugar, and rice, and that vastly more of labor can 
be employed profitably w ithin her limits, many 
patriove citizens are epenly for a repeal of tho 

iaws prohiibi ne the importation of African la- 
borers to such of the States as might desire to do 


0. ‘The repeal of these laws depends 
men of the North, and not upon us. 

As I said , South Carolina and other 
tes early moved in this matter; but to-day we 
ind in a different posilion, and our opinions of 


upon the 


be fore 


y 


ivery are different from what the y were 
Chen it was the custom of our private 


then. 
and our 
publitc men to excuse themselve for its existence 
but ** Abolition’ 
1820 to this time, have caused investigation and 

cussion of the subject until it isstronger inthe 


among them; * movements, from 


South than ever before: and although its enemies 


have 1ocreased, it never had so many friends as 
atthis time. No southern man condemns it as 
ind so far from 


an evil, eitl moral or poli 


, 


apologizing forithere now,as our Representatives 


did in 1820, we stand here its advocates and de- 
Moreover, to you of the North, 


who advoente the doctrines advanced both here 


We say 


and in another place, thatif itis a war between 
the Sta and ‘Territories for free labor or slave 


‘Sall must be free or all must be 
slave’’—you but hasten the day 
plains of Arizona and the territory south of u 
even to Cer | America, you will find the South 
equal to the n essity which you have 
upon her, and a perpetuation of 


} : 
vhen, upon the 


, 


imposed 

slavery, which 
time itself can seare iy compute, The question 
therefore rests with the 


North. Let us alone and 


We are content; if We are driven to the importa- 
tion of African laborers it will be your lauit, not 
Mr. BRANCH. 


show prepared to 


I am satisfied that the House 
sustain my motion to recon- 
sider the vole by which the bill was rejected; and 
Il therefore demand the previous question on that 
motion. If the motion to reconsider prevails, I 
shal! then move to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was ordered to bi 
third time. 

Mr. SEWARD. I desire to know whether 
any con 
the par 


engrossed and read a 


sent is understood to be given, by which 
lamentary law is to be evaded in reaching 
a vote on this qui stion? Because I shall obj ct 
to anyluing that is hot strictly in order, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not aware that 
any such arrangement has been made by any- 
body. ; 

ir. MILLSON, 


North Carolina to withdi 


I ask the gentleman from 
w the call CP tis pre- 
vious question, l desire tos ya word or two. 
Mr. BRANCH. 1 would doit for no gentle- 
man in the House with more pleasure than for 
iy friend from Virginia, but Lam afraid of the 
again. Ithas 
been gone on now for days and almost weeks, 
and lam veluctandy compelled to insist on the 
previous question, — 
Mr. MILLSON., 


} . 
avout 


eHeclot throw} open this debate 


I only desire to spealt for 


ten minutes, and I will then renew the de- 
mand for the previous question, 
Mr. BRANCH. I imust insist on my motion. 


The pr 
main question ordered, 

Mr. BONHAM. of the Chair 

her, if we reconsider both the votes which 
om North Carolina intimat 
surpose to move to reconsider 
formed? 


vious question was seconded, and the 


l would ing lire 


rei vail 8 his 
» the billcan be re- 
I am informed by friends around me 
tbat it cannot, 
The Sperm The 
h 


bill will be open to 
amendment itt 


: House shall reconsider the vote 
by whicli it was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

Mr. PONHAM. 
vote? 

The SPEAKER. 
Mr. COVODE. 


Does it require a two-thirds 


It does not. 
I move that the whole subject 


The motion was dis iwreed to. 


by which the bill was rejected was 
] 


idered, 


Mr. BRANCH. I now move to reconsider the 
vote by whigh the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and on that motion I de- 
mand the previous quesuon. 

‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
main qut sion orde rr d. 

Ir. FARNSWORTH demanded the yeas and 
nays. 7 ’ 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative. 

So the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 
The question then recurre d, ‘© Shall 
engrossed and read a third time ?’’ 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I now submit 
the motion, not with the purpose of myself vot- 
ing for it, but for the purpose of giving the House 


an opportunity of voting on the several propost- 


the bill be 


tions to strike out the missions for Persia, Switz- 
erland, Rome, and Buenos Ayres. I call fora 
Separate vote upon each, and demand the previous 
question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Task the centle- 
man to meclude the mission to Japan. 7 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I cannot, because 
the Elouse has already had a separate vote upon 
that. ” 

Mr. JONES, 
vote fo 


Tennessee. Then ] will not 
r Th | Hi. 
Mr. STANTON. TI hope the centleman will 


include Austria in his motion. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Mussouri. 
from Ohio will see— 

Mr. SEWAR I object to debate. 

Mr. PLIELPS, of Missouri. 1 withdraw the 
demand for the previous question, to enable mae 
to reply to the gentleman from Ohio, who asks 
me also to move to strike out Austria. 
to me that is asking too much. 

Mr. STANTON, I understood that country to 


have been included in the gentleman 


The gentleman 


It seems 


’3 original 
MOlLLON. 

PITELPS, of Missouri. It was not; and 
the motion Was not even made as a separate mo- 
However, I will include Aus- 
triain my mouon, and now | demand the previ- 
ous question, 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I hope the gentleman will 
also allow us to have a vote upon the last clause 
of the i ill. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I cannot, because 
the House has already voted by yeas and nays 
once upon that question. oa 7 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question was first upon striking out from 
the tenth line of the bill the word ** Austria. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, demanded 


the yeas and nays. 


‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; an d it was decided in 
the negutive—yeas 71, nays 120; as follows: 


YE Anadis Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Bingham, 
Bliss, Brayten, Baffington, Burlingame, Burroughs, Case, 
Clawsoy, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Cur 
tis, Davisotlowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd. Durfee, Farns- 
worth, Fenton, Giddings, Gilman. Gilmer, Granger, Grow, 
Harlan, Harris, Hoard, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Kuapp, 
Leach, Leiter, Lovejoy, Matteson, Morgan, Oliver A. 
Morse, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pike, 
Potter, Pottle. Purviance, Rieaud, Robbins, Royce, San 

dge, Jolin Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, 
Frappan, ‘Thayer, Tompkins, Vanee, Wade, Watbridge, 
Waidron, Walton, Cadwalader G. Washburn, Ellibu B. 
Washburae, and Wilson—71I. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Avery, Barks- 
dale, Barr, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, 


tion in committee, 
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-accordingly read the 
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Brvan, Burnett, Burns, Caruthers, Ch 
Chark,. Clay, Cobb, John Cochran *. Coe} 
Corning, Cox, J mes Craig, Crawford. Day 


Brauch, 
fohn B. 


Counts, 


Davis of IT: i, ke vart. Dowde Edmond 1. Ener 
Fautkuer. Fiore nee, Foley, Poster, Garnett. Gartre| Gin 
Gooch, Goode, Groenw wd, Gr » Grovsbeck, L 

W. Hall. Uateh, Hawkins, Hee . Hopkins, 


Houston, Howard, Hughes, iuvie r, Jacks 
Jones, Owen Jones, Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, L 

Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, MeRea, Humplecg 
Marshall. Samuel S. Marshail. Mason, Ma yuard, Miles 
Miller, Millson, Montgomery, Moore » Morrijl, E 
Morris. F reeman * Morse, Niblack. Pend]: ton, P 
ton, John S. Phelps, William Ww . Phelps, Phillips, Powey) 
Ready, Ritchie, Rokente. Ruffin, Russell, Scott, Searing’ 
Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Sicko.’ 
Robert Sinith, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith. 
worth, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Tap, 
George ‘Taylor, Miles Taylor, Underwood, Vallandighay 
Ward, White, Winslow, Wood. Woodson. Wortendykg 
Augustus R. Wright,Johu V. Wright, and Zollicoitier—} 9)’ 


So the amendment was notagreed to. 

D: wing the eall of the roll, 

Mr. MOORE stated that Mr. Curry had left 
the House on account of indisposition. 


Mr. WHITELEY stated that he had paired of 
with Mr. Epi. 

The question then recurred on striking out, in 
the eleventh line, the word ** Persia.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon striking oy 


the word ** Switzerland,”’ in the eleventh line of 
the bill. 


The amendment was not agreed to. 

The quesuon then recurred upon striking ont 
from the eleventh line, the word ** Rome.” 

Mr. EUST is called for the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 76, nays 119; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Abbott. Bennett. Billinghurst, Bliss, 
suthnton, Burhagame, tHlorace F. Clark, Clark B.Cochrape, 
Coltax, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick. Dodd, Durfee, Pent 
Garnett, Giddings, Gilman. Gilmer, Granger, Grow, Harlan, 
Harris, Houston, George W. Jones, Keim, Kellogg, Kelsey, 
Kilgore, Knapp, Leach, Leiter, Lovejoy, Matteson, May 
nard, Moore, Morgan, Oliver A. Morse, Mott. Murray, ( 
Pauner, Parker, Pike. Potter, Pottie, Readv, Ri ! 
Ritchie, Robbins, Ruflin, Sandidge, Henry M. Shaw, Jobe 
Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan 
‘Tompkins, Tri ppe, Vanee, Wade, Walbridge, Waidron, 
Walton. Eiliiu B. Washburne, Wilson, and Zollicotfer—i 

NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Atul, Andrews, Avery, Barks 
dale, Barr, Bishop, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Braneh, Bry 
Burnett, Burns, Caruthers, Caskie, Chapman, John B 
Clark, Clay, Cobb, Join Cochrane, Cockerill, Comins, 
Corning. Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Da 
vidson, Davis of Ludiana, Dewart, Dowdell, Edmund 
Eustis, Farnsworth, Faulkner, Florence, Foley, Foster 
Gartrell, Gillis, Gooch. Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Groes 
beck, Lawrence W. Hall, Hawkins, Hoard, Hodges, Hor 
ton, Howard, Hughes, Huyiler, Jackson, Owen Jones, La- 
mar, La ids .hawrence, Leidy . Letcher, Mac! ly, Meckibl 
MeQueen, MeRae, Humpitirey Marshall, Samuel S. Mar 
shall. Mason. Miles. Miller, Millson, Montgomery, Morrill, 
Edward Joy Morns, lsaae N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, 
Niblack, Nichols, Pendieton, Pettit, Peyton, Jolin 3S. Phelps, 
*hillrps, Powell, Purvianee, Roberts, Royce. Russell, Seort 
Seward, Aaron Shaw, Shorter, Sickles, Robert 
Smith, Samuel A. Smith. William Smith, Stallworth, St 
phens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot, George Tay 
lor, Miles Paylor, Thaver, Underwood, Valandigim 
Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Usrael Washburn, Whit 
Winslow, Wood, Woodson, Wortendyke, Augusius R 
Wright, and John V. Wright—119. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 


n, George Ww’ 


Iward J 
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Searing 





The question then recurred upon striking out, 
in the eleventh line, the words ** Buenos Ayres.” 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I merely des 
to say that this is not a new mission. It doesnot 
include any new appointment, and only $2,700 

additional appropriation. 

Mr. SEWAR D. I ob ject to del yate. 

Mr. GROW called for the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The House has 
stricken the Persia mission from the bill; and! 
now ask the unanimous consent to reduce the ap- 
propriation $10,000. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object. 

The bill was ihen ordered to be engrossed, an nd 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
1 third time 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, moved the pre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded; and t! he 
main ques stion ordered to be pt ut. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, demanded the yeas 
and nays upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ; : 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 91, nays 93; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Avery, Barks- 
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